
Name ___________________________________


Leveling Rubric for Writing Sample 


	Item
	1  Point
	 2  Points
	3  Points
	4  Points
	Points by Row

	Time on task

(15 minutes max.)
	Writes 2-3 sentences 
	Writes 4-5 sentences  
	Completes the paragraph on time. 
	Completes the paragraph on time  

Evidences substantial editing and/or revision.
	____x 1=____ 

	Vocabulary
	Uses limited oral/slang vocabulary (gonna; wanna, like, etc)
	Uses limited to basic vocabulary (common terms)
	Uses varied vocabulary.

(adjectives and adverbs)
	Uses rich and subject-appropriate vocabulary.
	____x 2=____

	Mechanics/

Usage
	Six or more errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.


	Three to five errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
	One or two errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
	No errors in

punctuation, 

capitalization, and 

spelling.
	____x 3=____

	Paragraph Organization/

Content
	Sentences not in

paragraph form  

(listing or just 

   sentences); paragraph does not address any of the topics        
	Does not indent 

Topic sentence is weak.

Missing supporting sentences or concluding sentence.

Lack transition words
	Paragraph is indented. Topic sentence is clear.

Support/concluding sentences may be weak.

May lack some transition words


	Paragraph is indented. Strong topic sentence, 

supporting examples and  

concluding sentence.

Uses transition words. 
	____x 4=____

	Sentence Structure
	Incomplete 

Sentences (has a fragment or an incomplete thought); syntax errors
	Punctuation errors;
Subject-verb and verb tense errors; pronoun errors; run-on sentences
	Simple sentence structures/limited variation; minor errors that do not interfere with reading the paragraph  
	Complete sentences 

Shows a high level of   

understanding


	____x 5=____

	
	
	
	
	  Total Points 
	_______/60


    Suggested Leveling 
Writing Improvement I

15-25

Writing Improvement II

26-35

Applied Composition 

36-50

Composition 101 

51-60
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