Citations for Papers


Any library will provide the style guides. On line references are plenty and very helpful. 

Any internet search will provide a wide variety of reference sources.

Here are some resources:

www.mla.org
www.apastyle.org
Additional information on these style guides are: www.healthlinks.washington.edu/hsl/styleguides.apa.html
www.crk.umn.edu/library/links/apa5th.htm
www.libs.uga.edu/ref/mlastyle.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/cup/cgos/idx_basic.html
These sources will help provide the information that will help format the paper.  

A word about plagiarism: do not do it.  Plagiarism is using any material from another source without proper citation. Sometimes student question what to cite. In general, follow these guidelines:

Cite if the information is 

1. another person’s research, data, idea, or opinion

2. another’s person speech or written work

3. any facts, data, or details which are not common or general knowledge.

Common knowledge is information that is known by a lot of people and it is written in a wide variety of places.  For example, The United States is made up of 50 states. We know this as a society; thus, there is no need to cite it. 

Decide how to cite the work based on what you are using in the text.  Over-citing is better than not citing information from others. 

	Type of Information Used
	Use this type of 

	Direct quotation
	Use quotation marks around the quote and an in-text reference and a complete citation on the reference page.

	Longer piece from which you borrow information, but paraphrase the information
	Use an in-text reference and a complete citation on the reference page

	Graphics, data, statistics
	Use an in-text reference and a complete citation on the reference page


Use the both in-text references and references at the end of the paper to ensure that any material that is not solely yours is given a citation entry. The chart below details the most common of formats to use.  Other more specific information on citations can be gained by referring to the previous website or a hard-copy of the style guides. 

