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Graphic Databases
With so many image web sites being blocked last year I have done some research and found some sites that are available to you and your students. Remember that images cannot be filtered like text. Some preliminary work on your part can help avoid students running into inappropriate graphics.

FreeFoto.com - http://www.freefoto.com/
Ditto - http://www.ditto.com/
Images of the World - http://imagesoftheworld.com/home/home.html
Webshots Gallery - http://www.webshots.com/
Yahoo! Directory of Graphics - http://images.search.yahoo.com
Pics4learning- www.pics4learning.com
Usernames and Passwords
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After attending a two-day conference put on by X2 I was amazed at all the username and password stories I heard. I cannot stress enough how important it is for you to keep your username and password secure. I continue to walk into classrooms and see post-it-notes with this valuable information in clear view. I hear stories of students taking classroom attendance after logging in to a teacher’s account.
If I was talking about the security of your bank account I am sure the precautions would be different. This data is highly confidential and can not be put at risk by a few who refuse to follow the strict protocol that is in place.
Book Reports
Below is a list of sights that have great book report ideas.

Book Report Now!
Here you will find five fast and easy steps to finding a book and writing a great book report. Information is included on different types of book reports as well as templates for selected books.
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/bookreportnow/index.html 

abcteach: Book Report Forms
These printable forms guide students through the writing of book reports.
http://www.abcteach.com/directory/basics/writing/book_reports/ 

Better Book Reports-25 Ideas!
Tired of the same old book report formats? Spice up those old book reports with some new ideas.
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson109.shtml 

More Ideas than You'll ever Use for Book Reports
Features several hundred creative ideas for book reports.
http://www.teachnet.com/lesson/langarts/reading/bookrepts1.html 

Book Report Sandwich
Here's a great way to gather all the ingredients you'll need to write a tasty book report.
http://www.scholastic.com/kids/homework/sandwich.asp 

Book Report Rubric
Use with any multimedia book review.
http://www.ncsu.edu/midlink/bk.rep.fic.htm 

These links came from EduHound Weekly May 24, 2007 (Issue 327).
New Lead Technology Teachers Needed
Both the middle school and Vinal will soon have new lead technology teachers. The posting for these two lead technology teachers has been released. Applications are being accepted through the 28th of November.
New Computers
Over the summer we acquired new computers to replace aging computers in the district. Both the Vinal and Cole labs were replaced. The computers that came out of the labs were distributed to grades K to 2. Grades K, 1, and 2 are now running computers that are hooked to the network, and run Scholastic Keys and the latest version of KidPix.

The eighth grade computer lab was outfitted with a new set of computers as well. The high school got their fair share. The Library got 18 new machines and all the flex labs were filled and should be up and running. Our plan is that we are running only XP computers in the entire district.
The middle school got four new iMacs for the TV Production class that is being run by Meg Kent, our Family and Consumer Science teacher.
SchoolDude IT Direct
Inevitably, problems with technology pop up from time to time.  In the past, we have used Big Web Apps to report such problems. 

This year, we have moved to a new web-based reporting system for creating tickets, School Dude’s IT Direct.  To create a ticket for a technology problem, please go to the link below.  
Link to SchoolDude’s IT Direct

http://www.myschoolbuilding.com/myschoolbuilding/itdgateway.asp?acctnum=935339483
Make this a Favorite and slide it to the top of your list.

Several questions have come up regarding how to create a ticket in SchoolDude.  This information should clarify things for you:

When you first log on to the SchoolDude page and enter your email, you may receive a message that says the program does not recognize your name.  This is O.K., because the next sentence prompts you to enter your last name.

When you enter your last name, you will be directed to a page that asks for information such as telephone number, etc.  

When asked for a password, just type in the word password.

Complete these fields and your account should be ready to go in terms of establishing a ticket.  Remember to complete fields that are required (marked with a check mark)

Until recently, you would not receive an email that your ticket had been addressed.  This has been corrected.  Each time you log in and create a ticket, you will receive an email that confirms receipt of the ticket.  Once the problem is addressed and the ticket closed out, you will receive an email that confirms this.

If you still have issues, please contact Jon Cotti at cotti@norwellschools.org.
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Math Playground - Math Playground is an action-packed educational site for elementary and middle school students. Practice your math skills, play a logic game, and have some fun! http://www.mathplayground.com/
Cool Math for Kids – An amusement park of math for kids

http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
Molecular Workbench – The Molecular Workbench (MW) software offers interactive, visual simulations that have been widely used to teach and learn science and engineering at all levels of science education.

http://mw.concord.org/modeler/index.html
Shoder - Interactive activities and instructional materials

http://www.shodor.org/curriculum/

Simple Plot – Interactive activities and instructional materials

http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/SimplePlot/?version=1.5.0_06&browser=MSIE&vendor=Sun_Microsystems_Inc.
Explore Learning – World's largest and most advanced online repository of math and science simulations for grades 6-12. Research-proven, inquiry-based learning tools.
http://www.explorelearning.com/
National Library of Virtual Manipulatives – PreK to 12, Number and Operations, Algebra, Geometry, Measurement, Data Analysis and Probability

http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html
US States

Good sites for information on the states of the US.

StateMaster
This is a unique statistical database which allows you to research and compare a multitude of different data on US states. 
http://www.statemaster.com 

      50 States.com
Here is an extensive collection of factual information about each of the United States and their capitals.
http://www.50states.com 

      EnchantedLearning.com: US States
Facts, map and state symbols for the 50 states, with links to related quizzes and printouts.
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/ 

      USA Geography: Online Games
Learn the locations, capitals, abbreviations, and over 500 important facts about the 50 states of the USA.
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games.htm 

      TheUS50.com
Listing history, events, outdoors, attractions, and general information for each of the 50 states.
http://www.theus50.com 

      Netstate.com
Features state symbols, flags, capitals, outline maps, songs, facts, history, and geography.
http://www.netstate.com/states/index.html 
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Janet Eskin                                                           Technology Integration Specialist PreK-12           Norwell Public Schools                       eskin@norwellschools.org
Clipart from www.dover.com, www.animationfactory.com, www.asesomeclipartforeducators.com, www.teacherfiles.com, www.topoffice.ca
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