Mrs. Martin

Sociology 2012
Scholarly Journal: Article Critique

You will choose one article published in a scholarly journal to critique during the 1st Quarter. Critiques should be based on the soundness of the research and analysis of the article using knowledge learned in class not based on your opinion about the subject matter. Your critique is due Friday3/2/2012. The critique needs to be submitted to turnitin.com before class on Friday3/2/2012 and a receipt attached to the hard copy submitted in class. The critique is worth 55 points.

FORMAT: Critiques should be two to three pages in length, no cover page, typed, double spaced, one-inch margins, pagination with your last name in upper right header, Title of Critique centered non-bolded (no Works Cited needed), include internal citations noting what page from the article material being discussed is found on (each portion of the critique should contain citations). Proper grammar, spelling, and language usage are expected. This is formal writing, do not use: I, you, me, we, us, our, things, stuff, good, bad, abbreviations, contractions, symbols, slang, etc... (10 points)
CONTENT: Each critique should include
I. Thesis: You must include the thesis of the article. This is the main point the author is trying to make. Discuss the importance of the author’s research including its potential use to sociology and society at large. Include citations. (8 points)
II. Theory: What theoretical perspective of sociology does the research seem to support: Functionalist, Conflict, or Interactionist? Choose and fully explain one theoretical perspective. Be sure to explain why the research seems to be associated with a specific perspective/theory. Include citations.  (8 points)
III. Methods: Describe the research methods used by the author to investigate the thesis. Relate the methods used to those discussed in class noting the strength and/or weakness of each method used. For example-Did the research use surveys or secondary analysis? Were the methods appropriate? Were the methods implemented correctly? Was the study ethical? Include citations.  (8 points)
IV. Evidence: Explain if the findings supported the author’s thesis. Discuss strengths and/or weaknesses of the evidence. For example- would you consider the findings to be spurious or do you disagree with the correlations. Include citations.  (8 points)
V. Recommendations: Summarize your evaluation of the article. Be sure to include who you feel will benefit from the publication of the article and its findings. What should be changed in this research to improve/strengthen findings? Finally, propose your own thesis statement on this subject. Include citations.  (13 points)
Please note- any critique not submitted to turnitin.com or turned in without internal citations and proper typed format will not be graded and will need to be fixed before resubmitting
A 10% point deduction will be assessed for each day late.
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