Course Syllabus – Speech III





Fall 2009
Instructor: Mary Catherine Kemper


Office Phone:  277-2063

E-mail:mkemper@pld.com



Office Location:  Holcomb High School

Texts Required:
Fraleigh, Douglas M. and Joseph S. Tuman. Speak Up. An Illustrated Guide to Public Speaking.  First Edition . New York: Bedford/ St. Martin’s Communication. 2009.
Course Description:
This course introduces students to the fundamental principles of public speaking.  Topics discussed will include ethical public speaking, topic selection and purpose, selection and use of presentation aid materials, outlining and organizational techniques, development of introductions and conclusions, effective speech delivery, construction of and speaking strategies for extemporaneous speeches, informative speeches, persuasive speeches, and special occasion speeches.
Learning Tasks and Activities:
Students are required to actively engage in the following:

· Read carefully each assigned chapter in the text.

· Engage actively in class discussion and critiquing.
· Keep accurate notes on lectures and discussions.

· Give all speeches on date assigned.  If you are NOT in class when it is your date to deliver a speech, you will fail that speech.  
· Conduct research and incorporate said research into speeches without plagiarizing.

· Organize speeches according to speech models.

· Practice speeches.
· Turn in a complete sentence outline for each speech.
· Meet time limits for speeches.

· Perform well on tests.

Expected Learner Outcomes:
Students who successfully complete Speech I should be able to demonstrate the following skills at various levels depending upon individual ability:

· Select and present appropriate speech topics based upon their individual knowledge, interest, purpose and audience.

· Demonstrate logical thinking in the selection of main arguments and supporting facts.

· Effectively organize all presentations.

· Improve their individual verbal and non-verbal speaking skills.

· Demonstrate critical listening skills by critiquing content and analyzing the delivery of classmates' oral presentations.

Assigned Speeches:

· Personal Experience Speech

5 minutes

· Role Model Speech


5 minutes

· Demonstration Speech

5 minutes

· Opinion Speech


5 minutes

· Informative Speech


8-10 minutes

· V.A. Informative Speech

8-10 minutes

· Persuasive Speech


8-10 minutes

· V.A. Persuasive Speech

8-10 minutes




Learning Objectives:
Speech III is designed

· to improve each student’s speaking skills

· to teach students how to construct and deliver effectively a variety of speeches.

· to teach outlining principles.
· to help students think critically and objectively.
Grades and Grading

In this class you are graded on a total point system.  Your grade is determined by dividing the number of points you earn by the number of points possible. 

Grading Scale

100-90 = A

  89-80 = B

  79-70 = C

  69-60 = D

  59-50 = F

Because this is a college class and you or someone else is paying for you to be here, your attendance is expected.  However, the choice of whether or not to attend lies solely with you.  I do not grade on attendance, but in a crunch situation, say a 89% when final grades are due, regular attendance and participation will convince me to “round up” that score.  Your failure to attend class is your responsibility and I will not inconvenience myself in any way in order to get you caught up.  It is your responsibility to check with me if you must be gone, and it is your responsibility to get work in on time.  I do NOT accept any late work for any reason.
Assessment of Outcomes:
Students will be assessed in four areas:

· Cognitive
· Knowledge and practical application of topic outlining

· Knowledge shown through practical application of basic research used to enhance speech topics.
· Metacognitive
· Personal notes on each speech stating self-perceived shortcomings and goals for improvement

· Methods to be sued to help meet stated goals foe each speech

· Methods and materials used for research conducted

· Affective
· Attendance

· Class participation, speech criticism

· Speech is presented when assigned

· Performance
· Ability to deliver speeches effectively using basic speaking techniques.  Grade will be based upon individual improvement rather than on a standard scale.

· Written tests covering text material.
Statement on Plagiarism

The English & Speech Departments have adopted the following rules and definitions concerning plagiarism:

Definition:  Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or ideas without giving proper credit to the person who devised them.  It includes any of the following:

1. Not citing the source for words or ideas which are not your own.

2. Incorrect documentation in the outline, speech delivery, and the Works Cited Page.

3. Carelessness or sloppiness in the research which results in faulty documentation. In the outline and in the delivery of you speech.
4. Use of purchased or acquired speeches.  (**Speeches must be written solely for this class and during this semester.  Delivery of a speech that has been used for any other class or purpose is unacceptable).

If the instructor suspects or believes the student has plagiarized, the instructor is authorized to fail the student unless that student can prove the authenticity of the speech. The burden of proof rests on the student.  If the instructor is convinced that cheating or plagiarism has taken place, the student will be dropped with a failing grade in the course.

Instructor’s Note:  I have absolutely no tolerance for cheating or cheaters.  If you choose to be dishonest with me in any way, you will be dropped from class immediately.

Class Policies

1. No late work is accepted.  Work is due at the beginning of class on the assigned deadline.  There is no such thing as a late assignment in that work you attempt to turn in after the deadline is merely scratch paper.  If you miss class and an assignment is given in class that day, you will receive a zero on that assignment.

2. Plan for computer errors and glitches, as they are as much a part of modern society as breathing.  Errors and glitches will not be accepted as an excuse for not having your work completed on time.  Save frequently, save your work in two different locations (two floppy disks or on a floppy and on a hard drive, for example) and print out drafts periodically.  Your failure to follow these guidelines will result in a lack of sympathy on my part.

3. All outlines submitted must follow MLA style:  1” margins all around, double-spaced and Times New Roman size 12 font.  If your computer will not meet these requirements, find one that will.  All computers in the CLC are equipped to follow these guidelines. 

4.  You may e-mail your work to me, but the deadlines still apply.  E-mail outlines
must be submitted as attachments using Word or must be converted to a text file. If 

you want to pursue this option, send a test document in advance.  If your 

document is submitted at the last minute and I am unable to open and print it, the 

assignment will be considered late and receive a zero.

      5.   Students may NOT speak about illegal activities, nor may students bring items prohibited 

on campus as visual aides (alcohol, etc.).  PROFANITY is not allowed as it is NEVER APPROPRIATE in formal presentations.

      6.   For each speech a student will be allowed one white, 3 x 5 note card.

