THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF NURSING

CLINICAL SKILLS PRACTICUM GUIDELINES

On your testing day you will be given 3 skills chosen at random to perform. Each will be weighted differently at 20%, 30% and 50%. You will have 10 minutes allotted for review with your book before test time. If you choose not to come early for the 10 minute  review, that time will be forfeited. Discussion or talking will not be allowed after you receive your skills. The skills have different point values assigned to critical elements which will give you an idea of what your instructor will be grading you on during the performance of the skills.  At the end of the 10 minute review your instructor will take your skills checklist and you will go back to the testing area.  You will not be able to look at the checklists after this time.

During the test, you may self-correct during a skill if you do something incorrectly.  For each self-correction of a 50% skill, you will lose 3 points.  For each self-correction of a 30% skill you will lose 2 points.  For each self-correction of a 20% skill, you will lose 1 point.  If you do not self-correct, you will not get the points.  Let’s say, for example, you get sterile gloving and you happen to touch an area that is not sterile when donning your sterile gloves.  If you self-correct immediately (you say “I need to self-correct” and then state what you are correcting), you will be asked to get another pair and you still have to demonstrate the skill to the instructor correctly but you have only lost 2 points.  Self-correcting doesn’t mean that since you just self-corrected, you do not have to complete the skill.  You will still need to demonstrate the skill to the instructor. Remember the instructor will be watching you and saying little.  So if you contaminate or do something incorrectly, they will not remind you but rather write down what you are doing incorrectly.  If you do not say anything, do not think that this means we did not see what was done incorrectly.   Instructors will only ask questions when they need clarification of what you have done or are doing.

You will have 30 minutes to get all the skills done and if you are not done within that time frame, you will be asked to leave and will not be able to complete the test.  Some of the skills may take longer than other skills but we have it paced where all three skills can reasonably be completed in 30 minutes.   At the end of the test, your instructor will briefly review what you did incorrectly. You will be given your grade at this time.
If you do not pass the exam, you will be required to meet with the lab faculty that tested you so that you may repeat another group of selected skills using the same process.

