“I’ve seen the promise land”
Study questions
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NAME_____________________________

Pre-reading questions:  Write your responses in the space following the questions.

How do we let immoral things happen?  

Why are people passive?

What personal sacrifices might you be willing to make to further a cause you believed in?

Reading Questions pp. 517-521

1. How is the title an allusion? Who was promised a land?  By whom?

2. King says that if the Almighty asked him in what age he would like to live, King would answer the present time.  Why does King say he would choose this time?

3. What, for King, would be the goal of a human rights revolution?

4. King tells his listeners what must be done to succeed.  What two things does he believe must be done?

5. In stressing the need to stay focused on the issues, King says, “That’s always the problem with a little violence.” Discuss what King meant AND how his point connects to his overall approach to confronting society with the need for freedom and equality for African Americans.
6. Why does King say that the police forces don’t know what to do?

7. King says there is “a certain kind of fire that no water could put out. What is the “fire”?  AND what figure of speech is this?

8. King talks about injunctions and First Amendment rights.  What must have happened ot prompt these comments?  What does he say they should be?

