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Content: This is a one semester (5unit) class that deals with the governmental, political and legal systems of the United States. The class meets CHS graduation requirements as well as admissions standards for both UC and CSU systems.  A topical outline of course content is printed on the reverse side of this paper. This semester students will be required to attend local government and/or legal hearings an to participate in election campaign work in addition to classroom assignments. 

Standards: This class qualifies students for University of California admission. Therefore, standards of effort and achievement in this section will be high. Grades will be based on a variety of student work including homework, reading quizzes, major written and objective exams, research projects and presentations, community involvement, class participation and a comprehensive final test. CHS English Department standards are expected for all written work.


The goal of the grading standards will be to project the teacher’s on going evaluation of each student’s level of achievement in terms of course content and academic skills. Each assignment will be judged for effective communication, quality production and critical thought. Successful students will demonstrate behaviors associated with responsible citizenship. Semester grades will be awarded on a percentage basis (90% = A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D)

Materials: Everyday requirements for each student include the text, American Government (covered), CHS Student Agenda, an organized notebook, writing materials and prompt attendance. Students will also need to have access to a computer with Microsoft Word for writing some assignments. 

Assistance: Mr. Cantrell will be available for consultation with students or parents before or after school by appointment almost any school day. Special tutorial opportunities may be arranged by request. Questions may be directed by email to jcantrell@cusd.net
Expectations: Students will be subject to standard CHS disciplinary rules regarding behavior and attendance (see CHS Agenda for specifics.)  Every effort should be made to attend all class sessions and to complete all assignments. Students who miss classes will find that it is very difficult to catch up adequately with the data they will have missed. If it is necessary to miss class students should contact classmates to learn daily assignments. 

Also, there will be a class participation grade for the semester that will be affected by tardiness, absences and non-participation. Each day in class counts as one point on the participation grade so each student begins with an A+ (100/100). If students are tardy, absent, unprepared, leave class for personal reasons, or do not participate in class activities the student will lose one point for each occasion. 

CHS American Democracy Topical Outline

I. Introduction to Government


-basic terms and issues


-comparative political and economic systems


-origins of American government

II. Elections, public opinion and the media


-current candidates


-political parties


-election campaigns

III. Constitution


-Articles of Confederation


-Legislative, Executive and Judicial Branches

IV. Bill of Rights, Civil Liberties and Judicial Review

V. Federal Legislative process

VI. Legal system


-criminal law


-civil law

VII. Local Government 

VIII. Review and comprehensive final exam
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We (student and parent) have read, reviewed and understand the syllabus for this class.

Please sign and date: 

	Student Name (print)


	

	Student Signature


	

	Parent Name (print)


	

	Parent Signature


	

	Parent Daytime 

Phone Contact
	

	Parent Email 

Address
	


