Mesopotamia Notes

 “Land Between Two Rivers”

Mesopotamia’s keys to success

· Tigris and Euphrates Rivers – Unpredictable

· Fertile Crescent

I. First Cities- 3200 B.C. (Before Egypt’s Old Kingdom)

· Ur, Erech and Sumer

· Trade Brings Riches

A. Sumeria

· Government-Separate City States and Rulers

· Responsible for irrigation and city walls

· Scribes tended to taxes and record keeping

B. Social Hierarchy-social rank

C. Religion

· Polytheistic

· Gods and goddesses act like normal people

· Keep gods happy for safety of city state

· Ziggurat- pyramid shaped TEMPLES

· Shrines to that city’s god

· Prayer and Sacrifices of Animals or Food

· Inanna-goddess of love/prosperous new year

· Believed in an Afterlife

· “Epic of Gilgamesh” describes the Underworld

D. Learning

· Cuneiform: Wedge shaped writing on clay tablets

II. First Empire 2300 B.C.

· Sargon-Ruler of Akkad invades Sumer

III. Hammurabi: 1790 King of Babylon (while Lower Egypt falls to Hyksos)

· Code of Hammurabi

A. Criminal Law-Law limits personal vengeance & encourages order

B. Civil Law-Protects the powerless & personal rights

· Other improvements

A. Irrigation

B. Well trained armies

C. Repaired temples

D. Promoted a chief Babylonian god

· Iron making: Hittites 1400 B.C. (Hatshepsut’s time)

A. Extract iron from Iron Ore

B. Harder and sharper than copper or bronze

C. Armed greater numbers with less expense

· Assyrian Warriors (upper Tigris)

A. Learned Iron forging from Hittites

B. 1100 B.C. begin expanding

C. 500 years, most feared warriors. 

D. god Assur

E. well ordered society

· Nebuchadnezzar: 612 B.C. beats back Assyrians

Empire stretched from Persian Gulf to Mediterranean 

IV. Persian Empire 539 B.C.

· Cyrus the Great

A. Empire stretches from Asia Minor (Turkey) to India, Iran, Egypt, Afghanistan and Pakistan

B. Tolerance

· Darius 522-486 B.C.

A. sets up Bureaucracy

B. Satrap-Governors of each province

· Economy

A. Trade: Vast empire= wealth + access

B. System of Common weights and measures

C. Uniform Coinage: taken from the Lydian’s & changed to be standard 

· Religion

A. Zoroaster: Persian thinker 600 B.C.

B. rejection of old Persian gods

C. Ahura Mazda: Single Wise god

D. Zend-Avesta: book of teachings

· Judgment Day: Good goes to Paradise

· and: Bad goes to eternal suffering

V. Phoenicians 700 B.C.

· Sea Trade

· Sailing experts (South America)

· Alphabet

· Carriers of Civilization

· Manufacturing

A. Glass

B. Papyrus-Byblos (Bible)

VI. Hebrews

· Nomadic People

A. Abraham lived near Ur in 2000 B.C.

B. Founder of Israelite nation

C. Migrate to Egypt: Famine-Push or Pull Factor?

D. Moses leads them out of slavery into Canaan Exodus
· Israel

A. Split 922 B.C. North: Israel South Judah. (couldn’t fight invaders)

B. Assyrians over runs Israel in 722 B.C.

C. Neo Babylonians over run Judah.

D. Cyrus the Great: Jews allowed to practice (tolerance)
· Beliefs

A. Monotheistic: One true God

B. Covenant: God makes agreement with Abraham
· “Chosen People”

C. 10 Commandments
D. Torah

· Laws for behavior and ethics

· Records of family and history

· Diaspora: Scattering of Jewish people
