AP Government and Politics:  United States

Syllabus

Overview

This is an Advanced Placement course designed to provide college level work to highly qualified senior students.  This course emphasizes concentrated study on the foundations, historical development and current workings of the American government and political system.  Students will work from a college level textbook, supplementary reading materials, and primary documents.  Students will be required to read weekly periodicals and daily newspapers in order to demonstrate an awareness of current events.  Throughout the year, students will be responsible for presenting to the class various aspects of the American political system.  A chief goal of this course is to prepare students for the Advanced Placement exam in Government and Politics:  United States, which they must take in order to earn AP credit on their transcript.  

Course Goals

The students will:

· Develop a working knowledge of the function and workings of the American government and political system; 
· Develop an appreciation for the strengths of the American political system and an awareness of its weaknesses; 

· Understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens;

· See that they play a very important role in the decision making processes of their local, state and national governments;
· Take an active role in their local government by attending and participating in annual Town Meeting;
· Learn to critically examine media coverage of local, national and international affairs;
· Develop independent learning skills;

· Be able to interpret and analyze information provided in the form of graphs and charts;

· Earn a 3, 4 or 5 on the College Board’s AP Government and Politics:  United States Exam.

Text and Supplemental Readings

· O’Connor, Karen, and Sabato, Larry J. American Government:  Continuity and Change. 2006 ed. New York: Pearson, 2006.
· Federalist #10

· The United States Constitution

· The Declaration of Independence

· Time,  Newsweek or US News and World Report

· The Boston Globe, Washington Post or New York Times
· Various United States Supreme Court decisions

· Other readings as provided
Assessment and Grading Policy

Quizzes:  Students will be quizzed at least once during each unit.  Quizzes are worth 25 – 50 points.  The format of quizzes will vary (i.e. multiple choice, matching, scenario development, etc.). 
Tests:  Students will take a test at the end of each unit.  Tests are worth 130 – 200 points.  Tests will consist of multiple choice questions, analysis of maps, political cartoons, charts and/or graphs and will always have an analytical free-response question.

Homework:  Students are expected to be watching, reading and/or listening to the news on a daily basis.  Knowledge of current events will play a major role in daily discussions.  Since one of the goals of this course is independent learning, graded nightly homework is rarely assigned, but students are responsible for reading the textbook and supplemental readings as assigned.

Project:  At least one independent project will be assigned each term.  Details of projects will be given at the beginning of the term.  Projects are worth 150 – 300 points.  No projects will be accepted after the due date.  
Participation:  Each time that the class breaks into two discussion groups, every student will be expected to participate in the discussion.  Students will earn 10 points for actively and intelligently participating in the discussion.  Students will earn 5 points for participating at all.  Students will earn 0 points if they do not participate.  At the end of the term, the total points earned will equal between 150 and 300 points. 
Course Outline
Unit One:  School Law







Key Terms and Concepts
Tinker v. Des Moines, Iowa(1968)



Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

Pyle v. South Hadley(1996)




Bethel v. Fraser(1986)

Veronia v. Acton (1995)





Board of Education v. Pico (1982)

Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988)


Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)

New Jersey v. TLO (1985)




Lee v. Weisman (1992)

Santa Fe Independent School Dist. v. Doe (2000)

reasonable suspicion
West Virginia State Board of Ed. v. Barnette(1943)

in loco parentis
Owasso Independent School Dist. No. 1011 v. Falvo  (2002)

Essential Questions:

1. Do you shed your constitutional rights at the schoolhouse door?

2. What rights do you have in school regarding speech, religion, privacy and search and seizure?

3. How are the rights of Massachusetts students different than students in other states?

Readings:
http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/student.html
http://www.aclu.org/studentsrights/index.html
Supplemental readings as assigned
Unit Two:  Foundations of American Government



Key Terms and Concepts

Reformation



Enlightenment


John Locke

Thomas Hobbes



Social Contract Theory

political spectrum
citizen




conservative


liberal
libertarian



majority rule


popular sovereignty

monarchy



natural law


theocracy
oligarchy



dictatorship


republic

democracy



personal liberty


political culture

political ideology


politics



popular consent

totalitarianism



presidential system

parliamentary system

Essential Questions:
1. What are the different types of governments, both historically and presently?

