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Good Web Sites 
This site has a great collection of Graphic Organizers.  You can choose from a variety of categorized items and print them out. 

The URL:  http://education.bjbarton.com/Graphic_Organizers.html
This site has a collection of Java-based interactive math sites.  Pick one of the dozens of activities to review your math skills, or to try your hand at logic puzzles.

The URL:

http://www.cut-the-knot.com/Curriculum/index.shtml
You can create a word search having different forms: square, car, diamond, spiral, star, X, train, clover, stripes, circle, smile, V, triangle, checker.  Choose your grid style under "Options".
http://www.pedagonet.com/word2/fs.wordfinder.php
This site is loaded with intelligent, accessible multimedia learning activities across all subject areas. The free resources are not terribly obvious but they are there. There is a pay service for extra features, but it is well worth it to work your way through the regular ‘do you want to upgrade’ requests to get to the free resources.

The URL: http://www.iknowthat.com/
This collection of resources deals with management techniques and tools. You'll find 55 different sites to deal with bullying, computer management, decorations, and tools for beginning teachers.

The URL:  http://drwilliampmartin.tripod.com/reallybest.htm
This site will take you to a lesson in metric measurement. It has an actual scavenger hunt with an activity sheet that is a PDF file you can download and print.

The URL:

http://www.hbschool.com/teacher_resources/math/grade_03/g3a_measure.html
This site introduces what it was like to live in a castle during the Middle Ages. You can watch the building of a trebuchet, a deadly war machine, and then build and fire your own virtual trebuchet. This is a great site to use as part of a unit covering the medieval period.

The URL:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/lostempires/trebuchet/
This site is good practice on the location of the states. Students can drag and drop the states onto a US map.  The game is different every time and it gives you mileage errors.

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_experiment_drag-drop_Intermed_State15s_500.html
The site contains a wealth of information for all practitioners of Language Arts.  There are lessons, worksheets, sorting 

cards, games, articles, calendars, small books, booklists, poems, songs - the list is almost endless!

The URL:
http://teachers.santee.k12.ca.us/carl/
Is anyone studying Sir Isaac Newton? This site has plenty of information.

The URL:

http://www.tqnyc.org/NYC051308/index.htm
This site has Inspiration templates that can be used or modified.

The URL:

http://www.pwcs.edu/itech/Templates.htm
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Mathsisfun.com has many K-12 math concepts explained in easy language, plus puzzles, games and worksheets. It has been around for 5 years, and is reasonably popular with schools.

The URL: http://www.mathsisfun.com/
Simply Science is a site for elementary students. It includes science teaching ideas, ideas and tutorials for the use of ICT in science as well as information for students. It includes flash bits which are student-made animations. Check out tree roots and weathering, and electricity.

The URL:
http://users.pipeline.com.au/jpearce/default.htm
This site is a very cool animated and interactive experience of color communication and color symbolism. Learn more about each color through their "profiles," watch a movie based on the colors, and even make a movie to express your emotions through color.

The URL:
http://www.mariaclaudiacortes.com/colors/Colors.html 
Storyline Online, an on-line streaming video program featuring SAG members reading children’s books aloud. Hand-picked by BookPals National Program Director Ellen Nathan, a former teacher and librarian, each of the books on this 

site offers an accompanying lesson plan and activity guide.

The URL:  http://www.storylineonline.net/storyline/
Quia Accounts

We have subscribed to Quia again this year. We will stay at the same level as last year, 50 accounts. I will be making some adjustments with staff changes. If you don’t have a Quia account and would like one let me know. I am piggy backing accounts this year.
World Book Online 

Welcome to the World Book Online Reference Center, the premier online reference source-containing every article from the 22-volume print set plus thousands more. With state-of-the-art multimedia, maps, editor- reviewed Web sites, and more - we are convinced that you will find the World Book Online Reference Center to be a valuable resource!
We have subscribed to the World Book Encyclopedia Online. This resource is available to all staff and students. There are two sets of user names and passwords for any Norwell Public School student and staff member to use.
http://www.worldbookonline.com
You can find login information posted in computer labs.
New Features From MEC
MEC (Merrimack Education Collaborative) has been working to improve Spam filtering to its customers.

I want to give you an update on some of the changes that they recently implemented on MECnet's spam filtering system.

Software Upgrades 
After extensive testing by their developers in the lab environment, they have upgraded our filtering software (Exim, SPAMD, Clamd) on all four of our email filters.

Updating Spam Filtering Rules 
In addition, the system manager has updated the following rules for email processing: 
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1.) Foreign language blocking:  If an email is written in a language other than English, Spanish, French or Italian, it will automatically score 5.00 spam points.  (Emails that rate higher than 6.00 spam points are needed to block an email, so this is not an outright block of foreign languages, but it should eliminate quite a few).

2.) Have tightened up the rating system to more effectively block the emails advertising about medications/drugs. 

3.) Have enhanced "message body" filtering in the exim filter file to block additional, specific phrases.  As an example, we are now blocking everything that says:  "THIS IS GOING TO BE OUR LAST” (This should reduce the mortgage offers).

4.) The Spam Report -- a spam report will now be captured for all emails.  Previously, a spam report was generated on any email that scored higher than a 4.00.  Now, however, the spam score will be added up and put into all headers of every e-mail.  If you would like to see the spam score on any email you receive, simply do the following with the email opened:

Using OUTLOOK client: 
        Click on view 
        Select Options 
        Go to bottom of window where "Internet Headers" is listed 
        Scroll down to the bottom, 4th line up -- you will see X-Spam-Score: where the spam score is displayed

They can more efficiently monitor if particular words or phrases should be added to the “be blocked list” based upon the spam score that they generate.

The combination of these upgrades should help to reduce the amount of spam that we all receive.  If you have subsequent questions or concerns, please send them to Support@MECnet.net or call us at 978-262-4000, option 1.
I thought this information was important to share.
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