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 the weather 
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CORDOVA, Alaska — Oysterman Jim Aguiar  FORMDROPDOWN 
      to deal with the bacterium Vibrio parahaemolyticus in his 25 years working the frigid waters of Prince William Sound.

The dangerous microbe infected seafood in warmer waters,   FORMDROPDOWN 
  the Gulf of Mexico. Alaska was way too cold.

But the sound was   FORMDROPDOWN 
   warming. By summer 2004, the temperature  FORMDROPDOWN 
    just enough to poke above the crucial 59-degree mark. Cruise-ship passengers who had eaten local oysters were soon coming down with diarrhea, cramping and vomiting — the first cases of Vibrio food poisoning in Alaska that anyone could remember.

As scientists later   FORMDROPDOWN 
   , the culprit was not just the bacterium but the warming that allowed it to proliferate.

"This was probably the best example    FORMDROPDOWN 
  of how global-climate change is changing the importation of infectious diseases," said Dr. Joe McLaughlin, acting chief of epidemiology at the Alaska Division of Public Health, who published a study on the FORMDROPDOWN 
.

The spread of human disease has become one of the most worrisome subplots in the story of global warming.

Incremental temperature changes outbreak     FORMDROPDOWN 
   to redraw the distribution of bacteria, insects and plants, exposing new populations to diseases that they have never seen before.

A report from the World Health Organization estimated that in 2000 about 154,000 deaths around the world could be attributed to disease outbreaks and other conditions sparked by climate change.

"It's going to get very warm," said Andrew Githeko, a vector biologist who heads the Climate and Human Health Research Unit at the Kenya Medical Research Institute in Kisumu. " FORMDROPDOWN 
 going to mean a huge difference to malaria."
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