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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

STATEMENT


Integrity, by its very definition, suggests a moral code of honesty. Beyond the moral nature of this definition, St. Pius X High School students are expected to adhere to and maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. This serves as the foundation of learning as students strive to achieve “their full academic potential” (SPX Mission Statement). 

Academic integrity prohibits any form of dishonesty in the completion of work prepared and submitted for classes at St. Pius X High School. These areas include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Plagiarism: Students shall not rely on or use someone else's words, ideas, data, or arguments without clearly acknowledging the source and extent of the reliance or use.

The most common way to acknowledge this reliance or indebtedness is to use parenthetical documentation and Works Cited or Consulted according to MLA format. Documentation means acknowledging your sources by giving full and accurate information about the author, title, date of publication, and related facts.  Proper acknowledgement includes both the parenthetical documentation and accurate reference on the Works Cited/Consulted page as well.  It is the students' responsibility to show clearly when and where they are relying on others - partly because others may wish to learn from the same sources from which the original writer learned. Since this indebtedness may be of many kinds, some definitions and examples of plagiarism are listed below.

· Using someone else's words without acknowledgment. If you use someone else's words, not only must you give the source, but you must also put them within quotation marks or use some other appropriate means of indicating that the words are not your own. This includes spoken words and written words, and mathematical equations, whether or not they have been formally published.

· Using someone else's ideas, data, or argument without acknowledgment, even if the words are your own. If you use someone else's examples, train of thought, or experimental results, you must acknowledge that use. Paraphrasing, summarizing, or rearranging someone else's words, ideas, or results does not alter your indebtedness.

· Acknowledging someone else in a way that will lead a reader to think your indebtedness is less than it actually was. For example, if you take a whole paragraph worth of ideas from a source, and include as your final sentence a quotation from that source, you must indicate that your indebtedness includes more than just the quotation. If you simply put a page number after the quotation, you will lead the reader to think that only the quotation comes from the source. Instead, make clear that you have used more than the quotation. 

The examples above constitute plagiarism regardless of who or what the source is. Introductions and notes to books also require acknowledgment. The examples above constitute plagiarism even if you simply forget to include a reference, forget that you used a certain source, or forget that you found certain ideas or a certain argument or certain data in a source. 

If you realize after handing a paper in that you accidentally plagiarized an author’s work, you should report the problem to your instructor as soon as possible. In this way you eliminate the element of fraud. You may receive a lower grade than you had hoped for, but getting a lower grade is better than failing a course or being expelled. It is also better than experiencing the shame of plagiarism (MLA Handbook. Sixth Edition. 2003. 70). 

You need not provide citations for items that are considered common knowledge. What constitutes common knowledge, however, varies from academic field to academic field, so you should consult with your instructor. In general, the harder it would be for someone to find the fact you have mentioned, the more you need to document it. 


· Cheating: While doing homework or taking a test or examination, students shall rely on their own understanding and mastery of the subject and not attempt to receive help in any way not explicitly approved by the instructor; for example, members shall not try to use notes, study aids, or work of another.

Such cheating includes trying to give or obtain information about a test when the

 instructor states that it is to be confidential.
· Fabrication: Students shall not falsify, invent, or use in a deliberately misleading way any information, data, or citations in any assignment.

This includes making up or changing data or results, or relying on someone else's results, in an experiment or lab assignment. It also includes citing sources that one has not actually used or consulted.

· Multiple submissions of work: Students shall not submit academic work for a class which has been done for another class without the prior approval of the instructor. In any assignment, an instructor is justified in expecting that a certain kind of learning will be taking place. Handing in something done previously may preclude this learning. 


· Other forms of dishonesty: Acting honestly in an academic setting includes more than just being honest in one's academic assignments; students are expected to be honest in all dealings with the school. Certain kinds of dishonesty, though often associated with academic work, are of a different category than those listed above. 

These kinds of dishonesty include (but are not limited to) the following:

· Misrepresenting oneself or one's circumstances to an instructor (for example, in requesting a makeup exam or a special due date for an assignment, or in explaining an absence).

· Forging parts of, or signatures on, official documents (including both school documents, such as referral slips or excused absence slips, and relevant outside documents, such as doctors' notes).

· Taking credit for work in a team-project even when the student has made little or no contribution to the work of the team.

· Stealing or damaging library books.

· Unlawfully copying computer software.

Adapted with permission from: Villanova University. “Villanova’s Code of Academic Integrity”. <http://www.academics.villanova.edu/AcademicIntegrity.html>. 2004. (18 May 2004). 

Consequences:

As outlined by the Saint Pius X Student Handbook, a student “will receive a grade of zero for the work…. A second violation in that or any other class will result in the grade of “F” for the semester in the course where the second offense occurred. … With [a] third offense, there will also be an immediate discipline Board conferences and possibility of expulsion (8). 
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