English 10 

Mrs. Visteen
2007-2008
I.  Course  Content 

 English 10 continues to explore the literary genres first introduced to students last year, on a more intensive level as students develop and implement the skills of literary analysis.  The writing skills of persuasive and expository composition will also be integrated into the coursework, as well as extensive emphasis on the communication process through the study, development, presentation, and analysis of the various forms of public speaking.

II.  Required  Materials

A. Summer  Reading: The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

B. Glencoe Literature – The Reader’s Choice, Course 5 by Beverly Ann Chin, et al.  (New York: Glencoe McGraw-Hill),  2002.

C. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger (Boston:  Little, Brown, & Company), 1951.


D. Write Source: A Book for Writing, Thinking, and Learning.  (Wilmington: Write Source Publishing), 2007.

E. Vocabulary Workshop, Level E by Jerome Shostak (New York: Sadlier-Oxford), 2005.

F. A spiral notebook for daily note taking (≥70 pages) exclusively for this course.

G. A composition notebook for in class writing: this will not leave the classroom.

H. A folder in which to keep handouts, writing assignments, loose leaf, & returned materials.

I. A small supply of loose leaf paper (have 10 sheets available at any given time).

J. A box of Kleenex

K. St. Viator Agenda 
III.  Course  Objectives

A. To expose and expand the student’s awareness and appreciation of the various genres of literature, and to appreciate these genres through a more intensive literary analysis.

B. To be able to recognize and explain literary elements, contrast characters, plots, themes, characterization, foreshadowing, etc. from reading selections.   By developing these skills, the student should begin to make inferences, judgments, and evaluations based upon these readings, as well as evaluating the techniques, styles, and intentions of various authors.

C. To develop oral communication skills through the study, preparation, delivery, and evaluation of speeches.  To deliver demonstrative, informative, and persuasive speeches as well as critiquing the speeches delivered by both the individual student and her/his peers.

D. To expand vocabulary with the study of central ideas, contextual words and clues, the infusion of new words, and the reading selections in this course.

E. To develop a more mature writing style by the process of grammar review, the composition of multi-paragraph essays, writing creative essays, supporting oral/written statements with more specific textual references, revising the aforementioned, as well as evaluating the student’s writing as well as samples from her/his classmates.    

F. To apply the developmental skills offered in this class across the school’s curriculum as well as integrate its importance into the larger picture of life that we experience on multiple levels.

IV. Course Outline

A. Semester 1 

1. Students will read, discuss, and critically analyze The Secret Life of Bees.
2. Students will learn and be able to identify the elements of fiction and how to diagram a story.
3. Students will read a compilation of short stories from their Glencoe text in addition to supplementary stories provided by the teacher.

4. After careful analysis and understanding of the various elements of fiction, students will write their own short story.

5. Students will read, discuss, and critically analyze The Catcher in the Rye. 

6. Students will learn how to construct an argument regarding the death of Mr. Peacock.

7. Students will read and critically analyze nonfiction pieces found in their Glencoe text and contrast the literary devices within nonfiction genre versus fiction.

8. Students will write a nonfiction paper.

9. Students will learn vocabulary units 1-7 in their Vocabulary Workshop books, plus additional words associated with texts. Students will also complete grammar/punctuation mini-lessons deemed necessary or appropriate for various writing assignments.
B. Semester 2

1. Students will read excerpts of memoirs and elements of historical literature.

2. Students will read, perform, and discuss the political and dramatic elements within Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar.
3. Students will complete a poetry unit comprised of poems from their Glencoe text.

4. Students will create a poetry portfolio.

5. Students will read Arthurian legends (from Glencoe) and will discuss the difference between legend and fiction.

6. Students will work cooperatively in small groups to create their own legend.

7. Students will write, practice and execute four speeches while analyzing and learning the various devices used in famous speeches as well as current political speeches.

