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Technology Happenings in Norwell
If you visit the Norwell Middle School Library you will find a brand new computer lab. This lab has been outfitted with 24 new Dell Optiplex 170L computers. They are towers with 17” flat panel monitors. These computers are connected to the student network so students can start their document or project on one student computer in another area of the building, save it to the student folder on the network, and then call it up in the Library. Funds for these computers came from the 2001 Building Project.
If your travels take you by the sixth grade lab you might find Debbie Anderson’s students using TimeLiner as their book report tool. The students read a biography and are now putting the important facts into a timeline. They will also merge events in history that happened during the person’s life time. Jim Morse’s seventh graders are also making timelines that connect with their study on East Asia.
The middle school also received a grant for $2500, from Best Buy, to support innovative uses of technology. The grant was written by Janet Eskin, Technology Integration Specialist, to promote portfolio assessment in the science curriculum. Color scanners, printers, copiers were purchased and hooked up to a student computer in the three grade level labs.  A digital camera for each grade level was purchased so students can document their activities. One digital video camera was bought to share amongst the science teachers. Flash drives, CDs, and toner cartridges rounded out the purchase.
In Mrs. Murphy’s kindergarten, students are using KidPix to work on their letters. The other day they were on M and students were finding stamps and stickers that had the initial consonant “M”.

The use of Inspiration is happening all over town. I have found Kristine Campbell’s first graders using it to practice their spelling words. Also Janice Mazzola’s and Marie Calorio’s eighth graders are using it to web their research topics. They are also producing outlines with the program.
Fifth grade teacher Sarah House is using TimeLiner with her students. They are using the program in conjunction with their study of explorers.
The Vinal School has a new Hp LaserJet Color printer on the network. All the teacher’s computers are now connected. This was a generous gift from the Vinal PTO. Teachers are looking forward to printing out that special something in color.

What’s Inside This Month?
· MassONE and its new tools     (formally VES)

· Good Web Sites

· Collection of Science Web Sites

Kathy Fanning’s seventh grade math students were caught making snowmen using The Geometer’s Sketchpad. The students were given a set of directions that required them to use various tools from the program. Once those components were used then their imaginations went wild. 
MassONE
The following information was taken from the Massachusetts Department of Education Web Site.

MassONE represents a major redesign of VES, with new tools and an updated interface that will streamline its use. Recently added tools include a lesson planning tool, a survey/quiz creator, and expanded teaching and learning resources. MassONE will continue to offer tools that were popular in VES, such as discussion forums and the virtual hard drive. Like VES, MassONE is a secure system. You can choose to keep your information private or share it with educators and students across the state. Even though the name of the system has changed to MassONE, VES users will still be able to access their accounts, along with any information they may have posted on VES. User name and passwords will not change. http://ves.mass.edu/ There is now a new web-based tool that searches Massachusetts learning standards. The "Standards Search" tool will be first accessible via VES and later a version will be accessible via the DOE's public website.

(www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html
Standards Search Tool

The "Standards Search" tool enables an educator to search the Curriculum Frameworks by discipline, grade, strand and topic, and output search results as print reports and Adobe Acrobat (PDF) files. The "Standards Search" is the first of three curriculum tools to be accessible via VES with a lesson plan tool and a district curriculum alignment tool.)

Survey Tool

The Survey tool will be accessible within Virtual Education Space (VES) and will enable teachers and administrators to create surveys and administer them privately within workgroups. 

Surveys will consist of instructions and general information, a series of sections, and questions within the sections. The question types will include:

· True or False 

· Multiple Choice 

· Check all that Apply 

· Short Answer 

· Long Composition 

· Likert Scale 

· Numeric Response 

· Data Collection Table

Survey authors will be able to dictate when the survey is visible to participants, how long the survey is available to be completed, and the time and date at which the survey is closed. Once a survey is closed, respondent data will be made available to the author as reports in PDF and CSV formats. 
Password Reset Tool
Teachers who misplaced their VES passwords can quickly and easily reset their password, anytime. To access the tool, just click the "forgot your password?" link below the login fields on the home page.

To provide you with a secure password reset tool, they have made it a two-step process. First step, you provide some basic information and a new password in an online form, hit the submit button and an email with a secure link is instantly sent to your email address. Step two, you click on the link in the email and your password is reset.
Good Web Sites
[image: image9.png]


Confusing Words is a collection of 3210 words that are troublesome to readers and writers. Words are grouped according to the way they are most often confused or misused. The URL:http://www.confusingwords.com/
Stanley Berenstain, co-author of the Berenstain Bears empire, died several months ago of lymphoma.  It was nearly impossible to grow up in North America and not know all about the bear family that he and his wife created.  This site has a collection of biographic, lesson plans and other resources that you can use in your classroom.

The URL:  http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/berenstain.htm
World Atlas Site
This World Atlas site has several maps, photos and collections of information such as bodies of water and flags.  You'll find a lot of useful geography tools here for use in your classroom. The URL:  http://www.worldatlas.com
Teacher Outlet Store

This site has some good bargains for teachers in all curriculum areas.  There is also a "clearance" area for real bargains. The URL: www.TeachersOutletStore.com 
Math Sites Someone has done a lot of work finding math sites on the web and putting them all in one place. It is a great resource. http://www.kidskonnect.com/MathSites/MathSites.html
Jigzone has several jigsaw puzzles you can work online, from simple to easy, in traditional to crazy shapes. Once you complete the free registration, you can also submit pictures, make them into jigsaw puzzles, and solve your own puzzle. 

