Mrs. Martin                                                                                               Due Friday 2/24/12
Sociology


Folkway Assignment
In class, we have been discussing culture and cultural components.   One cultural component is a “norm” which is a shared rule of conduct.  A “folkway” is a norm that does not have great moral significance.  If one breaks a folkway he or she will not be shunned by society, just looked at somewhat funny for awhile.  Your assignment is to break a folkway in society.

Choose a folkway you feel comfortable breaking in public (if you are not sure if something is a folkway, ask me).  Then you must break it three times; once in front of family, once in front of friends, and once in front of strangers.  After each event, record the reactions of those around you.  In order to have “good” information, make sure what you choose is actually going to surprise the people around you.

Once you have publicly embarrassed yourself three times and recorded the results you must write a minimum of a three paragraph, typed, double spaced, analysis.  

In the introduction, explain what a folkway is, why your action is a folkway in the U. S., explain what you chose to do and why, what groups and group settings you chose. 

In the body of your analysis, describe in detail the three times you broke the folkway, the reaction, why people reacted the way they did, and whether or not you were surprised by the reaction.  

Finally, in the conclusion, compare reactions.  Did the reactions vary from group to group – why or why not?  How do you feel your experiment went over all?  Sum up your results.

Please remember this is a formal writing assignment.  You are juniors and seniors.  Write like it.  Please don’t use contractions – they look bad!   Choose descriptive words; don’t use words like “bad”.  Please avoid run-on sentences because run-ons are not a good way to write they are a bad way to write and they make you sound like you don’t know what the heck is going on.  No fragments – bad.  Wach you’re speling.  (By the way, I am aware that I did everything I told you not to.  I was illustrating a point.  LAY OFF).

One more note – use common sense.  If you get in trouble for your actions, I will not claim any responsibility.  I will not get you out of detention, grounding, or jail.  I will even deny I gave this assignment. This assignment will self destruct in 5 seconds.

This assignment is worth 40 points
*Remember to use Turnitin.com and attach receipt.
Any critique turned in but not submitted to Turnitin.com will not be graded and will need to be submitted to turnitin.com before resubmitting the hard copy in class. A 10% point deduction will be assessed for each day late.
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_____Typed, double spaced, one-inch margins, pagination with authors last name in upper right 

          header 

_____Turnitin.com with turnitin receipt attached
_____Proper grammar, spelling, and language usage (do not use: you, your, we us, our, things, 

          stuff, good, bad, abbreviations, contractions, symbols, slang, etc.) 

CONTENT: 
I. Introduction 








_____/7

_____Explains what a folkway is 

_____Explains why the action is a folkway in the U. S. 

_____Explain what you chose to do and why, what groups and group settings 

III. Body
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_____Describes in detail breaking the folkway in front of family including reaction of Family

_____Describes in detail breaking the folkway in front of friends including reaction of friends

_____Describes in detail breaking the folkway in front of strangers including reaction of 
          strangers

_____Discusses if reactions were surprising

IV. Conclusion
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_____ Compare reactions.  Did the reactions vary from group to group – why or why not?  
_____How do you feel your experiment went over all?  
_____Sum up results.

Please note- Any critique turned in but not submitted to Turnitin.com will not be graded and will need to be fixed before resubmitting. A 10% point deduction will be assessed for each day late.