8. Students will learn vocabulary units 8-15 in their Vocabulary Workshop books, plus additional words associated with texts. . Students will also complete grammar/punctuation mini-lessons deemed necessary or appropriate for various writing assignments.
V.  Course  Expectations

A. Classroom  Policies & Procedures
1. When collaborative assignments are assigned, students will cooperatively work and will also be assessed by their contribution as well.
2. Participation Assessment: Students will be granted two points a day towards participation.  There are 46 days in quarter 1 = 92 points; There are 43 days in quarter 2 = 86 points.  The two quarters total 178 points possible which can be the breaking point between an “A” (100-93%) and a “B” (92-85%).  Students will be told when points are deducted on a daily basis and are welcome to keep track on their own.  The point breakdown is as follows:
i. The first point will be given to the student if they are prepared for class. This entails the following two items.  

a) The student will be expected to bring the following items to class each day: the required reading, their notebook, writing instruments, loose leaf paper, their homework and their Agenda.  Also, any auxiliary materials to be brought to class will be announced in advance.  

b) Students will be punctual for class.  Class tardies will be recorded and detentions will be assigned as per Agenda policy.  Unexcused tardies will result in the deduction of a participation point.  Three unexcused tardies in any one semester equals a level one detention.
ii. The second point will be given to the student if they positively participate in class discussion.  

a) A student who demonstrates positive participation shows respect towards their peers and towards their teacher (disrespect is a level two violation).  It is part of the learning and social process of both this school and the world beyond to coexist on a level of respect as demonstrated by Jesus’ Gospel teachings.

b) A student who demonstrates positive participation actively listens to class lecture, discussion, or lesson and contributes verbally when appropriate. 

c) A student who demonstrates negative participation includes but is not limited to 
1) unruly or disorderly behavior which distracts from the class lessons,

2) having side conversations, 
3) sleeping in class, 
4) eating or drinking in class (eating and drinking during the school day is against school policy), 
5) text messaging or their cell phone is visible (this is a level one detention and requires no warning). 

6) has their backpack on their desk (bags & purses should remain on the floor tucked under their chair).
B. Homework/Speech  Policy

1. Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Consult section E of course expectations for absentee policies.  Late papers & daily assignments will be accepted, but will be reduced 10% of the possible points/class day that they are late.

2. Students should be prepared to deliver their speeches on the day/date assigned.  There will be a 10% point reduction/class day that it is late.

3. Contrary to urban legends, assigned reading for homework IS homework that should be completed.  

C. Assessments / Grades   

1. The students should be prepared for pop quizzes on assigned readings & notes.  

2. The dates of major tests, assignments, and speeches will be announced in advance.

3. Grades are based on the accumulated points the student has obtained through her/his work throughout the quarter and semester.  The breakdown is approximately as follows:

          Tests/Quizzes ⋍ 25%     

          Papers/Projects ⋍ 35%     

    Assignments/Speeches ⋍ 35% 
    Participation  ⋍ 5%
The points are then corroborated with the school’s grading scale.  For example, in a quarter, if a student receives 744 out of 800 possible points that will equal a 93, or A-.

4. I rarely offer any extra credit during the course of the year.  Consequently, there will NOT be opportunities for extra credit for individual students at any time during the course of this school year.
5. The semester grade will be a combination of each quarter percentage (40% each quarter) and a cumulative semester exam worth 20%.

D. Attendance / Absences
1. It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for make-up tests upon promptly returning to school.  Students will take the make-up test after school, or during a free period in the writing lab, not during the class period.  

2. Assignments that are due the day the student is absent are due upon the student’s return (unless alternative arrangements have been made).  The student is responsible for retrieving the information needed to complete absent work.
3. Students should inform the teacher in advance of approved planned absences such as field trips, retreats, doctor’s appointments or college visits.
E. Teacher Availability

1. I can be found before and after school in Gym2, the room above the Health classroom near the Boler Center (South) entrance, from as early as 7am (most days) to 3:30pm Monday through Thursday.

2. My schedule is as follows

i. Period 1:  AP Language and Composition (Gym2)

ii. Homeroom: (Gym2)

iii. Period 3: English 10 (Rm 232)

iv. Period 4: English 10 (Rm 232)

v. Period 5: English 10 (Rm 225)

vi. Period 8: AP Language and Composition (Gym 2)

3. My phone/voice mail extension is X 206

4. My school email address is:  mvisteen@saintviator.com 

5. Despite the conveniences of modern technology, nothing works as well as one-on-one conversation.  However, you may contact me in any of these forms if you have any questions/concerns.   I will be happy arrange a mutually convenient time to meet upon the request of a student or parent.   

