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Handwriting Without Tears Fonts
We have purchased a site license for the elementary schools for the manuscript and cursive fonts that go along with the Handwriting Without Tears program. Because of the size of our district we can actually use this software district wide. It also has a take home policy so staff can borrow the CD and take it home to load the fonts on their own PC. I will be leaving a CD in a manila envelope in my mailbox, in both the Cole and Vinal offices. I will leave a staff list with it as well. If you would please date the list when you take the CD, it will allow me to keep track of it. Any staff member at the middle or high school who would like these fonts, just let me know and I will get them installed on your PC at school or you can take a CD home. 

Technology Happenings around Town
Grade four students in Caitlyn Fraser’s room were caught working in pairs on a regions project. They were using the new social studies standards to determine what questions should be researched. The students will create a poster using their research and then do an oral presentation to the class. Students will use what they learned from the other presentations in future assignments on the regions.

Grade five students in Laurie Peckham’s room were caught working with PowerPoint. They were creating an “All About Me” presentation in pairs. Saving their work to the network is allowing the students to work both from the lab and the classroom.

Debbie Coggeshall has been interviewing her 3 and 4 year olds about “Love.” She has video taped the students and will show that to parents on Valentines Day during their holiday celebration.

Sara Gunderson’s second graders are using Scholastic Keys to create slideshows about their study of the human body in science. Their first part is skin.

Kevin Touhey and Bob Lynch are working with Pasco Probeware during their unit on sound waves. They have borrowed some new technology from the middle school and will be recording sound waves using sound sensors connected to laptops. 
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Lead Technology Teachers
These technology teachers will be providing some additional technology training this year. The training will take place after school  in the various buildings. I will be sending out an e-mail survey looking for suggestions. If you feel there is a certain application you want more training in please answer the e-mail. We can also offer training at different levels like we have done in the past.
High School - Ross Kowalski hstech@norwellschools.org 

Middle School - Wayne Bossa mstech@norwellschools.org              

Cole School - Jacqui Carton cltech@norwellschools.org
Vinal School - Suzan Theodorou    vltech@norwellschools.org
These e-mail accounts are where you should send requests for toner and minor technology issues.
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PC Re-Imaging 
The first school has gone through this process and we are pleased with the result. We have learned a few things along the way that need to be shared with the rest of the Norwell teachers.

First, it is important to delete your Temporary Internet Files before the process. Make sure you are deleting all the offline files as well. Also clear your History. There is no need for this information to be transferred. Make web sites part of your Favorites and they will be transferred.

Secondly, make sure that you delete unnecessary e-mails. Those you want to keep should be moved to folders. If you need instructions or help with this, contact me well in advance of your school’s re-imaging date.

Thirdly, we do not need to transfer your music files, so please remove them. They take up a great deal of space and you can put them back on your PC after the process. We are trying to get the majority of you to have your files fit on a 1 Gig flash drive.

The tool within XP worked very well. It allowed us to remove your files, your favorites, e-mail, and all your settings.  Wallpaper and screen savers came off as well. Directions will be made available when your building is scheduled for the process.
Once this is done you will be logging in like the students have been doing for the past year or two. You will be connected to the ADMIN domain and will have to use a username and password every time you turn on your computer. You will then have a folder on the server where you can store your files. You will be able to move your documents from your computer to the server which is backed-up on a regular basis. Certain software applications store files within the program (KidPix, Student Writing Center, mPower and Scholastic Keys). If you want these files, then do a Save As and get another copy into your My Documents folder.
The high school will be next, but not until April vacation. Other more pressing issues have pushed all the other buildings back. The next round will be during April vacation. The high school will be done first. If there is time Jon would like to get both Vinal and Cole done that week as well.                                                                                                              
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Caitlyn Fraser wants to share this great resource her students are using for their regions project. www.worldalmanacforkids.com
I have created a list of good websites by topic. You can access these through my “I Keep Bookmarks” sites located at www.ikeepbookmarks.com/Janet_Eskin and www.ikeepbookmarks.com/EskinTopics
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Keep and manage your bookmarks on the web!





I Keep Bookmarks.com

http://ww2.ikeepbookmarks.com/Default.asp 
You can setup your own account which is a great way to organize good educational web sites that you want your students to access. They can log on to your I Keep Bookmarks and surf from there. This will help speed up the searching process because you have prepared the list of good sites in advance.
Janet Eskin                                                      Technology Integration Specialist PreK-12    Norwell Public Schools                  eskin@norwellschools.org
Clipart from www.dover.com, www.animationfactory.com, www.asesomeclipartforeducators.com, www.teacherfiles.com, www.topoffice.ca
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