Fugitive Slave Act
What did the Fugitive Slave Act do?  

1.The constitution already contained a clause that said that fugitive slaves were still considered slaves in non slave states, and were to be returned if captured in the northern states. The north however ignored this clause for the most part. 

2.The fugitive Slave act came into being to help enforce this clause. It made it so that Citizens were required by law to assist in the recovery of lost slaves. The slaves were denied a jury trial in the cases of capture. Instead special commissioners were used to decide whether they where to go with their captures or not. They were paid 5$ for those who were released and $10 for those who were sent with the claimant.  

3.There was a hefty fine for those who assisted slaves.$1000 and possibly six months imprisonment.  

What effects did it have?  

1.The act also increased business for those who where already paid to find escaped slaves. 

2.It also cause a rush of more than 10,000 blacks running into Canada to escape capture.  

3.It made the Mason-Dixon line obsolete because now the slaves had to run all the way to Canada for guaranteed freedom. 

4.There was a definite corruption of the commissioners who simply wanted to be paid more. During the 1850’s 332 slaves were returned to their owners and only 11 were declared free. 

5.This greed meant that it was possible for truly free blacks to be taken as slaves when they never were to begin with.  

6. An example of a person affected by this act was Thomas Sims. He was an escaped slave from Georgia. When living and working in Boston he was ruled a fugitive and ordered to return to his master. He was promptly torn from his new life and escorted by 300 US soldiers and deputies to the navy yard and placed on a ship going south.  

