[image: image9.wmf]Norwell Public Schools
                                


 May 2007



[image: image10.png]K&

o



Technology For All                      Volume 7, Issue 6 

MassONE Training
MassONE is the Commonwealth’s set of web-based tools for communication, collaboration, and curriculum planning, which are designed to support PreK-12 standards-based teaching and learning. The collection of tools can be used to enrich classroom learning, provide online instruction, and enhance educator’s ability to collaborate with peers. The tools include: Announcements, Discussion forums, Curriculum, Survey, Calendar, Virtual Hard Drive, Teaching and Learning Resources, and the Technology Self Assessment Tool.  

I will be conducting a MassONE workshop for the DOE once school is out. It is a workshop designed for beginners. It will be held on Monday, June 25th in the Norwell Middle School Library Computer Lab. The workshop will run from 9:00 to 12:00. The maximum number of seats is 24. If you are interested in this professional development offering please go to http://www.masscue.org/announcements/massone.htm to register. There are other workshops being offered at different locations and dates around the state. Hopefully there is one that is right for you.

Some examples of how MassONE can be used:

· Students can participate in online discussion forums set up by their teacher

· Teachers can use MassONE to create and store high quality, standards-based lesson plans

· District staff can collaboratively develop documents such as grant applications and budgets using MassONE
· School districts and educational organizations can use MassONE to host online workshops and courses

· All users can store files on MassONE  so they can work at school, at home, or anywhere they can access the Internet

MassONE provides a secure online environment. You can take advantage of technology’s ability to engage students, increase productivity, and provide increased access to resources. Membership is open to students, teachers, administrators, staff of registered educational organizations and the Department of Education staff.

Study Island Online
Study Island is a leading provider of web-based state assessment preparation programs and standards based learning programs. You can go online and try out the demo for MCAS preparation. I have been working with the math questions and see this as a valuable tool. If you go to the following web site you can test drive this teaching tool. http://www.studyisland.com/demoAsk.cfm?myState=MA Click on the link under Teachers and Administrators. You will be asked for your name, your e-mail, and your district. Parents and students can take a test drive as well.
Children’s Search Engines
Ask Jeeves for Kids



 HYPERLINK "http://www.ivyjoy.com/rayne/kidssearch.html" 

Ivy's search engine resources for kids



 HYPERLINK "http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/" 

Kids Click



 HYPERLINK "http://www.onekey.com" 

One Key



 HYPERLINK "http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/" 

Yahooligans



 HYPERLINK "http://www.hazoo.com/" 

Hazoo

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html
http://www.rcls.org/ksearch.htm
When having students do research on the Internet, a list of teacher-selected web sites will reduce the possibility of students getting to inappropriate sites during their searching. Our filtering is good but not perfect. And remember that images can’t be blocked the way text is blocked and restricted. If you are preparing for a certain topic, let me know and I can do some preliminary looking for you. Try some of the above resources.
Technology Learning      Activities
New lessons have been added to our web based Technology Learning Activities. Some of the lessons that have been added include:

· A kindergarten lesson using attribute blocks and the web

· a grade one lesson on Funny Poems

· a grade one lesson using the web to create a pumpkin and write about its face

· a grade two lesson writing Acrostic Poems on the web

· a grade two lesson using Venn Diagrams and geometric shapes on the web

· a grade two lesson using Inspiration to brainstorm and Word to write a descriptive paragraph

· a grade three lesson on Revolutionary War Flags

· a grade four or five lesson on graphing basketball statistics from Gym class using a web based tool

And more!
http://www.norwellschools.org/techlessons/Learning%20Act.%20Content%20areas.htm
Check back as new lessons are being uploaded regularly.

Don’t forget to check the Technology Scope and Sequence to guide you through the list of skills that should be taught at each grade level.

http://www.norwellschools.org/techlessons/Norwell%20Tech%20Scope%20&%20Sequence%20for%20web.htm
Both of these websites can be accessed from the Norwell Public Schools home page. (Bottom left hand corner)
Technology Happenings Around Town
Fifth graders in Mrs. Peckham’s room have been working in pairs on PowerPoint projects. They are creating presentations on Explorers.

Mr. Pullia’s and Mrs. Uhlman’s fifth grade students are doing their PowerPoint presentations on various presidents.

Mrs. Needle’s seventh graders are using their PowerPoint skills as they create a new chapter for Tom Sawyer. They are using Paint to illustrate their writing, and will use the original digital pictures in their presentations. Students are working in groups of three and four.
Mrs. Harper’s second grade students are using computers in many ways as they study dinosaurs. They are using the Enchanted Learning Web Site to gather their research for their reports. They are using KidPix to create a slideshow about their study of dinosaurs. They have even made fossils.

