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Technology Happenings in Norwell
As I move around to the different buildings I am excited about the technology use I see. Tracy Quinlan’s second graders have been seen working on their research projects in both the computer lab and the classroom.  Sandy Mullaney has been using KidPix to reinforce greater than and less than in mathematics. Beverly Henderson was working in Word with her first graders. They were writing sentences about a story they had read and were going to illustrate them back in the classroom.  Mary Eppich had her second grade student’s researching different places Flat Stanley has been. Susan Barrett’s kindergarteners were using the stamps in Kid Pix Deluxe 3 to create number sentences. The students then used the typewriter tool to write out the number sentences they created. Marianne Murphy has had her kindergarten students using The Graph Club. They are busy collecting data and turning it into a variety of graphs. Patrick Lenz has created a great web page for his students and their parents. He used FrontPage which he learned at a workshop with me last year.
Janice Mazzola’s eighth grade English students have been using TimeLiner during their study of Anne Frank. This year they were able to print their timelines in color thanks to a grant from Best Buy. Julie Needle has had her seventh grade students use Paint to create illustrations for their English PowerPoint project. Jim Morse is using TimeLiner in his social studies class so students can see what is happening in different parts of the world at the same time period in history. Kathy Fanning and Wayne Bossa are doing the same with their classes. At the end of their seventh grade year of social studies they will merge the timelines of the different regions of the world and see what was happening in different parts of the world. Tara Ledin’s students have been using motion detectors connected to the science laptops. They are discovering how their movement creates a graph as they learn about rate (distance and time).
At the high school Meredith Atkinson has her AP students presenting Common Threads across the Arts. Students are using PowerPoint with their oral presentation. Tom Jacobs has created a series of PowerPoint presentations that he uses on a daily basis to enhance instruction.
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What’s Inside This Month?

· Professional Development

· Excel Tips

· Format Painter

· Good Web Sites
· Math Web Sites

· Photo Story 3
Thank You
I want to thank all the workshop presenters that conducted technology workshops this year. The list includes: Wayne Bossa, Bethany Clark, Carolyn Clark, Lisa Durica, Kathy Fanning, Sara Gunderson, Ross Kowalski, Arianne Lozan, Janice Mazzola, Jim Morse, Mike Murray, Deanne Noiseux, Paul Papadonis, Jen Sulc, and Veronica Williamson. It is not easy to present to your peers and I think they all did a great job.
Professional Development and PDPs
The added value from this years’ professional development was quite amazing. Norwell Public Schools is a reasonably small community but it always surprises me that so many staff members do not know others outside their building. With that in mind, teachers were grouped with staff from the various buildings. This was done so staff would have an opportunity to meet colleagues they didn’t know. Interestingly enough, during the PowerPoint workshops staff members were able to see what teachers at different levels would use the application for and were able to share their work. We are a small district, yet so many of you don’t know your peers from other buildings. Having Norwell teachers as the presenters gave us a rare chance to see the caliber of teachers we have throughout the district. High school teachers don’t often get the opportunity to see an elementary teacher teach. And yet I received numerous glowing comments from you.
A large portion of this year’s professional development was centered on technology and many of you stated you had had enough. This focus was done for a very specific reason. The DOE is requiring that all teachers have many PDPs in Technology by 2007. The current number is 45 but that is always subject to change, as we all know.

For those teachers and staff who have been present at all the professional development workshops, you will be receiving a PDP certificate for 25 Technology PDPs. For those who missed one here and there your points will be adjusted. Trainers will be awarded points accordingly ( x 2). This year’s points added to the points that many of you acquired last year will have you well on your way to the DOE number.
Excel Tips
There are always new tips to be learned in technology. I came across these two for Excel. 1) Instead of manually adjusting the width of a column I discovered a way that the program will do it for you. Put your mouse up between the two column headings and double click. The program will resize the left-hand column to the largest entry in that column. Pretty neat! When you have a long list of entries and you would normally scroll down to find the largest this is a great feature. 2) If you have data in a spreadsheet and you want to build a chart you can skip the Chart Wizard. Click on one of the data cells in your spreadsheet and hit the F11 key. It will automatically create a bar graph with your data.
Format Painter
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 One-touch formatting - use Format Painter. In Word and Excel, Format Painter is located in the Standard Toolbar. It is the little paint brush next to the clipboard. Click in the word or cell with the formatted text you want to copy.  Click the Format Painter button on the standard toolbar to copy the formatting, and click another location to apply that formatting quickly. You must select the text or cell you want to copy the formatting from first otherwise the Format Painter won’t know what formatting you want to copy. You only have to click once anywhere on the word to apply the formatting to an entire word. Double clicking and dragging to select the word will work too. If you double click on Format Painter then it stays on and you can apply formatting to more than one block of text or to multiple cells in Excel. To turn Format Painter off you can use ESC or click the Format Painter button again. At first it may seem strange, since the word is not selected, but it is fast, and it works. Try it. This information is from Microsoft Office Online. 
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Image Search Site This search site has been specifically developed as a “family friendly” index of images with offensive material filtered out. It is an image library for teachers and students that are copyright friendly.

http://www.pics4learning.com
Disposable Rulers Mike Murray sent me this site. You can print these on overhead film.

http://www.vendian.org/mncharity/dir3/paper_rulers/
Math Playground is an action packed site for students in grades K to 6.  

