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Welcome to College Prep Chemistry! 

I hope this year will be both challenging and exciting for you. In order to have the best year possible, you will need to know and follow certain rules and procedures. If at any time you should have any questions, please see me personally or via email. 

How to Contact Mrs. Spering:


Email: 


sperdm@abington.k12.pa.us


Voice Mail: 

215-884-4700 ext. 2051 

Office: 


Inside Room 137/140


Websites: 

http://www.quia.com/pages/dspering/speringchem
Grading:

Exams, Quizzes:


50%
Labs: 



20%

Homework: 


10% 
Classwork: 


10%
Citizenship:


10%

Rules and Procedures:

1. Be respectful. Use appropriate language. Treat others the way you want to be treated. 
2. Be on time. Being late to class will cost you citizenship points each time. 
3. Be prepared for class. Have homework & other supplies with you. 
4. Pay attention. Do not disrupt the learning process for yourself or other students. If you need something, raise your hand! 
5. Remain seated at all times during class, until the bell rings to signal the end of class. 
6. Homework will be given almost every day. It is your job to complete it BEFORE it is due. 
7. Turn work in on time! Late homework will not be accepted. 

8. NO food in the classroom! We use chemicals and mice/bugs are a problem.

9. NO cell phones or iPods (and the like) are to be used during class. This is a school-wide rule. 

10. Broken rules will result in a loss of citizenship points, parent contact and/or discipline referral.  

11. When absent, you are responsible for making up all work. See Mrs. Spering as soon as possible. This includes labs, tests and homework. No exceptions! 
12. Should you get a grade below a 70 on any TEST, you can take a re-test. To do so, you will need to have completed all other assignments for that unit. The highest grade you can earn on a re-test is a 70. 

13. Observe all safety procedures in lab at all times. Failure to do so may result in a zero for the lab and/or serious bodily harm to you or others, as well as a discipline referral and parental contact! 

14. You are expected to have a chemistry-only notebook. It will be collected as an assignment at various times during the year. Your notebook should have a place for handouts as well as notes.
15. During lecture, you are expected to take notes; however, you do not have to copy everything word-for-word. Anything written on the board is considered notes and should be copied in your notebook. 

16. PCAs will be used frequently. You are expected to start on the PCA when you arrive to class. PCAs should be copied and answered on PCA sheets. They are a good study material for any test or quiz that may be coming up. 
17. During the first and last 10 minutes of class, no one will be permitted to use the restroom. This is a school-wide policy. Between those times, only 1 person at a time will be permitted to leave the classroom. 
18. Each student will be given 4 tickets to leave the class each marking period. You need to have a ticket to leave the class for any reason, unless in case of emergency. If you don’t use all your tickets, you get extra credit for each one you turn in at the end of the marking period. 
19. Bring notebooks, homework and pencils to class. I do not have pencils or pens for you to borrow. There aren’t many textbooks in the classroom, so if a text is needed, bring your own. 
20. No passes will be issued to guidance or to other teachers or places in the building during chemistry class. 

21. It is a good idea to purchase a generic scientific calculator. They are inexpensive and very useful in chemistry. I cannot guarantee that I will have a calculator for you to borrow. An ID will be required to borrow any calculator.
22. IDs should be worn at all times. I will periodically have ID checks, sometimes for points and other times as extra credit. You cannot leave the classroom without an ID. This is a school-wide policy. 
23. Cheating will not be tolerated. School policies will be followed in all instances of cheating. This includes plagiarism and cheating on tests or homework. 

24. In chemistry, you should be working on chemistry. Working on assignments for other classes will result in a deduction of citizenship points, a notification of the other teacher and confiscation of the assignment. 

25. There are 4 types of trash bins in the classroom. Be aware of what they are used for and use them properly! 
26. There are many resources for you to use throughout the entire year. Your textbook is a good resource, as is the Quia webpage and associated activities. You also have tutorial sessions available should you need extra help. The library, reading center and computer labs are all available to you as well. 
27. You are responsible for your own work. Ultimately, you are the only one who determines how well you do in this course. Do your best and take pride in your work.

28. Should you have any questions or concerns about any of the above procedures, please see Mrs. Spering before or after class. 
29. Please sign the appropriate line on the next page (in ink), and have a parent/guardian sign as well. 

I am looking forward to a great year, and I hope you are too. 







Mrs. D.M. Spering

By signing the following, I certify that I have read and understand the classroom rules and procedures for Mrs. Spering’s chemistry class. 
Student Printed Name: 

___________________________________

Student Signature: 


___________________________________
Parent/Guardian Printed Name: 
___________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

___________________________________
Date: 

___________________________________
