Study Guide – Frederick Douglass

Chapter 1

Childhood

· Born in Maryland

· Did not know his birthday.  Slaves did not know their exact birthday.  This robbed them of their individuality and made them feel like farm animals.

Mother

· His mother was Harriet Bailey

· Slaves were separated from their mothers’ at about 12 months of age.  The masters did this to destroy the bond between mother and child.  It robbed the children of knowing their family history and having pride in their African heritage (which made the slaves less likely to rebel against their white masters)

· Frederick Douglass only saw his mother a few times in his life at night when she was allowed to travel to visit him.  He was not allowed to attend her funeral and did not feel sad when she died because she was a stranger to him

Father

· Was rumored to be his white master

· The slave followed the condition of their mother (If your mom was a slave and father a master you would be a slave)

· Having a white/master father was not an advantage.  This man would treat his black/slave children poorly to “prove” to his wife that he did not love the black slave who mothered the slave child.

· There were many half black / half white slaves on plantations.  Some people thought that if the white masters kept having children the entire US slave population would eventually become white, thus ending slavery

