Dear Parents,

The 6th grade religion curriculum is both exciting and challenging and I am eager to guide students toward a better understanding of their faith and as well as a better understanding and appreciation of self.
I stress the importance of hard work in the classroom, encourage thoughtful questions, and strive to inspire all students to become well-rounded individuals. In addition to honing academic skills and acquiring knowledge of the faith, students are expected to demonstrate gospel values. Our first assignment emphasized that we “Preach the Gospel at all times, and when necessary use words.”(St. Francis of Assisi) Together in the classroom we will live out this command each day.
This year we will work from two books: Sadlier’s We Believe and Benziger’s Family Life. The content of the Religion text is a study of God’s interaction with his people as recorded in the Old Testament. By learning about our history, inevitably we discover many things about ourselves and are faced with questions we may have never thought to ask. By examining our biblical ancestors, students will learn how best to preserve and nourish their relationship with God.
Additionally, I allow for further practice of what is learned in Language Arts . I also work with students on comprehension strategies. Together as teacher and students, we will learn the ropes of middle school. 6th grade is a very special year and I looking forward to guiding students through this memorable experience. 

If you are in need of assistance, do not hesitate to email me. I will respond within 24-36 hours. 

Sincerely,

Ms. Sarah Gerlinger

Middle School Religion Teacher

http://www.quia.com/pages/sgerlinger/page1
2009-2010 8th Grade Religion

Expectations:

Religion is taught 4 days a week, M, T, Th, and F. Every Wednesday, we attend school wide Mass. All students are expected to participate as members of the community during Mass. Participation will be monitored for a grade. Mass becomes a more joyful and meaningful experience when we become involved in the celebration.

Students are expected to have their text books, journal, and supplies ready for class each day. Homework is to be turned in to the class bin with a proper heading on the date due. Standard homework assignments that are late will receive a maximum of half credit. Large papers and projects will be docked one letter grade for each day late. When students are absent it is their responsibility to see me for make up work. Students are given 1 day per day absent to make up the work, and after this period the assignment will become late. Exceptions may apply in certain circumstances. 

Students earn full credit by following the criteria that was given for a particular assignment. Expectations for journal entries are that students restate the question or prompt in the first sentence, stay on topic, write in complete sentences, use the entire 10 minutes to compose a response, and produce a minimum of 5 sentences for each entry. Entries must be dated and written in black or blue ink or pencil.

Homework assignments as well as specific criteria are to be written down by the student as soon as it is given. I give all directions in both a written form on the board and orally. Criteria and rubrics will be issued for larger papers and projects. All assignments will be posted on the quia website each night.

Small quizzes will be given on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. Larger unit tests can be expected every 4-6 weeks. Prayer quizzes will be given throughout the year. Reports, powerpoints, and projects will be assigned throughout the year. Grades will be calculated on a total points basis (no weighting). Grades can be monitored on Powerschool. 