2. What is ideology and how do we acquire our political beliefs?

3. What are the prevailing political ideologies in present-day America and how did they develop?
4. What are your political beliefs and where do you stand on the political spectrum?
5. How did the theories of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes impact the development of the United States government?

6. What are the characteristics of the American republic?
Readings:
O’Connor and Sabato, p.  5-32
John Locke’s Second Treatise on Government (Excerpts)

Supplemental readings as assigned
Unit Three:  The Constitution and Federalism



Key Terms and Concepts

Articles of Confederation 

Anti-federalist


Federalist


Bill of Rights



checks and balances

confederation

Constitution



enumerated powers

implied powers
Declaration of Independence

Federalist Papers

“Great Compromise”
Virginia Plan



New Jersey Plan

Bill of Attainder
bi-cameral legislature


necessary and proper clause
separation of powers

Shay’s Rebellion


supremacy clause

3/5 compromise

block grant



categorical grant

unfunded mandate

concurrent powers


reserved powers


federalism


cooperative federalism


dual federalism

ex post facto law

full faith and credit clause

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)
federal system


McCullough v. Maryland (1819)

Marbury v. Madison (1803)
judicial review
James Madison



Thomas Jefferson

George Washington
Alexander Hamilton


Northwest Ordinance

factions

Federalist #10



marble cake federalism

new federalism
privileges and immunities clause
preemption


amendment

Marshall Court



due process clause
Essential Questions:
1. How did the events prior to, during and after the American Revolution lead to the development of the Articles of Confederation and, eventually, the Constitution?
2. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?
3. How did compromise save the constitution?
4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the United States Constitution?
5. What were the arguments of the Federalists and  Anti-federalists? 

6. What is the process for amending the constitution?
7. What are the different types of constitutional powers, to whom do they belong and how do these powers interact, historically and presently?
8. How has the power of the different branches evolved over the years?

9. What are the checks and balances in place to maintain the separation of powers?

10. How has federalism evolved over time and what is its present state?

11. What are some present-day examples of the conflicts that arise in our federal system? 

Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, p.  33-124

Federalist Papers (Excerpts)
Federalist #10

The United States Constitution

Declaration of Independence

The United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
Supplemental readings as assigned

Unit Four:  Elections and Political Behavior



Key Terms and Concepts

exit polls


margin of error


political ideology

political socialization

public opinion


coalition

direct primary


governmental party

issue-oriented party

machine


national convention

platform

party identification

political party


third party

ticket-spilt


de-alignment


closed primary

critical election


cross-over voting

elector

electoral college

electorate


front-loading

delegates


general election


initiative

mandate


midterm election

open primary

party realignment

primary election

referendum

super delegate


campaign consultant

campaign manager

debate



contrast ad 


hard money

soft money


McCain Feingold Law

negative ad

PAC



fairness doctrine

equal time rule

Muckraking


yellow journalism

interest group

Lobbying


lobbyist



trade associations

public interest groups

527 group


red state

blue state


political efficacy

Christian Coalition

gender gap


populist



Super Tuesday

disfranchisement

demographics


linkage institutions

winner-take-all-system

Federal Election Campaign Act 
Know-Nothings

Federal Election Commission (FEC)



incumbent

Essential Questions:

