Name
Date
PF _____
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Appendix 5.02C Consumer Information for Apparel Products

Directions:  Use these explanations and examples to aid in understanding consumer information for apparel products.  

· Information required by Federal Trade Commission (FTC), permanently stamped/sewn in

· Manufacturer or seller or brand name identification

· Fiber name and content by weight---e.g., 100% cotton

· Country of origin, if not made in the USA

· Care information stating ways to launder, dry, iron and/or dry clean

· Laws governing clothing and textile (apparel) products

· Wool Products Labeling Act---products with wool must be labeled with percent and type of fiber---new or virgin wool, reprocessed or reused; enforced by FTC

· Textiles Fiber Products Identification Act---label with generic name, fiber content, and percent of each fiber by weight, country of origin (if imported); enforced by FTC

· Permanent Care Labeling Rule---label best way to clean product---methods, temperatures for washing, drying, pressing, and dry cleaning; enforced by FTC

· Flammable Fabrics Act---sets flammability standards for children’s sleepwear, other apparel, carpets, rugs, and mattresses; enforced by Consumer Product Safety Commission

· Other manufacturers’ information on removable hang tags or sewn in

· Size, name of color, designer’s name

· Special finishes that alter performance

· Stain-resistant---spills remain on surface until wiped away; less likely to soak in and leave stains

· Permanent press---fabric resists wrinkling during wear and when laundered

· Fire-retardant or flame-resistant---resists flame; does not burn quickly

· Anti-static---resists buildup of static electricity; less likely to cling

· Quality of construction must be assessed by studying details of actual product 

· Seams, hems, zippers, and fasteners are smooth, secure, flat, and not puckered

· Fabric designs are matched at seams; collars flat; pockets and trims straight

Appendix 5.02D Apparel Product Label Comparison
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Part One---Required vs. Voluntary Information:  Labels and hangtags are used to provide consumer information about apparel products.  Certain types of information are required by law; other types are voluntary.  Read all attached labels on two apparel products of your choice and record 

findings in appropriate categories on the first chart.  

	Required
	Apparel Product 1
	Apparel Product 2

	Name of manufacturer, store, and/or brand name
	
	

	Percentage of fiber content by 

weight---e.g., 100% wool
	
	

	Country of origin


	
	

	Basic care instructions---how to

wash, dry, iron, or otherwise care for
	
	

	Voluntary
	
	

	Size


	
	

	Fabric finishes


	
	

	Special care warnings---e.g., use of bleach, treatment for bright colors, etc.
	
	

	Other, specify . . . 


	
	


Part Two---Regulations Affecting Apparel Labels.  Research online or in textbooks to find the main requirements of laws affecting apparel labeling.  Record your findings in the chart below.

	Laws
	Main Requirements

	Wool Products Labeling Act


	

	Textiles Fiber Products Identification Act


	

	Permanent Care Labeling Rule


	

	Flammable Fabrics Act
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