Spanish 2, Course Description

 Michele Hart, 2012-2013
The skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Spanish are developed and assessed regularly, with an emphasis on communication being the foremost priority.  Students will develop a working vocabulary around a variety of themes and be able to communicate with simple expressions surrounding each theme.

I. Text: Realidades 2, Prentice Hall  (Online access to textbooks will be made available in the coming weeks)
II. Course Materials

A.  Students will bring to class EVERY DAY:

1. Pencils or blue/black pens

2. Binder with loose-leaf paper 

3. All necessary notes and handouts
B.  Other needed materials

1. Please bring the following contribution to a class set:  

1st period: 
1 pack of markers (no 

Sharpies please)

2nd period:
1 bottle of hand 

sanitizer

3rd period: 
2 boxes of tissues

4th period: 
25-50 sheets 


COLORED card stock 
(packs of 50, 8.5 x 11 found at 
Michaels/Hobby Lobby)



6th period:
1 pkg. of pint or quart 


ziplocs


7th period:
2 dry erase markers   
(black, blue, red, or purple)

(If the extra supplies place a financial burden on the family, please have parent send me a confidential email, and I will make other arrangements to secure your child's contribution.)

III. Classroom Procedures
A. Homework Procedures & Requirements
1. Homework is assigned and completed online Unless otherwise indicated, students will access and complete homework online at http://www.quia.com. Specific instructions/demonstrations will be given in class and at Open House.

2. Student/parent Log-in: Students/parents will be given an ID and password which will allow access to homework and other information, including calendars, tests, projects and reminders. When you receive this ID & Password PLEASE WRITE DOWN THE ID/PASSWORD in a memorable location, so you will have immediate access to assignments and website.

3. Homework grades: The online homework provides immediate feedback; therefore I will not be monitoring/correcting homework in class.  If the website shows that students have completed all of the assigned homework time within the due date, they will receive a 100. If they do not complete all of it, they will receive no grade.  This is not a zero and doesn't directly penalize the student. (Obviously, not completing the assignments will result in low performance in class, and on quizzes and tests.) Parents/students are responsible for updating computers or locating a computer/phone that will properly run the activities assigned through Quia website. Quia tech support: http://www.quia.com/help
  (Library computers are available before and after school).  

B. Classroom Assignments/Procedures

1. Warm-ups: Students are responsible for completing each daily warm-up which will be self-corrected when "warm-up" time is finished.  There will be a quiz using their warmups and the warm ups will be collected as well. STUDENTS MUST RECORD "ABSENT" UPON RETURNING FROM AN ABSENCE in the warm-up spiral or that entry may be marked as a zero.
2. Informal in-class assignments: On many days we will do some short written assignments.  These may or may not be collected from students to be graded.  Therefore, AT ALL TIMES, STUDENTS SHOULD ASSUME THEY MAY BE TAKEN UP AND GIVEN A COMPLETION GRADE, PARTIAL DAILY GRADE OR A DAILY GRADE.
3. Informal in-class oral participation: Students will be practicing conversation daily.  I will be monitoring and assessing their performance constantly, both formally and informally. With class numbers so large, I can't assess everybody at the same time,  AT ALL TIMES, STUDENTS SHOULD BE PRACTICING AND AWARE THAT I MAY BE ASSESSING THEIR ORAL PARTICIPATION (in person or through recordings).
4. HARD COPY OF NOTES AND INFORMATION:  Students may be instructed to print out worksheets, notes,  vocabulary lists, etc., from the QUIA website using their home computers.
C. Formal Assessments

1.Quizzes:  These are daily grades and students will have prior notification in class of the dates. (except for warm up quizzes; see B-1.)

2.Peer group presentations: These are daily grades and students will have prior notification.  They will be presenting orally to a small group.  Grade will consist of their presentation and their comprehension/listening/evaluation of other members of the group

3.Tests: These are major grades and students will have prior notification.  Each test usually has a listening, reading, writing, and objective multiple-choice section.

4.Performance Assessments: These are major grades. Students will have prior notification of each major grade performance assessment.  Usually some preparation is required for these and often these are assigned in small groups. (NOTE: Even though it may take several days to actually present every assessment, students' must be prepared to present on the first day or it will be considered late.)
IV. Makeup Work & Late Work Policies (subject to change; new information will be given out when available)
A. When you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out about the work that you missed, regardless of the reason for the absence.

1) Check the quia website at http://www.quia.com for any formal assessment that was missed, assigned, or is due. 

2) Check the make-up area to see if there are any in class assignments that must be completed. 

3) See me to schedule a time after school to make-up formal assessments or to receive an explanation of an assignment you do not understand.
B. You have the same number of days that you were absent to turn in written assignments assigned or make up quizzes or tests given while you were absent (unless other arrangements are OK'd by me). Quizzes and tests may not be made up during class time; make arrangements with me to make them up before or after school.


 C.  Major projects/presentations will not be accepted after 3 days.  The 3 day rule/deadline applies regardless of absences 

earned after the original due date.  Please note that no late work will be accepted 3 days before the end of any 

grading cycle regardless of when the original assignment was due.  Also, no work will be accepted after a grading 

cycle has passed. 
VI.  General Information:
A. Class information and calendar will be available through your child's login at http://www.quia.com.
B. Until class login is received pertinent information will be posted at http://srahartespanol1.wikispaces.com/
C. My email is michele.hart@fortbendisd.com
D. My conference period/lunch is during 5th period,  11:15-12:40

E. Online textbook login: https://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com webcodes access: www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
Cell Phone/Technology Policy for Spanish II

Dear parents and students,

I am excited about the new district policy regarding technology in the classroom.  I allowed cell phone use frequently last year when used for instructional purposes and it proved very useful.  I strongly recommend bringing a cell phone with voice recording capabilities, unlimited text capabilities to my class, as they will be used frequently in this manner.   However, I will be providing an alternative to those who have no access to such technology.

Here are some rules that your child must keep in mind when considering technology use in the classroom.

1.  Technology should be used for instructional purposes only:

a. As an agenda for assignments and tests

b. Note-taking (as instructed by teacher…see below)

c. No texting/instant messaging/checking email/ or surfing the web without permission

2. Technology will be stored at the front of the room on assessment days

a. Students will be asked to store phones and all other belongings AT FRONT OF ROOM during all tests and quizzes.

b. Students who fail to do so will RECEIVE A ZERO on their quiz/test EVEN IF THEIR PAPER HAS BEEN TURNED IN.  This includes having a phone fall out of their pocket or jacket during a test or quiz.

c. Students who rec eive a zero for this violation will NOT be allowed to retake test or quiz.

3. The time for technology use will be specified by the teacher

a. Students who wish to take notes or work on their computer/cell phone must obtain permission daily before doing so.

b. Students must keep cell phone/other technology out of sight and on silent at all other times.

c. Unless otherwise instructed earphones are prohibited.

4. Students who fail to comply with the district, school, and classroom policy will be subject to discipline including the possibility of confiscation of the device and discipline referral.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the information provided in the “Course Description for Spanish 2 2012-13”  and the “Cell Phone/Technology Policies  for Spanish 2”.  I accept responsibility for the consequences of not following the guidelines and policies as outlined in the description. (Print 2 copies, one for home & one for notebook. Cut this portion of one and turn in.)

Student's Printed Name: _____________________________Student’s Signature: ________________________
Period: ______​​​______​   Parent's Signature: ___________​​​​​​____________________________________________

Date:________________
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