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The objectives of the library program for all grades are derived from the national literacy standards, described in the handbook Information Power, published by the American Library Association.

With these standards in mind, students are taught to:

· Access information efficiently and effectively

· Evaluate information critically and competently

· Use information effectively and creatively

· Pursue information related to personal interests

· Appreciate and enjoy literature and other creative expressions of information

· Strive for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation

· Recognize the importance of information to a democratic society

· Practice ethical behavior in regard to information and information technology

· Participate effectively in groups to inquire, pursue and generate information

Grades K-2

Library sessions of 30 minutes are scheduled each week.  Stories to be read and topics for discussion are chosen to support classroom instruction and to encourage the development of students as lifetime readers.  

Grades 3-5

Library sessions of 40-50 minutes are scheduled each week.  Topics for discussion are chosen to support classroom instruction.  Teachers may schedule the library for additional sessions for research and special projects. The library can also accommodate individuals and small study groups throughout the day.  

Grades 6-8
Library instruction in middle school focuses on specific research projects.  Library sessions are scheduled as needed by the teachers.  All middle school students are also given the opportunity to visit the library at least once per week with his/her class.

In addition, the librarian teaches the following electives for middle school students:

· STUDY SKILLS

This class is required for all 6th graders in the first semester and is designed to encourage student success in the classroom.  It will cover learning techniques and self-management skills. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To increase confidence in each student's ability to succeed

· To develop specific skills for studying and learning, time management, and communication

· To encourage students to become more responsible, and self-reliant in academic and daily matters

· DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
A great photograph begins when you recognize a great scene or subject.  Recognizing it, however, isn’t enough to capture it.  This class will help the students understand the digital camera and introduce them to the “whys” and “hows” of digital photography.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To develop a basic understanding of a digital camera’s features and controls

· To learn key terms and concepts regarding digital photography

· To undertake some creative experiments to get familiar with a digital camera

· To apply basic tips for organizing and editing images on the computer

Students in each of these middle school electives have been given a written statement of the expectations and goals for each course.  Included with these materials is the evaluation rubric that is used to grade the students in each class.  A grade of S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory) will be given at the end of the quarter.  A letter grade (A, B, C, D, or F) will be given at the end of the semester. 

Library policies and procedures regarding the use of the computers and the circulation of books and other materials can be found in the Parent/Student Handbook.