Practice your math skills, play a logic game and have some fun!

http://www.mathplayground.com/
Math Frog is a site developed by the University of Waterloo for grade 4-6. It is filled with lessons that are a combination of technology and paper and pencil practice.

http://www.mathfrog.ca
Freesound, is "a collaborative database of Creative Commons licensed sounds." There are a ton of source sounds, from instrument samples to field recordings of anything imaginable, all uploaded by anyone who wants to contribute, and all available to incorporate into music or soundscape or whatever for free (as long as you attribute sounds used to their creators).
http://freesound.iua.upf.edu/index.php
This National Geographic site has full-color posters.  Just pick a poster and download it. Then print, assemble and watch your walls go wild!

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/printaposter/
Game Boards - From this website you can make your own game boards or print ready made game boards to reinforce SOLs and Word Study. There are many subjects and grade levels covered, including some printable game cards.

http://208.183.128.3/tutorials/gameboard.htm
Tilt TV (Teachers Improving Learning with Technology) provides a variety of video pod casts. One episode deals with blogging and all the possibilities that exist for teachers to use this tool within the context of their classrooms. Other topics include: Multimedia Animation Using PowerPoint, Problem-based Learning with Technology, Online Literature for Kids, Digital Pictures in the Classroom, and many more.
http://tilttv.blogspot.com
Symbols.com is a site filled with Western signs and ideograms. You can search by graphics or words.

http://www.symbols.com/
The Community Learning Network site is designed to help K-12 teachers integrate technology into the classroom. You’ll find over 5,800 annotated links to educational sites with free resources, all organized by theme pages and keyword search. 

http://www.cln.org/
EducatorTemplates.com Finally... a FREE comprehensive directory of customizable & printable education related templates! Enjoy! http://www.educatortemplates.com
Writing Tips provides very useful information on writing sentences, paragraphs and essays.
http://www2.actden.com/Writ_Den/tips/contents.htm
The Weather Dude site features all sorts of meteorological information provided by a fellow by the name of Nick Walker.  There are songs, links, information and quizzes on the site.

http://www.wxdude.com/
Math Web Sites
This list is being brought to you by Tech Learning (April 1, 2006)
Balanced Assessment offers over 300 mathematics assessment tasks for grades K-12. Topics and activities include averages, addition, area, batting orders, bicycle rides, chance of rain, chance of survival, cheetah's lunch, classroom groups, cost of living, dart boards, detective stories, Fermi estimates, genetic codes, gestation and longevity, graphing, gravity, intersections, logarithms, oil consumption, rectangles, rising prices, squares and circles, stock market, triangles, volume, and more. (The Concord Consortium, supported by National Science Foundation)
http://balancedassessment.concord.org/
Center for Innovation in Engineering and Science Education Provides inquiry-based activities and collaborative projects in science and math. Topics include real-time weather and climate data, air pollution, remote sensing data, the Gulf Stream, water use and testing around the world, boiling water, plants and animals in your schoolyard, measuring the circumference of earth, population growth, and tracking a real airplane in flight to see how vectors and trigonometry are used for navigation. (CIESE, supported by Department of Education)
http://www.ciese.org/currichome.html
Create a Graph Helps students create their own graphs and charts. This online tool can be used to make 4 kinds of charts and graphs: bar graphs, line graphs, area graphs, and pie charts. (Department of Education)
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/graphing/
Free Software from Microsoft
Microsoft has a free software application called Photo Story 3 which can be downloaded off the Internet (for XP computers only). The program allows you to put digital images into a sequence, add music or a narration and burn it to a CD as a show. This is a great application to build student portfolios. I can see the foreign language department using it to build a story that students would have to speak about. I can see elementary teachers putting all those pictures they take together for the end of the year showing to parents.

It is a very easy program to use and was part of the professional development on our May 9th early release day. You need to download Windows Media Player 10 first before you install Photo Story 3. If you Google the name of the application “+ downloads” you will get to the right sites.
This newsletter is created by Janet Eskin,    Technology Integration Specialist K-12        Norwell Public Schools 
eskin@norwellschools.org
Clipart from www.animationfactory.com, www.asesomeclipartforeducators.com, www.teacherfiles.com
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