The URL:  http://www.jigzone.com/
Online Test Generator This site is an online test generator to help you create your tests. You can create multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, matching, short answer, and true and false questions all on the same test. You can also insert instructions and divide your test into multiple sections.  It is free but requires a registration process. The URL:  http://www.easytestmaker.com
Scribble Word Game Joel Heffner created an easy word game for kids of all ages called Scribble. The URL: http://www.joelheffner.com/scribble.html 
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Science Web Sites
This list is being brought to you by Tech Learning
Amazing Space   This site consists of web-based educational presentations for young children about space.
 http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/
Ask an Astronomer for Kids   This site provides answers and photos for 200 common questions about astronomy and objects in space.

http://coolcosmos.ipac.caltech.edu/cosmic_kids/AskKids/index.shtml
Astro-Venture   You will find interactive tutorials on biology, geology, astronomy, and atmospheric sciences. Biology topics include ecosystems, energy, producers and consumers, and the cycle of matter. Geology topics include the effects of heat and pressure on states of matter, density, convection, plate tectonics, volcanoes, the carbon cycle, earth's magnetic field, and radiation.
http://astroventure.arc.nasa.gov/
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   Hundreds of hands-on astronomy explorations for Grades 2-6 are found at this site. Topics include earth's rotation and orbit, earth's tilt, shadows, seasons, time zones, the moon, calendars, maps, the solar system, and tides.

http://www.astronomycenter.org/
Female Frontiers   Here there are profiles of women of NASA who achieved a variety of "women's firsts."

http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/space/frontiers/
Children's Butterfly Site   Look at the life cycle of butterflies and moths, answers frequently asked questions about butterflies and moths, lists references to butterfly and moth books and videos, and provides photos of butterflies in Asia, Western Europe, North America, and Central America.

http://mpin.nbii.org/insects/kidsbutterfly/
Kid's Corner   This URL links to the USGS Learning Web, which is dedicated to K-12 education, exploration, and life-long learning about the earth. Learn how biology, geology, hydrology, and geography can help us understand our changing world. The site provides a list of USGS educational materials, activities, and lessons for the classroom.

http://biology.usgs.gov/features/kidscorner/kidscrnr.html
Putting DNA to Work   Looks at where DNA is found, similarities in the DNA of humans and other species, and how traits are inherited from one generation to the next.

http://www.koshlandscience.org/exhibitdna/index.jsp
Botany for Kids   Offers activities for learning how leaves change color, how flowers grow, how plants fight disease and insects, why plants come in so many colors, tips for growing various plants, and facts about fungi. Learn about seeds, composting, endangered plant species, fire, lichen, and "plant hunters" — scientists who collect plant samples from around the world to trace a plant's evolution.

http://www.nbii.gov/disciplines/botany/science.html
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     This site provides lessons for learning about the Everglades ecosystem, bat habitats, bull trout, rock classification, eagles, invasive species, forest carnivores, forest rebirth, North Cascades habitats and ancient peoples, plant morphological features, migrating birds, water quality in the wilderness, use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to map vegetation, and more. The site includes a teacher’s guide to the Great Sand Dunes.

http://www.handsontheland.org/home.cfm
Systematics   This site focuses on the classification of organisms and their evolutionary relationships.

http://www.nbii.gov/disciplines/systematics.html
Bridge    The Bridge is a place where teachers can find marine science education resources that are screened by science educators and research scientists.

http://www.vims.edu/bridge/
NASA Oceanography   This NASA site provides online field trips, and information about ocean phenomena.

http://science.hq.nasa.gov/oceans/
International Year of the Ocean — Kid's & Teacher's Resources   This site offers information about oceanography, meteorology, resource conservation, and marine biology. Links are provided to information about coral reefs, threatened and endangered species, and educational programs such as GLOBE.

http://www.yoto98.noaa.gov/kids.htm
Ocean Explorer   Provides 165 lesson plans developed to bring entire classrooms "on board" for exploration and discovery.

http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/welcome.html
Dinosaurs  Helps students answer questions about dinosaurs.

http://www.nmnh.si.edu/paleo/dinosaurs/
The Dinosaur Homepage   This site offers a geologic timeline, an anatomy lesson, and a discussion of misconceptions about dinosaurs.

http://www.nmnh.si.edu/paleo/dino/
Global Warming Facts and Our Future  Is our climate warming? Are humans causing it? What might be the effects? What can be done? Learn about the greenhouse effect, the carbon cycle, past changes in our climate, and predicted changes and how they could affect sea levels, agriculture, and ecosystems.

http://www.koshlandscience.org/exhibitgcc/index.jsp
Digital Library for Earth System Education   Find thousands of reviewed resources on topics that include atmospheric science, biology, chemistry, climatology, cryology, ecology, environmental science, forestry, geography, geology, mineralogy and petrology, hydrology, mathematics, natural hazards, ocean sciences, physics, soil science, and space science.

http://www.dlese.org/dds/index.jsp
This newsletter is created by Janet Eskin,    Technology Integration Specialist K-12        Norwell Public Schools 
eskin@norwellschools.org
Clipart from www.animationfactory.com, www.asesomeclipartforeducators.com, www.teacherfiles.com
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