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Course Description:  This course combines the study of British literature with written composition.  It provides the student with a broad overview from Beowulf through Canterbury Tales and into the 20th century.  Essays are primarily persuasive in nature and emphasize a close reading of the literature with critical writing.  In addition, the students are required to keep a journal and complete a research paper.





Texts:  Elements of Literature, Sixth Course  (2003); Lord of the Flies; 1984; The Stranger; Brave New World.





Required Materials:  A notebook or loose-leaf binder is expected for notes and handouts.  





Classroom Procedures:  Students are expected to bring the appropriate text to class, along with notebook, pen.  All work is to be done in ink; pencil work will not be graded.  Written work must follow the SPX Language and Writing Standards and the MLA format.





Study and Work Procedures:  Students are expected to study every night: reading the book, reviewing their notes, or preparing their papers.  Homework is assigned on a regular basis.  Tests are given at the end of each unit of study and upon completion of major texts.  Writing assignments are based on the literature.  Students are expected to take notes on lectures and discussions. 





MOODLE: Students are expected to use the on-line discussion board (MOODLE) for summer reading logs, discussions, and other assignments made during the course of the school year. 





Course Objectives:  The student, upon completion of this course, should be able to: 


respond critically to literature;


write coherent, well-organized, persuasive essays;


apply print and electronic research skills to organize a formal research paper;


recognize and appreciate the various works of literature;


improve their vocabulary through writing and reading;


strengthen critical thinking skills through the close reading of literature.


 


Grading:  A ten point grading scale is used.  Sixty percent is required for a passing grade.  Grades are published every six weeks (three times each semester).  


