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All staff will be participating in a variety of technology workshops that are being presented by your peers. Staff participated in a survey back in December. The information was tabulated and a series of workshops have been planned. Another round of workshops is planned for the May early release day as well. Watch your e-mail. 
Passwords
Passwords are becoming more important as we look to provide the best possible security for our files and documents. We store very important, sensitive information in very public places and need to protect it. Changing passwords on a regular basis is a method that is used by many companies and organizations for keeping their information secure. 
If we practice selecting good passwords from the beginning then the need to change them isn’t warranted. Some things to think about when you are creating a secure password:

· Include both letters and numbers

· Use both lowercase and capitals

· Don’t use a real name

· Minimum length of 8

· Use a non-alphanumeric

Following at least some of these will produce a safer more secure password for protecting our valuable information.

And please no sticky notes on the monitor or under the keyboard!
X2 Gradebook From Home!
We are working with the X2 development staff to get our Student Information System on the web. They will host the database on their servers and provide the security. What this means to you is that you will have access to this information from anywhere you can access the Internet. You will be able to use your Gradebook at home. Now do you see why the attention to passwords is so important?
X2 is also developing new modules as well as improving what they already have in place. Some of the new features that will be ready by September are the Special Education component, the Professional Development piece, and the Parent Portal. I am hoping we will be able to Beta test some of their new features this spring.
Good Web Sites
Nine Quick Learning Strategies is a well planned site that walks learners through the process of picking a learning outcome, then a strategy to reach that outcome and a method by which to assess their learning skills.

The URL: http://student.norquest.ca/onlinelearning/ninequick/index.htm
Assessment Rubrics

This great website is a compilation of assessment rubrics for all subject areas as well as participation rubrics, critical thinking, etc. They are created in Word and are easily saved to your document folder, and then you can customize them to suit your specific needs 

The URL: http://web.rbe.sk.ca/assessment/Rubrics/
Exzooberance

This site is the largest virtual zoo in the world with hundreds of your favorite animals. The animal pictures and animal facts are interesting and helpful for research projects.

The URL:  http://www.exzooberance.com/
This site features a free online interactive tutorial for pre-algebra students that is rich in games, puzzles, and other visual media content.  It is an excellent resource for parents and educators of students at the middle-school level.  Access to the tutorial requires no fee or registration.

The URL:  http://www.visualmathlearning.com
This site has paper models that can be downloaded and constructed.  There are a lot of famous buildings, dinosaurs, animals and toys to print out.
The URL:  

http://cp.c-ij.com/english/3D-papercraft/building/himeji-castle_e.html
Lead Technology Teachers
Norwell has reinstated the lead technology teachers at each building. These teachers have come forward to help the technology department in several capacities. They are the first line on defense if there is a technology issue. They can be reached through a new set of email accounts.

High School – Ross Kowalski hstech@norwellschools.org
Middle School – Wayne Bossa mstech@norwellschools.org
Cole School – Bethany Clark cltech@norwellschools.org
Vinal School - Suzan Theodorou vltech@norwellschools.org
These people are who you go to for new toner for your printer. They can do some trouble shooting before a ticket is sent to the technology department. They can help with ideas for applications and lessons. All of these people were part of the Technology Leadership Team that created the Technology Scope and Sequence and facilitated the professional development during the 2004-05 school year. They are a great resource to everyone.  

This newsletter is created by Janet Eskin,    Technology Integration Specialist K-12        Norwell Public Schools 
eskin@norwellschools.org
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