1. How do people develop their political philosophies, beliefs and practices?

2. What role does the media play in political socialization?

3. What are the functions and structures of political parties?

4. How did the American political party system develop and what is its present state?

5. How do political parties impact elections and the functioning of the American government?

6. What is the current state of American voting behavior and how has it evolved over time?

7. What are the different types of elections and how are they conducted?

8. What is the process for electing the President of the United States?

9. What role does the media play in the electoral process?

10. What are the pros and cons of our current electoral system and what changes are being proposed?

11. What are the different types of interest groups and what role do they play in American elections?

12. Using charts, graphs and statistics, what trends are noticeable in voting behavior and political beliefs?

Readings:
O’Connor and Sabato, p.  385 - 610

Supplemental readings as assigned
Unit Five: Rights and Freedoms




Key Terms and Concepts

civil liberties


clear and present danger test

civil rights
direct incitement test

due process



establishment clause 

free exercise clause

exclusionary rule


fighting words

libel



slander




incorporation doctrine

prior restraint


selective incorporation


symbolic speech

“fruits of a poisonous tree 
right to privacy



Lemon test


warrant



“Civil War Amendments”

affirmative action

black codes


grandfather laws


suffrage
Civil Rights Act of 1964
Voting Rights Act of 1965

Jim Crow Laws
de facto discrimination

de jure discrimination

Equal Rights Amendment

Cohens v. Virginia (1821)



Miranda v. AZ(1966)
NY Times v. Sullivan(1964)



Dred Scott v. Sandford (1856)

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)



Schenk v. US (1919)

De Jonge v. Oregon (1937)



Korematsu v. US (1944)



Mapp v. Ohio (1961)




Kelo v. New London (2005)
Engle v. Vitale (1962)




Gideon v. Wainright (1963)

Abington v. Schemp (1963)



Griswold v. Connecticut (1965)
Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969)



Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971)

New York Times Co. v. US (1971)


Roe v. Wade (1973)

US v. Nixon (1974)




Gregg v. Georgia (1976)

Regents of California v. Bakke (1977)


US v. Leon (1984)

South Dakota v. Dole (1987)



Texas v. Johnson (1989)

Webster v. Reproductive Health Services (1989)

Romer v. Evans (1996)

Shaw v. Hunt (1996)




Clinton v. Jones (1997)

Reno v. ACLU (1997)




Clinton v. City of New York (1998)

Bush v. Gore (2000)




Grutter v. Bollinger (2003)

Ashcroft v. ACLU (2004)



Gonzales v. Oregon (2005)

Essential Questions:

1. What are your rights regarding freedom of speech?
2. What are your rights regarding freedom of religion?

3. What are your rights regarding freedom of assembly and petition?

4. What are your rights regarding freedom of the press?

5. What are your rights regarding the right to bear arms?

6. What are your rights regarding freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures?

7. What are your rights regarding criminal and civil trials?

8. How have “constitutional rights” changed over time?

9. Is there a Constitutional right to privacy and how has that question impacted American society?

10. How has the struggle for equal and civil rights evolved over time?

Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, 157-236

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/historic.htm
http://www.landmarkcases.org/

Supplemental readings as assigned

Unit Six:  The Legislative Branch




Key Terms and Concepts

Appropriations


apportionment


bill

bi-partisanship


cloture



Committee of the Whole

concurrent resolution

conference committee

congressional review

delegate


discharge petition

divided government

filibuster


impeachment


incumbency

joint committee


joint resolution


law

partisanship


majority leader


majority party

minority leader


minority party


override

oversight


party caucus


pocket veto

politico



pork



President Pro Tempore



redistricting


rider



Rules Committee

select committee

seniority rule


simple resolution

Speaker of the House

standing committee

trustee

Veto



War Powers Act

Ways and Means Committee

whip 



quorum



gerrymandering

Essential Questions:

1. What powers are assigned by the Constitution to the legislative branch and how are those powers used?
2. How is Congress organized?

3. What are the differences between the House and Senate in organization, function and legislative procedure? 

4. How are members of Congress elected and what is their function?

5. How do members of Congress make decisions and what factors influence those decisions?

6. What is the process used for making laws?
7. What is the relationship between the Legislative and Executive branches and how has this relationship evolved?

