Percent Error



•  use when determining an experimental value for quantity that is already known.  



•  used to compare your value to the theoretical or known value



Percent Error = |actual - theoretical value|  x 100%



                   

theoretical value



•  always positive number


ex.  I find the density of water to be 0.92 g/cm3.  The actual value is 1.00 g/cm3.  What is the percent error of my value?

