The Name Game of Jazz Technique


Dance I – Period 8

Mrs. Jennifer Weidman

“The smooth moves you see on MTV aren’t necessarily new – jazz is the tree from which the funky fruit falls.” – Margi Young, Dance Spirit Magazine
If you come from a studio environment, you are probably used to a generic jazz class.  Studios in large dance cities such as Chicago or New York offer many types of jazz classes, some as many as 20 different styles.  Below are some examples of classes offered at the Broadway Dance Center in New York.  You will notice most of classes would be impossible to take without prior study of classical ballet and jazz technique.

Jazz focuses on building strength, flexibility, technique and style.  Though styles vary according to teacher, all classes emphasize connecting movement with the music.  Purely American in its development over many years, jazz dance is a marriage of ballet and jazz music with influences from African and Indian cultures.  This blend continued to develop and become popular because it was FUN!

· Jack Cole – the father of American Jazz Dance (Denishawn dancer) 

· Frank Hatchett – VOP

· Luigi – founder of the first jazz technique.  Developed after a debilitating car accident

· Matt Mattox

· Gus Giordano

· Bob Fosse

Lyrical Jazz begins with a ballet-based warm-up.  Classes focus on dynamics, style and intensity through combinations ranging from slow and graceful to fast-paced.  Most dance companies perform this type of jazz.

Contemporary Jazz blends modern, jazz and ballet techniques with angular movements and syncopated rhythms.  Dancers should have a strong base in classical jazz technique; previous modern experience is helpful but not required.  Most jazz companies perform this type of jazz.

Theater Jazz explores different styles and periods of musical theater dance, from the ‘40s to the present day.  Extensive technical dance training is recommended for this upbeat class.  All routines taught in these classes are based on classic Broadway choreography.

Street Jazz integrates innovative choreography and helps develop musicality.  Ballet, hip-hop and jazz training is recommended.

Latin Jazz spices up ballet and jazz techniques with the Afro-Caribbean dance styles of Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic.  In-depth study of the respective culture is often incorporated.

Funk blends classic jazz technique with hip hop moves.  Dancers should have knowledge of jazz technique.
Jazz Funk is for dancers who want to learn music video moves.  The classes incorporate street, funk and hip hop.  Dancers should have a basic jazz background.

JFH is a fusion of jazz, funk and hip hop, creating a powerful hybrid with clean lines.  Dancers should be versatile and open to incorporating many styles of dance into one routine.

Video will give you the tools and tips to nail a music video audition.  The class is designed to enhance versatility through turns, jumps and club and street moves.  Primarily a professional or pre-professional class.

Wackin’ is inspired by the pop-and-lock style of break dancing.  Though it has a loose, impromptu look, it is extremely intricate and makes use of musical accents.

House spotlights dance trends from the club scene.  Experience in meringue, mambo and African dance is helpful, but not necessary.

Compiled with help from Dance Spirit Magazine (March 2005) dancespirit.com
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