Susan McCann’s first graders worked on Mother’s Day Cards. They used Scholastic Keys, Max Write to compose a letter to Mom. Then they will made a card to put with the letter.

Anne Higgins’s preschool children are using KidPix. They are using the various tools and printing out their work.

The three high school interns, Andrew, Ray and Mike, have been doing a great job. Many of you have seen them around helping with repair tickets. They have become quite skilled in the IT world. They have also worked in the labs with various grade levels helping with network logins, saving to network folders, working with a variety of software applications and projects. What a great help they have been to the Technology Department.
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Technology Training
The requests are in and the Lead Technology Teachers have planned the following training sessions:

*********************************

Topic: Excel and Graphing
Location: Cole Computer Lab
Date/Time: June 4 at 3:30
Instructor: Jacqui Carton
*********************************

Topic: FrontPage (Web page creating)
Location: NHS Flex Lab (Lower/Lower)
Date/Time: May 24 at 3:00 (come early if you are secondary)
Instructor: Janet Eskin
*********************************
Please register for these training sessions at eskin@norwellschools.org
High School - Ross Kowalski hstech@norwellschools.org 

Middle School - Wayne Bossa mstech@norwellschools.org              

Cole School - Jacqui Carton cltech@norwellschools.org
Vinal School - Suzan Theodorou    vltech@norwellschools.org
These e-mail accounts are where you should send requests for toner and minor technology issues.
Creating Great     Presentations 
By Amy Gaimaro http://newbay.ebookhost.net/tl/infocus/1/ebook/
The purpose of any good presentation is to communicate your subject matter to ensure that your students understand the information being presented to them. Presentation software offers many animations, clip art, movie clips, and sound that can be included to help students remember important aspects of a lesson. A visual learner will certainly benefit from an outstanding presentation. Here are some helpful hints for teachers to remember when creating presentations or when your students take center stage.
· Focus on your content. Write the text of your presentation first, and then focus on special effects.

· Use sound sparingly. Using too much is distracting and annoying.

· Limit the amount of clip art on each slide.

· Limit the amount of animated clips lest your audience be so impressed with the clips that they lose the content of your presentation.

· Pick a format and stick to it. Although PowerPoint offers many types of designs, don’t change from one to the other – try to be consistent.

· Use no more than four to seven lines of text per slide. More makes it difficult for the students to grasp the information. If necessary split up the slide into two slides.

· Control how and when your text is displayed. This allows full control over when your students will view it.

· Be prepared with speaker notes. Do not read word-for-word from a slide.                                                                                                             
Good Web Sites [image: image2.png]




See if these measure up! The following are all measurement related web sites.

http://www.onlineconversion.com/
This website provides all the possible conversions you could ever want and some you might not have thought about. It should prove to be a valuable tool for many of you.
http://www.aaamath.com/mea.html
This web site has a lot of measurement activities. It includes interactive practice with explanations and examples. The categories include time, mass, length, volume, metric system, and temperature conversions. Certain topics are only available on CD.

http://www.unc.edu/%7Erowlett/units/index.html
This web site is a dictionary of units of measurement.

http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/lessons.cgi/Mathematics/Measurement
Measurement lesson plans can be found at this web site. They range from Kindergarten to grade 12. They are very detailed and have a printer friendly version.
http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/math.shtml#measurement
Here is another lesson plan site that has plans submitted from teachers around the world. This link will take you right to the measurement section but check out all the other topics you can find here.

http://www.sciencespot.net/Pages/classmetric.html
This site will provide Metric Mania Lessons. You will find lessons and labs on length, mass, volume, and more. Student worksheets are provided in PDF format for downloading. There is a great compilation of other web sites listed at the bottom of the page.
Taken from EduHound Weekly, The newsletter for Educators, http://www.eduhound.com/ewarchives/032207ew.html
Shakespeare Searched
http://shakespeare.clusty.com  This site is a search engine where you can quickly find passages from plays and sonnets. This web site is a supplement to reading the works. There is no analysis or footnotes.

1607 Jamestown, VA
Looking back 400 years these web sites can be helpful resources.

http://www.jamestownjourney.com


http://www.virtualjamestown.org  

http://www.apva.org/jr.html  

Teacher materials to supplement the study of Jamestown http://www.historyisfun.org/visitus/material.cfm 

http://www.history.com/exhibits/jamestown/main.html  
Janet Eskin                                                           Technology Integration Specialist PreK-12           Norwell Public Schools                       eskin@norwellschools.org
Clipart from www.dover.com, www.animationfactory.com, www.asesomeclipartforeducators.com, www.teacherfiles.com, www.topoffice.ca
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