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Capitalism Challenged: The Communist Manifesto (1848) Karl Marx
and Friedrich Engels

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. 1985. The Communist Manifesto. London: Penguin.

Karl Marx (1818-1883) was born and educated in Germany. He earned his doctorate degree from the University of
Jena in 1841, and was soon caught up in the atmosphere of social revolution in his homeland. Prussian authorities
closed the newspaper Marx edited for its radical beliefs, and he was soon forced into exile in France. While there, Marx
began to collaborate with Freidrich Engels, an upper-middle-class German who was a partner in his father's textile mill
in Manchester, England. Engels was unlike most factory owners in that he had a genuine concern for the working
classes. Together, Marx and Engels wrote the Manifesto of the Communist Party and had it published in 1848, the
same year that political revolution was sweeping Europe.

Designed primarily as a propaganda piece, the Manifesto outlined modern socialism. Marx believed that laws governed
both scientific and historical events. In order to understand history and possibly predict the future, Marx relied on an
economic interpretation and predicted that the unequal distribution of wealth between different social classes would
finally lead to open class conflict — revolution — in which eventually the working classes would seize power and create
a classless society.

IN what relation do the Communists stand to the proletarians as a whole?

The Communists do not form a separate party opposed to other working-class parties.

They have no interests separate and apart from those of the proletariat as a whole.

They do not set up any sectarian principles of their own, by which to shape and mould the proletarian movement.

The Communists are distinguished from the other working-class parties by this only: 1. In the national struggles of
the proletarians of the different countries, they point out and bring to the front the common interests of the entire
proletariat, independently of all nationality. 2. In the various stages of development which the struggle of the working
class against the bourgeoisie has to pass through, they always and everywhere represent the interests of the
movement as a whole.

The Communists, therefore, are on the one hand, practically, the most advanced and resolute section of the working-
class parties of every country, that section which pushes forward all others; on the other hand, theoretically, they
have over the great mass of the proletariat the advantage of clearly understanding the line of march, the conditions,
and the ultimate general results of the proletarian movement.

The immediate aim of the Communists is the same as that of all the other proletarian parties: formation of the
proletariat into a class, overthrow of the bourgeois supremacy, conquest of political power by the proletariat.

The theoretical conclusions of the Communists are in no way based on ideas or principles that have been invented, or
discovered, by this or that would-be universal reformer.

They merely express, in general terms, actual relations springing from an existing class struggle, from a historical
movement going on under our very eyes. The abolition of existing property relations is not at all a distinctive feature
of Communism.

All property relations in the past have continually been subject to historical change consequent upon the change in
historical conditions.

The French Revolution, for example, abolished feudal property in favour of bourgeois property.



The distinguishing feature of Communism is not the abolition of property generally, but the abolition of bourgeois
property. But modern bourgeois private property is the final and most complete expression of the system of producing
and appropriating products, that is based on class antagonisms, on the exploitation of the many by the few.

In this sense, the theory of the Communists may be summed up in the single sentence: Abolition of private property.
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We have seen above, that the first step in the revolution by the working class, is to raise the proletariat to the
position of ruling class, to win the battle of democracy.

The proletariat will use its political supremacy to wrest, by degrees, all capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralize all
instruments of production in the hands of the State, i.e., of the proletariat organized as the ruling class; and to
increase the total of productive forces as rapidly as possible.

Of course, in the beginning, this cannot be effected except by means of despotic inroads on the rights of property, and
on the conditions of bourgeois production; by means of measures, therefore, which appear economically insufficient
and untenable, but which, in the course of the movement, outstrip themselves, necessitate further inroads upon the
old social order, and are unavoidable as a means of entirely revolutionizing the mode of production.

These measures will of course be different in different countries.

Nevertheless, in the most advanced countries, the following will be pretty generally applicable:

1. Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.
2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

3. Abolition of all right of inheritance.

4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

5. Centralization of credit in the hands of the State, by means of a national bank with State capital and an
exclusive monopoly.

6. Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the State.

7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the bringing into cultivation of
wastelands, and the improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a common plan.

8. Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.

9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of the distinction between town
and country, by a more equable distribution of the population over the country.

10. Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children's factory labour in its present form.
Combination of education with industrial production, &c., &c.

When, in the course of development, class distinctions have disappeared, and all production has been concentrated in
the whole nation, the public power will lose its political character. Political power, properly so called, is merely the
organized power of one class for oppressing another. If the proletariat during its contest with the bourgeoisie is
compelled, by the force of circumstances, to organize itself as a class, if, by means of a revolution, it makes itself the
ruling class, and, as such, sweeps away by force the old conditions of production, then it will, along with these
conditions, have swept away the conditions for the existence of class antagonisms and of classes generally, and will
thereby have abolished its own supremacy as a class.

In place of the old bourgeois society, with its classes and class antagonisms, we shall have an association, in which
the free development of each is the condition for the free development of all.
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In short, the Communists everywhere support every revolutionary movement against the existing social and political
order of things.



In all these movements they bring to the front, as the leading question in each, the property question, no matter what
its degree of development at the time.

Finally, they labour everywhere for the union and agreement of the democratic parties of all countries.
The Communists disdain to conceal their views and aims. They openly declare that their ends can be attained only by
the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble at a Communistic revolution. The

proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win.

WORKING MEN OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!
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Questions: Respond to the following questions in complete sentences and with specific details.

1) Explain Marx and Engel’s esteem for Communism and communists. Why was there such high regard?

2) Examine the criteria/steps for the transformation of a state into a communist one. In your opinion, evaluate the
ability for such changes to happen and be sure to explain your reasoning.

3) Based upon what you have read, explain the appeal of Communism. To whom would it be unappealing and

why?



