November 30, 2009
Dear Mathematics Team Sponsor:

The Pizitz Middle School Mathematics Department invites your school to participate in our twenty-third annual Mathematics Tournament for sixth, seventh and eighth grade students on Saturday, February 27, 2010.  The Pizitz seventh and eighth grade math team members will not be competing.  Test items were written by former seventh and eighth grade team members and edited by the sponsors.
Students enrolled in a fifth or sixth grade math course that is below Pre-Algebra are eligible to compete at the sixth grade or higher level.  Students enrolled in a seventh grade math course that is no higher than Pre-Algebra are eligible to compete at the seventh grade or higher level.  Students enrolled in an eighth grade math course no higher than Algebra I are eligible to compete at the eighth grade level.  Test items will reflect the grade level curriculum as well as enriched connections.  Copies of previous years’ tests are available at http://www.quia.com/pages/pizitztourn.html
Schools will compete in one of three divisions based on school enrollment.  Different teachers from the same school may not enter different teams competing at the same grade level.
All students will take a one-hour test with twenty-five multiple-choice items and three free-response tiebreaker problems.  Scores will be computed by 4R-W.  Items left blank will not be counted right or wrong.  Ties will be broken using the three tie-breakers in order, and then by reverse scoring of the twenty-five multiple-choice items if needed.  Four designated students will cipher five questions each.  Points will be awarded for correct answers in each of three, thirty-second time intervals.  Correct answers will receive five, three or one points.

Individual awards will be based on written test scores only.  A team score will be determined by the sum of the team’s ciphering score and its four highest test scores.  Team ties will be broken by the ciphering score and then, if needed, the four highest tests tiebreakers.  A maximum of ten individual and five team trophies will be awarded in each division’s level if a sufficient number of students are registered for that level.  

Please return the enclosed registration form and check by Friday, January 29, 2010 if your school would like to participate.  Scantron forms and room assignments will be mailed to participating schools about February 17.  No registration will be accepted after Wednesday, February 17. 
Sincerely,
Nancy Chilton    and    Jackie Mills







