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Technology Lesson Plans
To date 44 staff members have taken the online Technology Lessons Survey. If you haven’t taken it yet would you please take a moment to do so?
Survey: Technology Lessons Survey
The suggestion was made that a reminder be given that this tool exists. The URL is:http://www.norwellschools.org/techlessons/Learning%20Act.%20Content%20areas.htm Make this site a favorite so you will remember to visit it now and again.  It appears that new staff members did not know that this existed and I apologize for that. One of the main reasons that it was created was so that new teachers could go and find lessons that were successful and were already being used in the district. It was also created to build continuity in the use of technology between the two elementary schools.
What’s Inside This Month?
· X2 Special Education Module
· X2 Family Portal

· Creating Your Own Style

· Teacher PCs getting re-imaged

· Good Web Sites

Creating Your Own Style
We all have style. You can use that signature of style in an Excel spreadsheet. Before creating an Excel document you can create a style that will apply to that document. (Continued on pg.2)
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X2 Passwords
Passwords have never been more important as they are now. Here are some good password practices to remember. Your password needs to be at least 6 characters long. An 8 character password is better. You need to use lower and upper case letters and some numbers. Remember you cannot use your name. If you ever feel that your password has been compromised, change it. You can take a password that you use and make small changes. Make a different letter the capital, put the numbers in a different place or change their order. Using symbols to replace letters like the “1” for an “L,” the “$” for “S”, zero for “O” is also a good method to use to change a password. Try spelling things backwards, they are easy to do using the back arrow.

Remember: No post it notes!

X2 Special Education Module
The X2 Special Education Module has been rolled out, in Norwell. We are one of the first districts to use this component of the X2 Student Information System. We switched from Eutactics to X2 on November 16th. On November 14th many members of the special education staff participated in half day training sessions.
The programmers are working on getting flags on the class lists within the grade book. Both medical indicators and SPED indicators will eventually be on your rosters. Regular education staff will have access to this module as read-only. You will be able to read your students’ IEPs and be able to acknowledge that you have read and understand the modifications that you must provide your students. This totally eliminates the need for teachers to go to a student’s file folder and shuffle paperwork every September.
X2 Family Portal
Parents and students will soon be able to setup their own X2 accounts so they can access records about their children. They will be able to login and check attendance, conduct and academic data that the school district has about their child.

How does this affect teachers? If you are using the X2 Gradebook then they will be able to keep track of their child’s assignments, grades, and averages. The most recent release has provided for teachers who want to keep certain data private and limit the visibility of assignment statistics.

I foresee that there will be some student and parental pressure on those teachers who do not use this tool. X2 is just that, it is a tool that is provided for you. You can choose to use it or not. 
Style (continued from pg.1) This is basically formatting at the beginning instead of after you have entered your information. 

To create a style you go to the Format menu, and then slide down to Style. The Style dialogue box will pop up with the normal style for Excel as the default. Excel predefines several other styles besides normal. First you need to name your style and type that in the Style Name window. When you click on Modify the Format Cells window will open. Make your selections by moving through each of the tabs. When you click Add your formatting will be applied to the document. Your new style is now available for any future Excel spreadsheets. I have used this feature to make a new style for creating a calendar.
	Red
	Blue
	Green
	Brown

	12
	8
	7
	11


Lead Technology Teachers

This is a reminder that you all have a Lead Technology Teacher in your building. Each building has an e-mail account that these people use. 

High School - Ross Kowalski hstech@norwellschools.org 

Middle School – Wayne Bossa mstech@norwellschools.org              

Cole School – Jacqui Carton cltech@norwellschools.org
Vinal School - Suzan Theodorou    vltech@norwellschools.org
These e-mail accounts are where you should send requests for toner and minor technology issues

Preparing For PC  Re-Imaging 
A tool is available within XP to aid in the removal of files from your computer. Not only will it allow your to remove your files it will take you favorites, e-mail, and all your settings. If you have wallpaper and screen savers, this tool will find them and bring them along as well. Directions will be made available soon.
To make the process more efficient and easier on teachers, the district will provide a “flash drive” for the process and is giving each teacher a 1G device.

Over the course of this school year, all classroom teacher PCs will be re-imaged and connected to the domain (Administrative Network). You will then have a folder on the server where you can store your files. This process will require that all teachers backup their documents. What you need to do in advance is go through your files, weed out what you don’t need and get them all into your My Documents folder. This is a good time to organize. Weed out your My Pictures folder as well. Certain software applications store files within the program. (KidPix, Student Writing Center, mPower) If you want these files then do a Save As and get another copy into your My Documents folder.
The first school that will be done will be the middle school. The date for the procedure is December 28th.   The high school will follow in February and Cole and Vinal during the April vacation.                                                                                                              
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Kevin Touhey, from Cole School, found this great site on 5 paragraph essays.  It shows some great ways to tailor an essay for purpose.

http://www.geocities.com/jk102.geo/index.html
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Bio-Cube
Bio-Cube from Read Write Think is a clever way for students to report on a biography or autobiography they have read. It also can be used as a pre-activity to writing a biography or autobiography. The end result can be printed and made into a cube. http://readwritethink.org/materials/bio_cube/
50 Tools that can increase your writing skills
This web site has a series of articles to help with writing skills. http://dumblittleman.blogspot.com/2006/10/50-tools-that-can-increase-your-writing.html
Magic Squares
Students often believe that "mathematics" was "written" by one person. In these pages you will find that the magic square mathematical game has existed throughout history and in many different parts of the world. Math is all around us and your mind will see it when you're ready!  http://mathforum.org/alejandre/magic.square.html
December Holiday websites from EduHound Weekly a newsletter for educators
http://www.eduhound.com/ewarchives/113006ew.html
Janet Eskin                                                      Technology Integration Specialist PreK-12        Norwell Public Schools 
eskin@norwellschools.org
Clipart from www.dover.com,
 www.animationfactory.com, www.asesomeclipartforeducators.com, www.teacherfiles.com, www.topoffice.ca
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