Back to School Night – Mrs. Somavia

Homeroom 8-104
· Sign-in: Preferred email address, please.

· Schedule for evening (students made schedules)
· New Parents 
· - September 18th 8:00-9:00 coffee intro for new middle school parents in the Parish Hall. 

· High School

· HSPT – Preparation and Testing Dates – Look on my website
· High School Info Nights 

· Important Dates
· -Information Night on how to apply to a Catholic high school is on Monday, September 21st.
· -Sunday, September 27th (Student Sponsored Mass); September 14th – September 18th is the ITBS testing week; December 11th- – All transcript release forms due to me for the application process; All teacher recommendation forms are also due to those teachers; Students are to ask for the recommendation; September 25th – last day of Sally Foster Fundraiser

· WASC/WCEA Accreditation – This is occurring in February.  Will not affect student learning.
Service Projects - Service project for 8th grade in February “Gift of an Animal”

· Robotics – A few spots are still open for the Robotics team that is run by Elaine Ketell.
Class parties - There are no class parties this year except for the end-of the year party.

· Website 

· School website  - Password protected website.  Provides access to the Wednesday envelope and PowerSchool.
· Contact Information

8th Language Arts

-The goal for Language Arts is to prepare your son/daughter for high school.  High school doesn’t wait for your son/daughter to get ready for the high expectations that they set.  This year will be preparing your son/daughter for the HSPT and for the work load expected of him/her.  We will be working on writing and reading comprehension, using the concepts of grammar, spelling, and vocabulary to bolster these areas. 

- Spelling homework is due the day before the test (which is the last day of the week) – the first four pages of the unit (in pen)

-Vocabulary homework is due the day before the test (which is the last day of the week) – all four pages of the unit (in pen)

-It’s good to work on these over the weekend in order to ensure that time is reserved for other assignments.

- Writing – Step Up to Writing is the system that we use.  Everything is based on the Accordion paragraph format.  Two column notes is the note-taking format and will be used to keep all writing organized.  It’s to be used in all classes.  Essay writing will be starting soon with the learning of the “Rule of Three.”  It’s a format designed to help make essay writing easy.  It will take some time to learn the format, but once it’s learned, essay writing will be easy no matter how long the essay is supposed to be.  If you wish to familiarize yourself with the concept, click on the “Rule of Three” link on my website.  There will be a research essay that I’ll speak about a little later.

 – Reading comprehension will be taught through the literature book and novels.  The novels that we will be reading this year are My Brother Sam is Dead, Glory Field, and some literature circle novels based on war times.  Students will be taking journals and doing other activities to help increase their knowledge of literary devices.  These books and short stories will also be used as topics when they are doing their writing.

- Grammar  – Couple of times a week will be dedicated towards grammar.  Students will be taking notes and then practicing the concepts with both classwork and homework.

-Dictation – Activity that helps with listening skills and reinforces vocabulary and spelling words learned during the past weeks.  Occurs at the beginning of the week and then students will have the final quiz on Wednesdays.  It’s usually four to eight sentences, depending on the difficulty of the words.

-Late homework will only be accepted up through three days after it is due.  This is different than absent work.  Depending on the assignment, the student will either lose points or a grade per day it is late.  I will not accept late work past three days.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out whether or not he/she has missing work.  PowerGrade and my website are two resources for you to help your son/daughter stay on track.

-Extra credit – not offered.

-Help – I encourage you to not help your son/daughter the first time that they attempt a new concept in Language Arts.  Only after they have attempted it and still do not understand should you step in.  This is to help your student to persevere.  All work is to be in the student’s voice.

-Website – My website is updated every day by four or four-thirty.  Use it as your resource.  All students have an agenda and do not have time at the end of the day to write down all of their assignments, so they are expected to write it down at the end of each period. (Demo website)
- Preparation for class – Pens, Grammar book, Composition book, Paper, and any homework 
- Students are responsible for all missed assignments during their absence.  They have 1 day (for each day of absence) to make up their missed assignments.
-Book reports have already begun this week.  Students will be receiving the requirements the day it is assigned. There should be at least four book reports this year.

