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The mission statement of Norwell High School is to provide an engaging, supportive environment where students strive for excellence, practice respect, and contribute to society.

Integrity
Learning
Respect

Responsibility

NHS student expectations for learning:

· Effective Readers

· Effective Listeners

· Effective Writers
Course Description This course is an analytical examination of sociology through historical and contemporary world events. Major emphasis is placed on a holistic analysis of the events leading up to, including, and following the Holocaust. Students will use contemporary sociological theories to explain discrimination, racism, segregation, and genocide. The course is a seminar and depends on independent student research, presentation, and discussion by class members. Each student is responsible for maintaining a portfolio of his/her work, which consists of book and movie reviews, research projects, workshops, and reflective journal writing. An important aspect of the course is analysis and discussion of issues as they are presented in primary source documents, short stories, and readings. Students are encouraged to be directly involved in all aspects of the course: design, discussion leadership, peer and self-assessment.
· This course is not meant to cover every detail of the Holocaust. By using the Holocaust as a case study, we raise profound moral questions about the consequences of our actions and our beliefs, which help us make connections between history and the moral choices we make every day. 
· If you like note-taking and tests you should choose another course!

· We will be discussing many different and sometimes very controversial topics, so please keep in mind that everyone is entitled to his or her opinion- for this, acceptance and mutual respect is essential.
Topics: (very fluid, subject to change)
· Introduction- 
· Sociology

· The Holocaust 

· The Individual and Society 

· We and They 

· Germany in the 20’s

· The Nazi’s Take Power

· Escalating Violence 

· Conformity and Obedience

· Bystanders and Rescuers

· Judgment
Course Requirements and Grading:
· Since there are no tests in this course you will be graded based on a contract.  (See back)
· Daily Reflections.  After each lesson you will write a one-page reflection explaining your opinion/feelings/stand on a certain issue.
· Small Projects. (Term 1)  After some lessons I will assign small projects.  Don’t stress, these are not meant to be long term projects.  They usually can be completed in 1-2 days.
· Sociological Terms Journal (Term 2) You will create a journal of 15-20 sociology terms with examples from current events or history.
· Research Paper. (Term 3)  As stated above, this course is a seminar and depends on students to bring a certain amount of information to the daily discussions.  Toward the beginning of the course you will chose a topic to complete a research paper.  During the semester you will be required to discuss your findings with the group.  
· Final Exam.  Your final exam will be the compilation of your work in a portfolio.  (All students will be required to turn in a portfolio regardless of your grade average. ___NO EXCEPTIONS!)
· Materials. You will need to keep a 3-ring binder of all your work.
· Filler paper

· Flash drive recommended
Grading Criteria

	Grade/Level


	Daily Participation
	Reflections
	Two Projects  Term 1
	Sociological Terms Journal

Term 2
	Research Paper
Term 3
	Final

Portfolio

	A Range- Honors
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20 Terms
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	B Range- Honors

A Range- C.P.
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1 of 2
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4-page
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	C Range- Honors
B Range- C.P.
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3-Page
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	C Range-

C.P.
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1 of 2
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10 Terms
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· Each of the criteria listed above are minimums, anything lower can result in falling down to the next grade level.

