 Italian IV Language and Culture

Course Overview

The course is designed to provide students of Italian with a more in-depth mastery of the four communicative skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing at the Intermediate High level. The overall goal is to improve students’ interpretive, interpersonal and presentational skills by stimulating their critical abilities in verbal and nonverbal meaningful contexts. While continuing to provide and expand on more complex structures in order to prepare students to advanced studies, the course implements past and present aspects of Italian society with its customs and traditions as well as current cultural trends. Grammar and vocabulary are taught not as ends in themselves, but as dynamic and vital communicative components aimed at stimulating thought, discussion, and expression. The class is therefore conducted mostly in Italian and students are highly encouraged and thus expected to express themselves in the target language in order to better their proficiency.

The primary textbook is Giardino Italiano: An intermediate Language Program. Additional texts, as well as supplemental materials from various written and visual resources, are implemented throughout the course (see bibliography). 

Course Objectives

· To have students improve their proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing.

· To have students understand the Italian of native speakers in a variety of contexts: movies (see bibliography), commercials, news reports, short videos, songs, and Lab activities.

· To have students enhance and achieve a level of oral expression by responding to given cues on general topics (picture sequence, directed response), class discussions and oral presentations. 

· To have students develop reading techniques and strategies to facilitate the comprehension of short books, short stories, literary excerpts, textual readings, newspapers and magazine articles.

· To have students demonstrates their level of written proficiency by organizing and writing essays on Italian cultural topics, social customs and traditions, current events and cultural trends.

Teaching Strategies
As stated before, the instructional goal of teaching a foreign language is to engage students to actively and creatively achieve proficiency in all of the four communicative skills. To make the course a dynamic, interesting and motivating experience, a variety of approaches are implemented to address the needs of the students. Among the strategies used are direct instructions to the whole class, pair/partner work, group work and individual presentations.

It is essential to motivate students in meaningful and realistic contexts in order to keep them focused and directly involved. From the moment they enter the classroom, students are engaged in every aspect of the lesson through oral/ aural participation, correction of homework, discussions and analyses of studied material, summarizing activities, projects, quizzes, tests, essays. The primary textbook provides thought-provoking topics through cultural readings and literary excerpts while at the same time expanding on more complex grammar concepts. Students are highly encouraged to visit on a regular basis the web video-based exercises provided for each chapter. The Lab manual has a CD that provides listening and pronunciation exercises as well as exercises that require written responses to oral cues. Such exercises reinforce vocabulary learned and grammar structures.

Besides textbook and workbook, students regularly use additional books and supplemental material (see bibliography). Other short stories from Italo Calvino’s Fiabe italiane, to Andrea Camilleri’s Nuove avventure  con Montalbano, further enhance the study of Italy’s history, folklore, tradition, social customs and linguistic and geographical differences among the regions. The classroom computer has become a vital audio-visual resource of classroom instruction. It is connected to a LCD projector, which enables the teacher to show movies, video clips, Internet sites, and articles from newspapers as well as play music. 
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Films

Caterina va in citta`
Short Films

Sotto il mio giardino

I capelli della sposa

Syllabus/ Course Planner
First Semester
August

Grammar:
Ripasso verbi regolari, irregolari e riflessivi. 
Reading:
Unita`1- Capitolo 1: 

Le professioni in Italia pp 2, 3

Villaggio vacanza pp.5, 6

            
  Capitolo 2:


Il Turismo p.12


Un giovane a cavallo pp.12, 13

Oral:           
Oral reading; Role-play ; Class/group discussions.
Writing:    
Description and analysis of characters; comparison of various aspects of 

                     
Italian and American culture; comparison of present and past family

                     
dynamics in Italian and American society, personal questions               
Assessment:    Quizzes on verbs/ verbs and  vocabulary/culture. Evaluation on oral and 

                        written assignments

September

Grammar:  
Pronome diretto oggetto e indiretto. Ripasso passato prossimo/verbi  

                    
transitivi ed intransitivi: accordo del participio passato con il soggetto

Reading:
              Capitolo 3:



In montagna p.21


   
Felicita`: istruzioni per l’uso p.p.40,41,42 (Sabina Minardi)              

Oral:           
Individual oral presentations on specific themes and group discussions                
Writing:       
Personal questions, exercises from book

Assessment: 
Weekly quiz on pronouns, passato prossimo and passato prossimo with     
                     
pronouns. Evaluation on oral and writing assignments.

October
Grammar :   
Imperfetto vs Passato Prossimo e Trapassato prossimo
Oral:    
Oral presentations; discussion activities on cultural topics based on 



favorite TV shows. Video clips in Italian of shows from Internet.


Scene from TV show acted out in Italian. Presentation of scenes to the 



class.                      

Writing:       
Television scenes

Assessment: 
Group work: plan, develop, correct dialogues



Quiz on usage of imperfetto with passato prossimo      
November  
Grammar:     Ripasso Pronomi (diretti, indiretti, riflessivi, tonici,combinati)    


Imperativo forme regolari ed irregolari.  Imperativo e Pronomi
Reading:


Capitolo 4
            Roma in taxi p.36


La classifica delle citta`p.234

Oral:

Presentations on Italian cities and current political events
          



Writing:           From Corrieredellasera.it“ L’alluvione in Italia”; “Scioperi nelle maggiori 


citta`italiane”
Assessment:  
Evaluation on oral and written presentations; quizzes on imperative and 


imperative with pronouns
December
Grammar:      Le particelle ci e ne.  
Reading:
 Unita` 5: 
Capitolo 14


 Il compleanno p. 153

Oral:                 Group discussions on Italian holidays: pair/partner to compare and    

contrast Italian holidays vs customs and traditions in USA . Presentation       on a particular topic of interest (How your parents reacted when…..)                        
Writing:            Written presentation of particular topic
Assessment:   
 Quiz on vocabulary. Evaluation on individual presentation
January

Grammar:      Indefinite adjectives and pronouns. Relative pronouns
Reading:
Script of movie dialogue
Oral:              
Discussions on short film; “Sotto il mio giardino” Directed responses; 



oral activities from book

Writing:         
Exercises based on the film; e-mail with pronouns (letter of recommendation)
Assessment:  
Quiz on indefinites; Quiz on the script and vocabulary of the movie
