Name	Date	PF_____

Appendix 5.02G Consumer Information for Medicinal Drug Products
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Directions:  Use these explanations and examples to aid in understanding consumer information for medicinal drug products.  
· [image: C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\MEDIA\CAGCAT10\j0315447.jpg]Medicinal drugs are regulated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
· Drugs are available as generic drugs or by trade and brand names
· Generic drugs are sold by their common name, chemical composition, or class
· Generic drugs usually cost much less than trade/brand drugs 
· Generic drugs have the same ingredients and effectiveness as trade/brand drugs
· Patients may request doctors to substitute a generic equivalent for another drug
· Types of drugs as defined by the FDA
· Prescription drugs
· Available only by written order from a doctor
· Stronger, more effective than over-the-counter drugs
· May have side effects, especially if taken improperly
· Health insurance will cover costs of some
· FDA requires labels on prescription drugs to contain pharmacist’s name, address, and phone number; prescription number; date of prescription; names of doctor and patient; directions for use; expiration date; and whether renewable
· Over-the-counter drugs
· Available without a written order from a doctor
· Considered safe if taken according to directions
· Sometimes not covered by health insurance
· FDA requires labels on over-the-counter drugs to contain:
· Name and address of manufacturer, packer, or distributor
· Quantity of contents
· Purpose of medication
· Directions for use/storage
· Recommended dosages
· Length of time medicine may be taken
· Cautions for times to avoid use
· Possible side effects and interactions with other medicines
· Active ingredients and quantity per dose
· Other ingredients
· Habit-forming properties
· Expiration date
· Suggestions for making informed purchasing decisions
· Check availability of generic substitutes for trade and brand name drugs
· Ask if a drug is habit-forming and exercise caution when using
· Exercise caution when using dietary supplements, as these are not tested or approved by the FDA or any other government agency and may not be safe or effective
· Beware of websites that sell unapproved products or products that should only be obtained with a doctor’s prescription---may be out of date, counterfeit, or contaminated
· Avoid purchasing tobacco products, as data shows they are associated with heart and lung diseases, cancer, digestive problems, and infertility

Appendix 5.02H Medicinal Drug Product Label Comparison

Directions:  Select one prescription product and one over-the-counter product that were designed for similar purposes.   Compare information found on the labels of these two medicinal drug products.  Complete the chart and respond to questions that follow.  Use blank lines at bottom of chart for additional information found on drug product containers.

	Type of Information
	Prescription Product
	
	Type of Information
	Over-the-Counter Product

	Pharmacist’s name

	
	
	Name of manufacturer
	

	Pharmacist’s address 

	
	
	Address of manufacturer
	

	Pharmacist’s phone number

	
	
	Quantity
	

	Prescription number

	
	
	Purpose of medication
	

	Date of prescription

	
	
	Directions for use
	

	Name of doctor

	
	
	Directions for storage
	

	Name of patient

	
	
	Recommended dosage
	

	Directions for use
	
	
	Length of time medicine may be taken
	

	Expiration date
	
	
	Cautions for times to avoid use
	

	Whether renewable
	
	
	Possible side effects

	

	Use remaining lines for additional 
	
	
	Possible interactions with other medicines
	

	

	
	
	Active ingredients and quantity per dose
	

	
	
	
	Other ingredients

	

	
	
	
	Habit-forming properties
	

	
	
	
	Expiration date

	

	

	
	
	




	





Appendix 5.02H Medicinal Drug Product Label Comparison

Questions
1.  Does the prescription drug you evaluated provide all the labeling information required by law?  Explain your answer.   ______________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Does the over-the-counter drug you evaluated provide all the labeling information required by law?  Explain your answer.   ______________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why do you think the over-the-counter product requires more information placed on the label than the prescription drug?  Explain your answer in detail; be specific.  _______________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Compare the two products.  List below the top 3 similarities. 
		1.  ______________________________________________________________________
		2.  ______________________________________________________________________
		3.  ______________________________________________________________________
5.  Compare the two products.  List below the top 3 differences. 
		1.  ______________________________________________________________________
		2.  ______________________________________________________________________
		3.  ______________________________________________________________________
6.  Summarize below the most significant findings from your comparison.  State whether you would prefer to use the prescription drug or the over-the-counter drug and explain why.  
		     _______________________________________________________________________
			_______________________________________________________________________
			 _______________________________________________________________________
			_______________________________________________________________________
		     _______________________________________________________________________
		     _______________________________________________________________________
			_______________________________________________________________________
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