Chapter 3 – Section 1  Ancient Mesopotamia, the First Civilization

Civilization – a culture that has reached a certain level of development that includes:

1. A system of writing

2. Cities

3. Specialized Workers

Mesopotamia – the area in the fertile crescent, between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, where the first civilizations formed around 3500 BCE. 

Mesopotamia means “the land between two rivers.”

City-State – In Mesopotamia, a city and the farmland around it.  The earliest city-states were ruled by an individual who was both a religious leader and a king. A city state was a theocracy.

Theocracy – a government that is ruled by a religious leader.

Three early civilizations in Mesopotamia were

1. Sumer

2. Babylonia

3. Assyria

Sumerians built their homes from sun-dried clay and straw bricks. 

The Sumerians created a form of writing called cuneiform, using a system of triangular symbols written on clay tablets.

Irrigation (controlled water flow using ditches) allowed the Sumerians to produce more than enough food to feed the people.  This allowed more time for doing other things. Some of their inventions were:

1. The wheel



2. The plow
  

3. a number system based on 60
 

4. Schools 

Sumerians built pyramid shaped temple was called a Ziggurat. 

Two major cities in Sumer were Ur and Uruk.

Hammurabi’s Code – the world’s first written code of laws. These were written by Babylon’s greatest king, Hammurabi.  Most punishments were harsh and based on “an eye for an eye” philosophy. Punishments were stricter for people of lower social status. Although not perfect, by writing down the laws Hammurabi gave the citizens a consistent (unchanging) set of laws and punishments.

The Epic of Gilgamesh – The worlds oldest written story; the adventures of the Sumerian King.  King Gilgamesh is considered the oldest hero in western literature.

