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Technology Interns from the High School
This year the technology department has the pleasure of having two wonderful interns from the high school. They are seniors Andrew Puricelli and Ray Shirtz. 
This new program allows for the boys to earn credit under an independent study. They give the department two hours a day, five out of the seven day cycle. 
So far this year they have swapped out and replaced the third grade computers at Cole and Vinal with new Dells that were purchased through a grant. These new computers will allow Scholastic Keys to be installed as well as being hooked to the network.

Other responsibilities include installing software, re-imaging older computers, cleaning out temporary Internet Files on lab computers, distributing toner to the various schools and much more.
Later in the year they will be learning some of the elementary software so they can assist teachers in the computer labs with their students and help staff with larger projects.
What’s Inside This Month?

· Technology Tickets

· Google Tools

· Teacher PCs getting re-imaged

· Quia Web Pages

· Good Web Sites
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X2 Grade Book

Our student information system X2 is now being hosted on a server, making the data available through the Internet. This new change brings the grade book to the comfort of a teacher’s home. The program is very comprehensive and has evolved to where it is today with a great deal of input from classroom teachers. Many of our teachers have submitted their suggestions and wishes to the X2 developers to make this one of the outstanding grade programs integrated into a student information system.

I would like to invite staff members who have tried the program in the past to come back and give it a second chance with the new features. I invite other teachers to take the plunge as well. 

There are some great reporting features that will allow teachers to look at statistics on specific assignments as well as reports on an individual student’s achievements. The ability to bring a comprehensive report to a parent conference or IEP meeting at the push of a few buttons is invaluable.
Technology Tickets
This is just a reminder on the ticket process. If you do not create tickets then the technology department doesn’t know that there is a problem.

To login go to Internet Explorer and put in the URL http://login.big.webapps.com
Your user name is your Norwell e-mail address. The password is what you were given originally for our web mail system. If you have changed your password that password is not what you use. If you have lost or forgotten the password let me know and I will give it to you.
Google Tools
There are Google Tools that can help you find images, maps and have access to the news. www.google.com/intl/en/options Here is a list of how to access these resources. This information came from Technology & Learning, August 2006, Carol Holzberg.
Google Scholar http://scholar.google.com Scholar lets you hunt for articles, books, theses, abstracts, and more from a variety of sources. Search by author, title, publication, or category. Narrow your search by language and set up Library Links so it locates your items in the electronic catalog of a chosen online library. Best of all, you can find out who else has cited a particular source.

Google Calendar www.google.com/calendar/render Perfect for teachers, students, parents, and administrators, Google Calendar can be accessed from any computer with an  Internet connection – all you need is an account (registration is free). Share all or some of your calendar with others and decide if those who can view your calendar can also modify it.

Google Video   (For teacher use)   http://video.google.com  Here you’ll find some educational gems such as Martin Luther King’s “I Have a dream” speech or an innovative reading of Maya Angelou’s poem, “Still I Rise.” I want to warn you that not all items are acceptable and the site can’t be blocked. This is not a site for students to search. It is for teachers to use.
Google Spreadsheets www.google.com/googlespreadsheets/try_out.html this free Web-based application sports a slimmed down Excel look. The spreadsheets you create can be saved for online access, renamed, or deleted. Once you’ve created and saved your Web-based spreadsheet, enter the e-mail addresses of those who have permission to see or edit.
Picasa 2 http://picassa.google.com this free image enhancement toolkit and photo organizer locates images on your computer and organizes them into albums. Create captions, send images via e-mail and ferry images to your Google blog by clicking the Picasa Blog This button.

Teacher PCs Getting Re-Imaged 
Backing up Files  
Too many of you have never backed up your files and if we were hit with a virus, everything on your computer could be lost. We have staff members who know what I am talking about and are so religious about the process that they virtually store nothing in their computer. Most of us have a writable CD drive, and you should use it on a regular basis. More and more of you are purchasing “Flash Drives”, removable storage, for that same purpose.

Over the course of this school year, all teacher PCs will be re-imaged and connected to the domain (Administrative Network). You will then have a folder on the server where you can store your files. This process will require that all teachers backup their documents. We are looking into the best way to accomplish this task. Directions will be provided. What you need to do in advance is go through your files, weed out what you don’t need and get them all into your My Documents folder. This is a good time to organize. Weed out your My Pictures folder as well. Certain software applications store files within the program. If you want these files then do a Save As and get another copy into your My Documents folder.
The first school that will be done will be the middle school. The date for the procedure is December break.                                                                                                                    
Quia Web Pages
This year I have 25 additional accounts for Quia Web Pages. This is an effective way to communicate with your students and parents. Norwell teachers use it to post assignments, upload files, share newsletters, create activities, and share useful links. To see some examples of these web pages, log on to www.norwellschools.org and click on the staff directory at each school. We have 60+ staff members using this tool. If you are interested in setting up a class web page, please contact me. eskin@norwellschools.org
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Dance Mat Typing I've seen a lot of online typing tutorials over the years but this one has an engaging factor to it that will really appeal to young typists.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
StarTeaching is dedicated to providing every teacher and educator with great ideas for their classes and schools.  A bi-monthly teacher newsletter, Features for Teachers, is written by real teachers and educators. Both the website and newsletter are packed with tips, techniques, lesson plans, writing prompts, activities, and stories about helping students achieve success. http://www.starteaching.com
Book Adventure was designed to help students reading below grade level.  There are reading lists, and you can choose books that are on level, below level or challenging.  There are quizzes to take, and students can earn rewards.  There are also resources available for teachers. There is a lot of advertising, but if you can pick through, there seems to be some useful bits here.
http://www.bookadventure.org



Hot Math This site offers student activities, linking math to other school subjects or to students' experiences.  No lesson plans are offered, as each idea will need adaptation to class level.  A wide range of topics are dealt with such as angles, symmetry, scale drawing, balance algebra, tables, combinations, statistics, probability, reasoning, finding rules and formulas, problem solving, etc. 
http://projects.edte.utwente.nl/hotmath/home.htm
Typography- This one page resource will give you some insight into how you format your documents. Just because you have 12 fonts you can use doesn’t mean it makes the reading better.

http://www.wiu.edu/art/courses/handouts/type.htm
Look-Cover is great for giving kids a fun way to review spelling lists. They can go in and type their own words or use the lists already there.  

http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/lookcover/lookcover.html
Stock Xchng is a site full of - gratis photography!  Create an account and search the 200,000+ photos available for you to download and use. You can browse and use free of charge.
http://www.sxc.hu/
Meg Kent is suggesting the following web sites:

My Pyramid is a great interactive space game for elementary students. Good for fueling their bodies.
http://www.mypyramid.gov
5 a Day is a site that has fruit and vegetable games, and you can even make your own recipes.

http://www.5aday.com
This newsletter is created by Janet Eskin,    Technology Integration Specialist K-12        Norwell Public Schools 
eskin@norwellschools.org
Clipart from www.animationfactory.com, www.asesomeclipartforeducators.com, www.teacherfiles.com
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