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Technology Specialist on the Move in Norwell
For the 2006-2007 school year the Technology Integration Specialist will be on the move.  I will be spending a day a week in each of the four buildings. My home base will be the Norwell Middle School for most Mondays and Fridays. The Cole, Vinal, and High School will be my home on a rotational basis, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, each week.

The plan is for me to be a resource for you. I will be available for appointments to setup Quia web pages and X2 grade book. We can have conversations on how to better integrate technology into your lesson plans. I will be available to model lessons, co-teach, and work on larger projects. I will also be able to trouble shoot some of the smaller hardware issues as they arise in each building.
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Temporary Internet Files Taking up Space
On a regular basis you should be removing the Temporary Internet Files from your computer. You can’t believe how fast they add up and clog the system. And now with X2 on the web it is happening even more. Here is a quick set of directions to get you going. 

· Open Internet Explorer.
· Click on Tools in your top tool bar.
· Select Internet Options from the pull down menu.
· In the center of the popup window click the Delete Files button.
· Place a check in the Delete all offline files Click the OK button.
· This will free up a decent amount of files.
· Now click Delete Cookies.
· Click OK to delete all cookies in the temporary internet file folder.
· Click Clear History.
· Adjust the setting for number of days to keep history.
· Hint: make it a favorite if you really want to return, then set “days to keep” at zero.
What’s Inside This Month?

· Teacher PC Re-imaging

· Quia Web Pages

· Format Painter

· Good Web Sites

· Photo Story 3

Teacher PCs Getting Re-Imaged Backing Up Files  
This nasty word is here as a reminder. Too many of you have never backed up your files and if we were hit with a virus, everything on your computer could be lost. We have staff members who know what I am talking about and are so religious about the process that they virtually store nothing in their computer. Most of us have a writable CD drive, and you should use it on a regular basis. More and more of you are purchasing “Flash Drives”, removable storage, for that same purpose.

Over the course of this school year all the teacher PCs will be re-imaged and connected to the domain (Administrative Network). You will then have a folder on the server where you can store your files. This process will require that all teachers backup their documents. The technology department will take off your Favorites, your contacts, and your emails. What you need to do in advance is go through your files, weed out what you don’t need and get them all into your My Documents folder. This is a good time to organize. Weed out your My Pictures folder as well. Certain software applications store files within the program. If you want these files then do a Save As and get another copy into you’re My Documents folder.
The first school that will be done will be the middle school. The date for the procedure is October 5th and 6th (the profess                                                                                                                      ional days).

Quia Web Pages
This year I have 25 additional accounts for Quia Web Pages. This is an effective way to communicate with your students and parents. Norwell teachers use it post assignments, upload files, share newsletters, create activities, and share useful links. To see some examples of these web pages, log on to www.norwellschools.org and click on the staff directory at each school. We have 60+ staff members using this tool. If you are interested in setting up a class web page please contact me. eskin@norwellschools.org
Format Painter
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 One-touch formatting - use Format Painter. In Word and Excel, Format Painter is located in the Standard Toolbar. It is the little paint brush next to the clipboard. Click in the word or cell with the formatted text you want to copy.  Click the Format Painter button on the standard toolbar to copy the formatting, and click another location to apply that formatting quickly. You must select the text or cell you want to copy the formatting from first, otherwise the Format Painter won’t know what formatting you want to copy. You only have to click once anywhere on the word to apply the formatting to an entire word. Double clicking and dragging to select the word will work too. If you double click on Format Painter then it stays on and you can apply formatting to more than one block of text or to multiple cells in Excel. To turn Format Painter off you can use ESC or click the Format Painter button again. At first it may seem strange, since the word is not selected, but it is fast, and it works. Try it. This information is from Microsoft Office Online. 
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I came across this extensive list of resources pointing people to Assistive Technology links.  It is maintained by a group in Kansas called Families Together Inc. and there are several good sites mentioned. The URL:  http://www.familiestogetherinc.net/assistivetechlinkstextversion.htm
This site contains a wealth of free SAT 

study content including streaming video, a custom study plan creator, and many practice problems. I have been assured that the plan is that the site will always be free to students and educators.

The URL:  http://www.satprepplan.com/
Writing Paper templates are 

PowerPoint templates ready for the students to begin writing. You must first save the file to your computer by "Right Click > Save Target As." Choose where you want to save the file and then click "Save". Now you and your students are ready to begin writing. The URL:  http://www.vickiblackwell.com/makingbooks/writingpaper.htm
The site features an interactive approach to simple machines.  You'll need Flash to make it work. The URL:  http://oac.schools.sa.edu.au/eshop/machine/index.html
This site offers this music research portal.  There is a long list of resources here for music studies from lists of composers to today's recording artists and bands.
The URL: http://www.musiclopedia.com/
Are you looking for a particular speech like "I Have A Dream" or the JFK Inaugural?  You'll find it here among many other categories of speech that have  stood the test of time. The URL: http://www.americanrhetoric.com/
The Science Spot is a collection of teaching reference materials, puzzles, trivia and other science ideas.  This one will take some time to get through! The URL:  http://sciencespot.net/
This collection of teacher-created resources offers one of the widest varieties of web-oriented lessons I've ever seen. Animals, authors, literature, maps, math, science, writing and so much more. You can search by title or by grade level.

The URL:  http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/by-title.shtml
African Wildlife Camera "Nkorho Pan is a natural water hole in the prestigious Sabi Sands Private Game Reserve, in South Africa. Nkorho pan is named after Nkorho bush Lodge  <http://www.nkorho.com>which gets it name from the Shangaan derivative for the call of the yellow-billed hornbill, a common and unusual looking bird from this area."  Be sure to check out the other wildlife cameras offered on the site!

The URL:  http://wavelit.com/index.asp?ch=Wildlife&sh=africam
Egyptian hieroglyphs "Just type in your name and BAM, a cartouche!"  There is a disclaimer that points out the obvious - it's more for entertaining than for accuracy of translation but it'll make for a cool lesson.

The URL:  http://www.virtual-egypt.com/newhtml/glyph/glyph.html
Gliffy.com is a concept mapping tool that you use right through your browser - no downloads, no cost.  What's more, you can save your diagrams online, share them among different users for collaborative work, and save them back to your computer.  Check it out!

The URL:  http://www.gliffy.com
"To help us think, talk and teach about the rights and responsibilities of citizens in our democracy, we invite you to explore 100 milestone documents of American history. These documents reflect our diversity and our unity, our past and our future, and mostly our commitment as a nation to continue to strive to "form a more perfect union."

The URL:  http://www.ourdocuments.gov/index.php
Free Software from Microsoft
Microsoft has a free software application called Photo Story 3 which can be downloaded off the Internet (for XP computers only). The program allows you to put digital images into a sequence, add music or a narration and burn it to a CD as a show. This is a great application to build student portfolios. I can see the foreign language department using it to build a story that students would have to speak about. I can see elementary teachers putting all those pictures they take together for the end of the year showing to parents.

It is a very easy program to use and was part of the professional development on our May 9th early release day. You need to download Windows Media Player 10 first before you install Photo Story 3. If you Google the name of the application “+ downloads” you will get to the right sites.
Last spring our high school technology interns helped me install this program on the computers in most of the labs in the district. 
This newsletter is created by Janet Eskin,    Technology Integration Specialist K-12        Norwell Public Schools 
eskin@norwellschools.org
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