Harlem Renaissance
An explosion of African American literature, music, and culture between 1919 and the mid 1930s; centering around the Harlem neighborhood of New York City.  Major figures include:

Langston Hughes: well-known poet who explored blackness in his works throughout the Harlem Renaissance.  For example:

The Negro Speaks of Rivers:

I've known rivers: 

I've known rivers ancient as the world and older than the 

flow of human blood in human veins. 

My soul has grown deep like the rivers. 

I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young. 

I built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to sleep. 

I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids above it. 

I heard the singing of the Mississippi when Abe Lincoln 

went down to New Orleans, and I've seen its muddy 

bosom turn all golden in the sunset. 

I've known rivers: 

Ancient, dusky rivers. 

My soul has grown deep like the rivers. 
Zora Neale Hurston: author best known for the novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God.
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Significance of the Harlem Renaissance:  an outpouring of racial pride that came to be represented in the idea that through intellect, the production of literature, art, and music could challenge the pervading racism and stereotypes of the time period to promote progressive politics, and racial and social integration. The creation of art and literature would serve to "uplift" the race.
The United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) was founded by Marcus Garvey in an effort to advocate for the rights of all people of African ancestry.  Garvey is most well known for his “Back to Africa” Movement which sought to give those of African ancestry a home country in Liberia.
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