ACCP ENGLISH SYLLABUS

St. Pius X High School

Rockhurst University

Spring 2010

I.
Instructor: 


Michael Smithmier

Course:


EN 1120 College Composition II (3)

Contact information: 
(816)453-3450 ext. 102






msmithmier@stpiusxhs-kc.com
http://www.quia.com/pages/accpenglishspx.html                   (web page)

Availability:


Daily before school: 7:00 – 7:40






Daily after school:    2:45 – 3:15

II. 
Course Description: The Rockhurst University component of this second semester is designed to assist students in achieving fuller proficiency in college-level written composition. It includes the study of and regular practice in the process of composing and editing as well as relating reading and writing. A greater emphasis is placed upon analytical and interpretive writing; the documented thesis paper that employs research skill is also included. The dual enrollment part of the course for high school credit emphasizes the development of skills in critical reading of literature and in writing about literature and related ideas. Different critical approaches to literature are taught. Essays are primarily persuasive in form and emphasize a close reading of the literature with critical writing.  The literature primarily focuses on British and world authors. It is for students capable of doing college-level work who are willing to devote the energy necessary to complete a course more rigorous and demanding than other high school English courses. Spring semester includes completion of a 10-page research paper emphasizing the process of research and the ability to analyze and synthesize material from a variety of sources. 

III.
Course Objectives: The student, upon completion of this course, should be able to:

· read critically;

· understand a variety of critical approaches to literature;

· evaluate stylistic features in light of theme;

· understand the writing process and use it in different types of writing;

· improve research skills using both print and electronic media, recognizing both primary and secondary sources;

· strengthen critical thinking skills through the close reading of literature.



IV.
Texts: Subjects/Strategies: A Writer’s Reader; Brave New World; The Trial; Siddhartha; Portrait of an Artist As a Young Man; Heart of Darkness; The Turn of the Screw; Heart of the Matter. 

V.
Grading: A ten point grading scale is used. Sixty percent is required for a passing grade. Grades are published every six weeks (three times each semester). This is a weighted course. Students should be aware of the Rockhurst University grading standards as published in their handbook.


A
Indicates high achievement and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.


B
Denotes attainment well above the average.


C+



C
Denotes work of average attainment.

C- Denotes below average work. This grade does not satisfy any requirement which states that a C grade is a minimum.


D+ 
Denotes work of inferior quality, but passing.


D


F
Denotes poor work, for which no credit will be given.


(Rockhurst University Catalog 2008-2010, 38). 

VII.
Grading Procedures: There is a final exam for the course over the literature study. Essays and the research paper and possibly objective tests over the reading make up the other 85% of the grade. Since revision is part of the writing process, all students may revise an essay for an improved grade after conference with the instructor to develop a plan for revision. This option is not available on tests or exams or the research paper. The Rockhurst University English Department’s “Short Guide to Grading Student Papers” serves as the guideline for determining letter grades on student work. 



VIII.
Course Policies: Because class sessions depend extensively on discussion and group work, it is important that you are in class both to learn from others and to help others as you express your ideas and contribute to their work.  If you are absent, you are responsible for make-up work.  You should arrange with another student to get notes, handouts, etc.  If you miss a test or quiz, you need to arrange to come in before or after school or during seminar time. You should also note Rockhurst University attendance policy (Rockhurst University Catalog 2008-2010, 49).

Because of the busy schedule you and I maintain, you must turn assignments in on time.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  

Participate in discussions and activities.  People who are involved in the daily class business tend to be more aware of the content and processes of the course.  Consequently, they perform better on papers and exams.  Students who pursue activities different from those of the course (sleep, visit with classmates, work on other courses) usually perform poorly on tests and papers.  Moreover, they distract me and other students from the business of the course.  

Make your papers as readable as possible.  Use the published SPX Writing and Language Standards and MLA format.  Readability includes the following: 

· type or use personal computer (all essays are to be typed);

· if written, use ink and double space.  Make your writing as legible as possible;

· do not turn in papers with ragged edges.

Ask questions.  If you have questions about anything on this sheet or about the course, please ask me in class or request an appointment after class.

Academic Honesty “includes adherence to guidelines pertaining to integrity established …by the University…All forms of academic dishonesty or misconduct are prohibited” (Rockhurst University Catalog 2008 – 2010, 51).  The catalog has an extensive list of examples and procedures. Please refer to pages 50 through 54 for complete information. 

See also “Academic Integrity” on my web page.

