English 10

Ms. Tinning

2009-2010 Syllabus
Contact Information

mtinning@saintviator.com

847.392.4050x335

Availability During School Hours: 

I.  Course  Content 

 English 10 continues to explore the literary genres introduced last year on a more intensive level. Students develop and implement the skills of literary analysis; additionally, the writing skills of persuasive and expository composition will be integrated into the coursework.  Instruction also includes extensive emphasis on the communication process through the study, development, presentation, and analysis of the various forms of public speaking.

II.  Required  Materials

A. Summer Reading: Lord of the Flies by William Golding

B. McDougal Littell –Literature  (Evanston, IL: Houghton Mifflin),  2008.

C. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger (Boston:  Little, Brown, & Company), 1951.


D. Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer (New York: Anchor Books), 1996.
E. A spiral notebook or binder supplied with loose-leaf paper for daily note taking, exclusively for this course.

F. A folder or binder in which to keep handouts, writing assignments, loose leaf, & returned materials.

G. A small supply of loose-leaf paper (have ten sheets available at any given time).

H. St. Viator Agenda 
III.  Course  Objectives

A. To expose and expand the student’s awareness and appreciation of the various genres of literature, and to appreciate these genres through a more intensive literary analysis.

B. To be able to recognize and explain & contrast various literary elements such as character, plot, theme, characterization, & foreshadowing from reading selections.   By developing these skills, the student should begin to make inferences, judgments, and evaluations based upon these readings, as well as evaluating the techniques, styles, and intentions of various authors.

C. To develop oral communication skills through the study, preparation, delivery, and evaluation of speeches.  To deliver demonstrative, informative, and persuasive speeches and to constructively critique the speeches delivered by both the individual student and her/his peers.

D. To expand vocabulary with the study of central ideas, contextual words and clues, new words, and unfamiliar words included in the reading selections in this course.

E. To develop a more mature writing style by the process of grammar review, by the composition of multi-paragraph essays, by writing creative essays, and by supporting oral/written statements with more specific textual references.  

F. To hone writing style by revising the aforementioned assignments, and to evaluate one’s own writing as well as samples from classmates.    

G. To apply the developmental skills offered in this class across the school’s curriculum as well as to integrate their importance into one’s own life experiences.

IV. Course Outline

A. Semester 1 

1. Students will read, discuss, and critically analyze The Lord of the Flies.
2. Students will learn how to diagram a story.

Students will read a compilation of short stories from their textbooks, such as “Harrison Bergeron,” “The Possibility of Evil,” “To Build a Fire,”  “By the Waters of Babylon,” “The Seventh Man,” and “On the Rainy River.” 
3. Students will read, discuss, and critically analyze The Catcher in the Rye. 

4. Students will read, discuss, and critically analyze Into the Wild as a nonfiction companion piece to The Catcher in the Rye.
B. Semester 2

1. Students will read and critically analyze nonfiction pieces found in their McDougal texts and contrast the literary devices within nonfiction genre versus fiction.  Selections will include  “Nine-year-old Amber Colvin Rides Out a Killer Flood in Ohio,” “The Johnstown Flood,” “The Race to Save Apollo 13,” “Dyaspora,” “Why Leaves Turn Color in the Fall,” “The Plot Against People,” “Farewell to Manzanar,” and “Montgomery Boycott.”
2. Students will write, practice and execute several speeches while analyzing and learning the various devices used in famous speeches and current political speeches.

3. Students will complete a poetry unit comprised of poems selected by the instructor.

4. Students will create a poetry portfolio.

5. Students will read & discuss the political and dramatic elements within Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar.
6. Please note: Ongoing vocabulary, grammar, and composition skill development will occur throughout each unit and will be included in conjunction with that unit.

V.  Course  Expectations
Course Policies and Procedures 

A. Students will exhibit courtesy and respect towards other students and the teacher at all times.

B. Regular attendance is expected.  

C. Be in your seat when the bell rings, and stay in your seat until you are dismissed by the teacher.  Three unexcused tardies will result in a detention.

D. Academic honesty is always expected and strictly enforced.

E. Students are expected to participate actively & appropriately (raise your hand & get permission to speak) in class discussions. Class participation is crucial to your performance in this class.  Your ability to respond and contribute to class discussions is an index of your performance as a whole. Conversely, coming to class unprepared is unacceptable and will not be tolerated; students are expected to keep up with their reading at all times. 

F. All other school rules and policies will be upheld in this class.

Be prepared

A. Bring your agenda to class each day to record assignments.

B. Bring the relevant text and handouts to class
C. Maintain class folder for handouts, returned work and a supply of loose-leaf paper.
D. Maintain orderly and complete notes used for this class only.
E. Students will be expected to use turnitin.com when they hand in most papers. Please see the handbook for details about this software.
Homework/Tests/Quizzes/Projects/Papers
A. Complete assignments on the dates assigned.

B. The date and content of every test and most quizzes will be announced in advance.

C. Make-ups must be taken outside of regular class time and it is the student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements upon his or her return to school.

D. If a student is absent, he/she has the amount of time that he/she was gone to complete missing work.  For instance, if a student has an excused absence on a Friday, he/she has Monday to complete work; therefore, all missing work must be in by the end of the day on Tuesday. 

E. The English department’s late work policy is as follows:

· If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn it in to your teacher by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class or not.

· Late work will be scored according to the following scale:

· Up to 1 day late: 25% deduction

· 1 – 2 days late: 50% deduction
· More than 2 days late: no credit 

F. Failure to take initiative & complete missing work in a timely manner will result in a grade of zero. 

C. Assessments / Grades   

1. The course’s final semester grade reflects the student’s performance during the quarters (2 grades worth 40%) and on the final exam (20%).

2. Grades are based on the accumulated points the student has obtained through her or his work throughout the quarter and semester.  The points are then measured against the school’s grading scale.  (For example, in a quarter, if a student receives 744 out of 800 possible points, that will equal a 93, or A-).

G. I do not offer extra credit during the course of the year.  Consequently, there will NOT be opportunities for extra credit for individual students at any time during the course of this school year. This course is designed in such a way that a student who keeps up with and hands in assignments on time will be able to pass without needing bonus points.
NOTE FROM THE INSTRUCTOR:  Should an extenuating circumstance come up on the day that an assignment is due, see me before school at 7:30 a.m. in the library and I will evaluate the circumstance & consider granting an extension.  If students do not see me before school, no exceptions will be granted under any circumstances. 
