BUSHIDO CODE: PRIMARY SOURCE #1

Taken from Tales of the Heike (1185)

These tales were about heroic samurai who exemplified the virtues and valor every
samurai should strive for.

1. Why does he fight so fearlessly?
2. What two qualities do you admire about Nobutsura?

...a bold, strong fellow named Kanetake, fixed his eyes on Nobutsura
and leaped on the veranda, followed by fourteen or fifteen of his cohoris
[soldiers]. Nobutsura tore loose the sash and collar of his hunting robe,
threw off the garment, unsheathed his sword (a ceremonial blade, but one
that had been forged under his careful supervision), and laid about him
mercilessly. Although his adversaries [enemies] fought with oversized
swords and long spears, the blows from the guardsman’s sword sent
them hopping down into the courtyard like leaves scattering in a gale.

The full moon, which had been hidden behind clouds, came out to
flood the scene with fight. The atiackers were in unfamiliar surroundings,
but Nobutsura was at home in the mansion. He chased them along
passageways and struck ringing blows: he trapped them in cul-de-sacs

and drove his sword thudding info their flesh. ...
Then his sword bent, he jumped aside and pushed and stamped it back
into shape. Innotime, he cut down fourteen or fiteen......men. Thena
three-inch piece of his sword tip broke off. Fumblin is_wai

open his belly, he discovered that his dagger had fallen out. In
desperation, he tried to run through the small Takakura gate with out flung
arms. When an adversary with a long spear challenged him, he leaped _
forward in the hope of hurdling the weapon, but he failed to clear it, and it
pierced his thigh like a needie threading cloth. Sitill full of fight, he was
surrounded and captured by a crowd of opponents.




BUSHIDO CODE: PRIMARY SOURCE #2

Yamaga Soko ( 1622-1685) wrote the first ireatises analyzing t5
Bushido while af ihe same time coining the term itself. y2ing the concept of

1. Whatis the primary business of the samurai?
What two qualities myst a samuraf possess?

“The way of the samurai is placing himself under the control of his ford. to
follow absolutely unto geath

Y

“For a samuraj nothing is more important than duty.”

"...there are both major and minor matter to which the samurai must give
his attention. In minor matters, such as dress, food, dwelling, and all
implements and their uses, he must live up to the best Samurai fraditions of_

good form. Thisis particularly true in connection with training in the ars of
war and with the manufacture and use of arnour and horse irappi ngs.

Among major matter there are the_maintenance of peace an rder in
the world; rites and festivals: the controf of feudal states and districts:

mouniains and forests, seas and rivers, farms and rice fields, temples and
shrines.....

In addition, there is military command and organization, strategy in war
and tactics in battle, the quartering and provisioning of troops, and the
building of fortifications - al| those_preparations for war which are the daily
concern of generals and officers.

It one follows this approach, one will attain to a state of mind which
success and fame are of no account, in which unselfishness and sali-

forgetfulness will be the ryle.”

Bibliography: The Sources of Japanese Tradition by William de Bary




BUSHIDO CODE: PRIMARY SOURCE #3

The Code of the Samurai by Yuzan Daidoji #2 (1600's)

This code was written from the point of view of a retainer or vassai...

What is the samurai’s chief business?
What virtues (qualities) must a samurai value 2 (Find two)

One who is a samurai must before all things keep constantly in mind by
day and by night, for the morning when he takes up his chopsticks 1o eat
is New Year’s breakfast to Old Year's night when he pays his yearly bills,
the fact that_he has to die. That i his chief business. If he is always
mindful of this, he will be abie to live in accordance with the paths of
Lovalty and Filial Duty, will avoid myriads of evils and adversities, keep
himself free from disease and calamity and moreover enjoy a long life.

He will al a fin rsonality with manv admirabj ities. ... he can
console himself with the idea of eternal_service to his lord or unending
devotion fo his relatives.....

But if he determines simply_io live for today and fake no thought for the
morrow, so that when he stands before his lord to receive his commands
he thinks of it as his last appearance and when he looks on the faces of
his relatives he feels that he will never see them again, then will his duty
and regard for both of them be completely sincere, while his mind will be
in accord with the path of lovalty and filial duty.




1. What is Dogen’s beliaf about book learning?
Name two things the samuraf had to do to meditate.
3. Why was the samurai encouraged to medijtate?

Keep your tongue at the roof of your mouth and close your lips. Your
ghtly open, unfocused on the floor at'a forty-five-degree

angle. Breathe through your nostrils.

without getting involved in them or trying to suppress them. Think the
unthinkable. Tn other words, think no-thinking. ‘

Practice this meditation in the morning or in the evening or at any leisure
time during the day. You will li i menial burde ]

dropping away one by one_ and..vou wil soon discover the treasure of
wi m...

Bibliography: The Enlightened Mind by Stephen Mitchel, ed.




