The Culture of the Roaring 20s
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Jazz: one of the first original American musical forms; its style was influenced by African American rhythms and ragtime.  It became an influential form of music in the 1920s and was very popular in speakeasies (establishments that illegally sold alcohol during Prohibition).
Louis Armstrong: influential American jazz trumpeter; rose to popularity in 1920s era speakeasies 
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Silent films and “talkies”: the 1920s became known as the Age of the Silver Screen when film innovation took off.  The first films with a true narrative were shown in the 1920s.  The first talking film was The Jazz Singer. 
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Flappers: a "new breed" of young women who wore short skirts, bobbed their hair, listened to what was then considered unconventional music (jazz music) and flaunted their disdain for what was then considered "decent" behavior. The flappers were seen as brash for wearing excessive makeup, drinking hard liquor, treating sex in a more casual manner, smoking cigarettes, driving automobiles, and otherwise flouting conventional social and sexual norms. 
Bootleggers: those who illegally created, transported and sold alcoholic beverages during Prohibition
Margaret Sanger: an American birth control activist who became an advocate for women’s rights to family planning after seeing her mother give birth 18 times
Response to 20s “Immorality”
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Aimee Semple McPherson: an evangelist in the 1920s who started a new Pentecostal denomination called the FourSquare Church in Los Angeles, CA.  McPherson was reported to be abducted in 1926, causing media sensation.  This abduction was widely believed to be a publicity stunt.  
Billy Sunday: a former baseball player turned touring Christian evangelical minister, Sunday preached in favor of Prohibition and against the teaching of evolution.  He was a highly influential member of the Christian community of the 20s and his popularity revealed concern for the nation’s moral standards and how they were changing. 
Scopes Trial: When Tennessee declared the teaching of evolution in public schools to be illegal, teacher John Scopes volunteered to challenge the law.  The trial got national media attention as the prosecutor, William Jennings Bryan, and the defending attorney, Clarence Darrow, were both well-known.  The trial revealed religious/moral sectionalism between urban and rural Americans.



