English 10
“Farewell to Manzanar”

Study Questions pp.460-465





NAME____________________________
1. Why did Mama decide to move the family from Ocean Park to Terminal Island?  

2. About how old is the narrator of the story?  

3. Why did the narrator fear Oriental faces?

4. What is the family’s move to Terminal Island like for the narrator’s mother?  Consider what you know about the Wakatsuki family’s former lifestyle and what life is like on Terminal Island.

5. What made the narrator’s stay in Terminal Island so hateful?  Why did the residents of Terminal Island persecute her?

6. Using your knowledge of World War II, who is it that thinks it dangerous having that many Orientals so close to the Long Beach Naval Station”?  And why do they think so?
7. Why does Mama break the china rather than take the dealer’s offer?  What does this reveal about her character?

8. Even though the author was too young to understand the political climate in the United States during the war, she recalls specific details from her own experience that convey the anti-Japanese feelings common at the time.  Identify some of those details.
9. When they arrive at Manzanar, why do the people in the bus suddenly burst into uncontrollable laughter?

10. Compare and contrast the three “homes” the narrator has lived in since the tension between the Americans and the Japanese began.  Be specific.
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1. Why is the rice with the apricots an “inedible concoction”?
2. Describe the Wakatsukis’ barracks.  

3. Who, according to the narrator, had it hardest in the first few months? Why? Do you agree?  Why or why not?
4. What role does humor have in the lives of the narrator’s family and others at Manzanar?  Give specific examples to support your opinion.

5. How would you describe Woody?

6. Using the conversation between Mama and Woody on p.468-469, describe their relationship.

7. What particular worries is Woody facing?

8. The narrator says, “The camp was no more ready for us when we got there than we were ready for it” (469).  Identify narrative details that support this statement.

9. List at least three hardships the Japanese endured while in Manzanar.

10. How do the residents of Manzanar demonstrate that cooperation is the only way to survive?
Read “Media Connection” (475) and answer the “Analyzing Media” questions below. 

1. 

2.  

