Mrs. Martin

Sociology


Name_____________________________

Planning Guide: Critique

CONTENT: Each critique should include

I. Thesis: 

1. What is the thesis (Citation)?
2. Why is the topic of this article important to society? 

II. Theory: 

1. What theoretical perspective of sociology does the research seem to support: Functionalist (include: manifest, latent, and dysfunction), Conflict (what groups are in conflict, who has power? Over whom? How is it exerted? to what end?), or Interactionist (what is the symbol? What does it symbolize? who is interacting with what or how is there interaction)? 

2. Describe or define the perspective (From lecture notes). 

3. Give example from the article that makes you think this (Citation).

III. Methods:
1. Name the method(s) used.
2. Describe the method(s) used (ex. survey, experiment, secondary analysis, document study, Case study, participant observation).
3. Describe what occurred in the article to make you believe this method was used (citation). 
4. List the strengths and weakness of each method used (from lecture and Article #4).
5. Explain if the study meets the ethical standards in Sociology (from lecture), if you use an example from the article to illustrate the ethics you will also need a citation.  
IV. Evidence: 

1. What were the findings? Were they Quantitative or Qualitative? 

Example-What evidence was given, for example: 50% of marriages end in divorce or the divorce rate in the country is growing (Citation)?
2. Explain if the findings supported the author’s thesis (Citation).
3. Discuss strengths and/or weaknesses of the evidence. For example- would you consider the findings to be spurious or do you disagree with the correlations. Was the sample large enough, was the research outdated?  (Include citations if you discuss specific information from the article on strengths and weaknesses)
IV. Recommendations: 
1. Summarize your evaluation of the article (Citation). 
2. Who do you feel will benefit from the publication of the article and its findings? 

3. What should be changed in this research to improve/strengthen findings? 
4. Finally, propose your own thesis statement on this subject. 