8. What is the relationship between the Legislative and Judicial branches and how has this relationship evolved?

Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, p.  237 - 276

Supplemental readings as assigned

Unit Seven:  The Executive Branch and Federal Bureaucracy

Key Terms and Concepts

cabinet


executive agreement


executive order

executive privilege
impeachment



inherent powers

signing statements
line-item veto



pardon

patronage

veto power



administrative adjudication

bureaucracy

civil service system


administrative discretion

departments

government corporation

independent regulatory commission

Hatch Act

iron triangle



independent executive agency
merit system

Pendleton Act



regulations

spoils system

Imperial Presidency


bully pulpit

lame duck

Essential Questions:

1. What powers are assigned by the Constitution to the Executive branch and how are those powers used?

2. How is the Executive branch organized and how has the federal bureaucracy expanded?

3. What people and organizations does the President rely on to make decisions?

4. What is the relationship between the Legislative and Executive branches and how has this relationship evolved?

5. What is the relationship between the Executive and Judicial branches and how has this relationship evolved?

6. How has the role and powers of the presidency developed and expanded?

7. How does the federal bureaucracy work?

8. How are executive agencies held accountable? 

Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, p.  277 - 342

Supplemental readings as assigned

Unit Eight:  The Judicial Branch






amicus curae

appellate courts

appellate jurisdiction

brief

litmus test

majority opinion

minority opinion

concurrent opinion

civil law

constitutional courts

criminal law

judicial activism

judicial implementation

judicial restraint

Judiciary Act of 1789

jurisdiction

legislative courts

loose constructionalist

original jurisdiction

precedent
rule of four

senatorial courtesy

Solicitor General

stare decisis

strict constructionalist
trial courts

writ of certiorari

Essential Questions:

1. How was federal judicial system created and how has it developed over time?

2. What is the relationship between the Judicial and Executive branches and how has this relationship evolved?

3. What is the relationship between the Judicial and Legislative branches and how has this relationship evolved?

4. How does the American criminal and civil legal system work?

5. How are federal judges selected, what is their function and what are the different ways that they interpret the Constitution?

6. What is the function of the US Supreme Court today and how does it operate?

7. How are judicial rulings implemented?
Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, p.  343 - 384

Supplemental readings as assigned
Unit Nine:  Social Policy







Key Terms and Concepts

agenda
entitlement programs

Medicaid
Medicare
means-tested program

policy adoption

policy evaluation
policy implementation

Social Security Act

welfare

welfare reform

New Deal

Essential Questions:

1. What is the nature of the policy-making process?  
2. How did social welfare policy develop through the 19th and 20th centuries?

3. What is the current state of social welfare and entitlement programs today and what are the concerns for the future?
 Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, p.  611 - 650

Supplemental readings as assigned

Unit Ten:  Economic Policy







Key Terms and Concepts

Keynesian economics

economic regulation


economic stability

“it’s the economy, stupid”
Federal Reserve Board


fiscal policy

deficit spending


Gross National Product


inflation
depression


recession



laissez-faire
capitalism


communism



socialism

monetary policy


open-market operations


NAFTA

World Bank


International Monetary Fund

European Union

 Essential Questions:

1. What are the roots and present state of the government’s involvement in the economy?
2. How has America’s role in the global economy developed and evolved?

Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, p.  651 - 688

Supplemental readings as assigned

Unit Eleven:  Foreign Policy





Key Terms and Concepts

Carter Doctrine


CIA



containment

Détente



Embargo Act


engagement

human Rights


isolationism


Kyoto Conference

League of Nations

manifest destiny

Marshall Plan
Monroe Doctrine

military industrial complex
moralism

multi-lateralism


National Security Council
Nixon Doctrine

non-governmental agency
NATO



Reagan Doctrine

Cold War


Roosevelt Corollary

START Treaty

Tariffs



Truman Doctrine

domino theory
Unilateralism


United Nations


Vietnam War

War on Terrorism

Washington’s Farewell Address

Patriot Act

Essential Questions:

1. How did the United States emerge as a world power in the 19th and 20th centuries?
2. How did America interact with foreign powers during the Cold war?

3. How has America’s relationship with the world changed since September 11, 2001?

4. How are foreign policy and defense policy decisions made and implemented?

Readings:

O’Connor and Sabato, p.  689 – 726 and Supplemental readings as assigned

