New Deal Controversies
Constitutional Issues:

1) Schechter Poultry Corp v. United States

The NRA was ruled unconstitutional because the law gave legislative power to the executive branch by giving the president power to establish industry codes.

2) The court ruled the AAA of 1933 unconstitutional so Congress passed a replacement: the AAA of 1936:

1) gave payments directly to farmers from the federal government

2) federal government stored agricultural surpluses for times of scarcity

3) provided for soil conservation

4) allowed for market quotas

5) insured wheat crops against natural disasters

[image: image1.jpg]© QUALIFYING TEST FOR SUPREME COURT JOBS




Election Mandate
* Court packing issue: Roosevelt tried to increase the number on the Supreme Court from 9 to 15 because they had nullified his New Deal legislation

* 3rd term controversy: FDR’s break of the 2-term tradition led to the 22nd Amendment limiting terms to 2.

New Deal Opposition
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“Creeping socialism”
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* Alfred E. Smith: formed the Liberty League (anti-labor) 
* Huey Long: “Share our Wealth” program

* Father Charles Coughlin: racist attacks on New Deal
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* Dr. Francis Townsend: proposed a forerunner to Social Security

* Socialists proposed peaceful change through elections

* Communists favored more violent forms of social change like revolt

The New Deal, Women, and Minorities
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Eleanor Roosevelt: first lady, spoke out on public issues, was active in national and world affairs

· Frances Perkins: Secretary of Labor, 1st woman in the Cabinet

· “Black Cabinet”: Robert Weaver, Mary McLeod Bethune

· Marian Anderson: invited to sing at the White House

· Indian Reorganization Act: stressed tribal ownership of reservation lands, taught scientific farming in reservation schools

Culture of the Depression
· writers like William Faulkner, Lillian Hellman, and John Steinbeck recorded the conditions of the times

· the writers and artists hired by the WPA recorded the situations of people affected by the Depression

· music: swing – Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman

· Films helped people forget about hard times: The Wizard of Oz, Shirley Temple, Clark Gable
