
LET US LEARN THE 
SUBJUNCTIVE!

INDEPENDENT USES



Subjunctive: used to indicate that 
which is potential, or contrary to 

fact.
Hortatory

Volitive

Optative

Deliberative 

Used in the present 
subjunctive, 1st

person plural: 
“Let us…”

“Jussive”: present 
subjunctive, 3rd

person: “May he…”

• In the present tense: a wish 
that can be fulfilled in the future

•In the imperfect: a wish that 
cannot be fulfilled in the present

•In the pluperfect: a wish that 
could not be fulfilled in the past.

May use utinam

Expresses: “If 
only…would…

A subjunctive verb in 
a direct question 
indicates the subject is 
weighing a course of 
action.Potential

Present or perfect
subjunctive indicates 
possibility in present or 
future time

Imperfect: a possibility that 
might have existed in the 
past.

With ne and the 
perfect subjunctive, 
used as a negative 
command 



Id ēgeris.

2nd/S/Perf/Subj/Act

Hortatory? Volitive? Deliberative

Optative

Potential
You would do it.



Ab urbe abeāmus

1st/pl/present/subjunctive/active

Hortatory

Let us flee from the city!



Domum redīrent.

3rd/Pl/Impf/Subj/Act

Hortatory? Volitive?
Optative

Deliberative
If only they would have returned home. (Optative)



Utinam nē audīrēs

2nd/s/impf/subj

•Utinam: Optative

If only you wouldn’t hear!



Nē hostēs timueris. 

2nd/s/perf/subj/act

Volitive (command)Nē

Do not fear the enemies.



Deum amēmus.

1st/pl/pres/subj/act

Hortatory

Let us love God



Omnēs discipulī
mōdum

subjunctivum
intellegant!
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