-Research paper will be tied into a social studies topic.  Students will be learning about MLA formatting, which will come in very handy at the very beginning of their freshman year in high school.  It will require extensive reading and lots of analytical thinking.  Students are to be prepared for multiple rewrites. 
- One spelling test at the end of the week. One vocabulary unit test at the end of the week. Quizzes and tests based on various literature pieces given during the week. Grammar quizzes will occur at the end of the unit. Dictation quizzes on Wednesdays. 
-Homework clinic meets three times a week: Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, from 3:15 to 4:00 P.M. in room 106.  Students are to first sign in to Teen Center for safety reasons and then they are taken to the homework clinic.

-Appointments – Please call or email in advance for an appointment.  I’m available most mornings and afternoons.  Monday and Wednesday mornings are unavailable.

-Students can come any morning (except Mondays and Wednesdays) to get extra help, by 7:30.  If they wish to come earlier, they need to let me know so that I can make sure to clear my schedule. 

7th grade Language Arts

-The goal for Language Arts is to prepare your son/daughter for high school.  High school doesn’t wait for your son/daughter to get ready for the high expectations that they set.  This year will be preparing your son/daughter for his/her eighth grade year when the HSPT will be given and he/she will have to apply for high school.  The seventh grade grades will be looked at by the high schools, so this is the time where responsibility and organization are extremely important.  We will be working on writing and reading comprehension, using the concepts of grammar, spelling, and vocabulary to bolster these areas. 

- Spelling homework due the day before the test (which is the last day of the week) – the first four pages of the unit (in pen)

- Vocabulary homework is due the day before the test – all four pages of the unit (in pen). It’s good to work on these over the weekend in order to ensure that time is reserved for other assignments. Students also do vocabulary charts, vocabulary cards, skits, and other activities to help with comprehension.  Students are graded not only on memorization, but on how well they understand the word and how it is used.

-Writing – Step Up to Writing is the system that we use.  Everything is based on the Accordion paragraph format.  (Show student examples with the correct highlighting). Two column notes is the note-taking format and will be used to keep all writing organized.  It’s to be used in all classes.  Students will be learning about compare/contrast, expository, narrative, descriptive, and many other types of writing.

- Reading comprehension will be taught through the literature book and novels.  The novels that we will be reading this year are Child of the Owl, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, and a few others.  Students will be taking journals and doing other activities to help increase their knowledge of literary devices.  These books and short stories will also be used as topics when they are doing their writing.

-Dictation – Activity that helps with listening skills and reinforces vocabulary and spelling words learned during the past weeks.  Occurs at the beginning of the week and then students will have the final quiz on Wednesdays.  It’s usually four to eight sentences, depending on the difficulty of the words.

-Late homework will only be accepted up through three days after it is due.  This is different than absent work.  Depending on the assignment, the student will either lose points or a grade per day it is late.  I will not accept late work past three days.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out whether or not he/she has missing work.  PowerGrade and my website are two resources for you to help your son/daughter stay on track.

-Extra credit – not offered.

-Help – I encourage you to not help your son/daughter the first time that they attempt a new concept in Language Arts.  Only after they have attempted it and still do not understand should you step in.  This is to help your student to persevere.  All work is to be in the student’s voice.

-Website – My website is updated every day by four or four-thirty.  Use it as your resource.  All students have an agenda and do not have time at the end of the day to write down all of their assignments, so they are expected to write it down at the end of each period. 
- Preparation for class – Pens, Grammar book, Composition book, Paper, and any homework 
- Students are responsible for all missed assignments during their absence.  They have 1 day (for each day of absence) to make up their missed assignments.
-Book reports have already begun this week.  Students will be receiving the requirements the day it is assigned. There should be at least four book reports this year.

-Research paper will be tied into a social studies topic.  Students will be learning about MLA formatting, which will come in very handy at the very beginning of their freshman year in high school.  It will require extensive reading and lots of analytical thinking.  Students are to be prepared for multiple rewrites. 
- One spelling test at the end of the week. One vocabulary unit test at the end of the week. Quizzes and tests based on various literature pieces given during the week. Grammar quizzes will occur at the end of the unit. Dictation quizzes on Wednesdays. 
-Homework clinic meets three times a week: Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, from 3:15 to 4:00 P.M. in room 106.  Students are to first sign in to Teen Center for safety reasons and then they are taken to the homework clinic.

-Appointments – Please call or email in advance for an appointment.  I’m available most mornings and afternoons.  Monday and Wednesday mornings are unavailable.

-Students can come any morning (except Mondays and Wednesdays) to get extra help, by 7:30.  If they wish to come earlier, they need to let me know so that I can make sure to clear my schedule. 
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