BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

August 25, 2009

SENIOR ENGLISH:  Mr. Smithmier (Room 102)

Contact information:


I am usually here at school by 6:30 and stay until 3:30. My voice mail is ext. 102 at the school number: 816-453-3450.


By email, (preferred), I can be reached at msmithmier@stpiusxhs-kc.com. I do not have access at home so if you email me over the weekend, I will respond on Monday. My website is informational:  http://www.quia.com/pages/spxsmithmier.html. Our school website is www.stpiusxhs-kc.com. There are a number of resources listed under the library media center that students may use for research. In addition, on the staff page, you may click on any teacher’s name for an email form to communicate with them. 


With my students, I am trying to use email to communicate suggestions on drafts and revisions by inserting comments into their papers that they attach. Also should a problem arise, unless over a weekend, they can email or electronically submit work or resolve problems. 

Important assignments/other information:

1. Writing: The assigned essays will cover the four types of writing: narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive. Generally, the essays will be based on the reading and literature of the class. Usually, I grade these using a rubric that student will receive with the returned paper. As I have told the students, my intention is to return their papers graded within a week. I also intend to try to use a portfolio for the students to maintain in order to track progress. It should be noted that I do not accept late work. If students are absent, it remains their responsibility to submit the work when it is due not when they return.   This may be done electronically if necessary.

2. Reading: I usually have students read as homework assignments. This is my expectation. I do not feel it is necessary to assign questions to determine if students are meeting my expectations. Although quizzes and questions exist for every selection, I believe that students need to form study habits that mirror college expectations with the understanding that if they do not read, they will not succeed. Moreover, in class, we do practice highlighting and annotating the text for certain selections to strengthen reading skills and to improve their ability to review and to transfer learning to long-term memory. 

3. Important dates: 

a. 9/21, the résumé is due. 

b. 9/25, the first grading period ends.

c. 10/15 and 10/16, Parent-Teacher conferences. 

d. Students will have a calendar/syllabus with dates for major works and assignments. 

e. Semester exam: We will develop essay questions that serve as the framework of our semester. I have suggested that they keep track of the information as we proceed to fit into some type of response to these questions. My plan is to present these as essay questions on their semester exam in December. 

